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PUBLICATION OF FIRST ISSUES OF 'TANSUO' DESCRIBED 
Beijing TANSUO [EXPLORATION] in Chinese 9 Sep 79 pp 15-24 


[Article by Lu Lin [6424 2651]: "The Inception and Suspension of 
Publication of TANSUO"] 


[Text] On 16 July Liu xx xx of the 2d Section, 7th Division, Beijing 
Municipal Public Security Bureau, came to a conclusion about our pub- 
lication TANSUO: "All your activities are counterrevolutionary 
activities." 


Those “professional” and “spare-time" lackeys who have been attacking 
us are so pleased that they consider this "a great victory." They take 
delight in accusing us of counterrevolutionary activities in order to 
pave the way for them to launch more extensive and penetrating revolu- 
tionary inquisitions into such matters as: 


How did we “counterrevolutionaries" get together? What are our goals 
and platform? What kind of counterrevolutionary activities did we 
pursue? Besides, those who support and sympathize with us are anxious 
to know what has happened to us. They are worried because they have no 
idea what law we have broken to deserve this inhumane treatment. Of 
course, the teeming masses who know nothing about us might also want to 
find out what kind of people the counterrevolutionaries of the 1980's 
would be. 


I therefore propose to tell the public all the facts I know in order to 
facilitate the "revolution" of the aforesaid first group of people, to 
give some relief to the second group and to offer an eye opener to the 
third. 


(1) How We Got Organized 


The “November 25th Democratic Forum" on the Xidan Democracy Wall in 1978 
led to two demonstrations, each consisting of more than 10,000 people 
who marched from Xidan to the Monument to Revolutionary Heroes, as well 
several sessions of democratic discussions, attended each time by 














thousands of people. They were the first spontaneous democratic mass 
movements in China in the last 30 years. These demonstrations ard dis- 
cussion sessions in turn helped push the movement to a new heig/t. 
Comrade Deng Xiaoping spoke by the end of November and proposed to leave 
the assessment of Mao Ziadong to future generations. This sounded 
obscure, incomprehensible and even objectionable. Personally I was 
opposed to his view at thet time. I told other people that I don't see 
why the people of the present generation are not as capable as future 
generations of understanding contemporary problems. If all contemporary 
problems have to wait, the longer the better, for solutions by future 
generations, then we must confine our attention to the problems of the 
reigns of Kangxi and Qianlong or even the first emperor of the Qin 
dynasty. 


But grumblings and realities do not mix. After Comrade Deng Xiaoping's 
speech, the Democracy Wall looked deserted, and the people became 
dispirited and "completely spent" in thinking and morale. 


This pathetic situation, however, came to an end on 15 December, when a 
long article entitled "The Fifth Modernization" appeared at the western 
end of Democracy Wall. It attracted a huge multitude of readers and 
numerous written comments. The article contained a very vivid and appeal- 
ing slogan: "Without democracy, the four modernizations cannot be 
achieved." When I read it I fell so madly in love with it that I was 
completely drawn to it by the courage and wisdom of the author. To 
invite comments, the author left his address at the end of the article. 
A few of us, including Yang Guang and myself, followed the address given 
and visited the author, Wei Jingsheng, who eventually became the editor 
in chief of TANSUO. 


At our meeting with Wei Jingsheng we each expressed our individual views 
on many weighty domestic and international problems. We all agreed that 
"without democracy, the four modernizations cannot be achieved," but we 
also raised other controversial questions. For instance, I questioned 
whether the plight of China is due to fake Marxism or the inadequacy of 
Marxism itself. Wei Jingsheng believes that Marxism itself is inadequate. 
He cited proofs drawn from philosophy and political economy to support 
his arguments. Wei pointed out that, according to Marxism, the highest 
stage of capitalism is imperialism, it will fall apart and perish once 
that stage is reached, and the capitalists pay their workers only 

enough to maintain a bare subsistence (as happened in China) .... Yang 
said: "I have not studied Marxism seriously, and I cannot say I am 
committed to any ,erticular ideology. I have to study and understand 
Marxism before I can pass judgment on it." Even though we could not 
agree on what is responsible for China's plight, we all wanted to do 
something to help China overcome its poverty and backwardness. Our 
discussions with Wei Jingsheng convinced me that he is well versed in 
social theories, such as Marxist philosophy, political economy and the 
philosophy of Hegel and Feuerbach. 
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At last we agreed unanimously that to ascertain the real reason for the 
backwardness of Chinese society we must conduct both research and dis- 
cussion aad invite some people to comment on our findings in order to 
get a correct answer to this question, one which corresponds to actual 
social conditions. 


To achieve-our objective of seeking a solution to the problem and in 
view of the publication of other unofficial journals, such as SIWU LUNTAN 
and JINTIAN, etc., we decided to have a publication of our own. Since 
our goal was to explore and seek solutions to many pending problems 
through discussion and practice, Wei Jingsheng suggested that we name 
our publication TANSUO. 


(2) How We Set Forth the Objective of Our Publication 


Every publication has its goal, and our simple publication is by no 
means an exception. 


First of all, we decided that our goal should be that, as we strive to 
achieve speedy realization of modernization, we want the material and 
spiritual life of our people to reach the world's advanced level and 
make the social conditions under which our people live as equitable as 
possible under the circumstances. 


Then we worked out our fundamental guiding principles. Inasmuch as we 
are unable to decide whether the plight of China is due to fake Marxism 
or the inadequacy of Marxism itself, we decided not to take Marxism as 
our guiding principle. Instead, we decided to take the freedom of 
speech, freedom of the press, freedom of assembly and freedom of asso- 
ciation granted by the constitution as our guiding principles. We 
would base our explorations and discussions on the basis of the history 
and reality of China and the world without relying on any particular 
ideology or individual as the absolute final authority. All theories 
and ideologies, including those in existence and those yet to evolve, 
would be the subjects of discussion in our publication or the tools of 
our analysis and exploration. Moreover, we are convinced that there is 
no way to ascertain the real cause of our backwardness and the way to 
shake it off unless the greatest majority of the powerless and suffering 
people can speak out. Consequently, we decided to make our publication 
speak for the suffering common people. 


(3) The Publication of the First Three Issues 


TANSUO No 1 was published on 8 January. Due to limited space and time, 
it contained only three articles by Wei Jingsheng. They are “The Fifth 
Modernization,” "The Fifth Modernization--A Continuation," and "Questions 
Concerning Vice Premier Deng Xiaoping's Answers to Questions Raised by 
American Reporters on 5 January." We printed 150 copies, some of which 
were sold at Democracy Wall and the rest in Tiananmen Square. 








What is meant by “Questions Concerning Vice Premier Deng Xiaoping's 
Answers to Questions Raised by American Reporters on 5 January"? Vice 
Premier Deng Xiaoping told American reporters cn 5 January that the 
question of human rights does not exist in China and that the Chinese 
concepts are different. We raised 10 questions based on our own views 
and incorporated them in the article. These are some of the questions 
we raised. During the time when the “gang of four” were in power, was 
it true that there were “only a few instances" of obstruction of 
democracy or that the freedom of the people was ruthlessly trampled 
upon everywhere? Has the policy to promote democracy and freedom been 
fully and conscientiously implemented in China today? How do the policy 
of “democratic centralism" and the pro~ ction of democratic principles 
differ from the whole question of human rights advocated by the United 
Stetes? To what extent would the interests of the Chinese be jeopardized 
if Chinese citizens enjoyed all the individual rights now enjoyed by 
citizens of the United States? 


Our second issue was published on 29 January. We printed 250 copies, all 
of which were sold at Democracy Wall. This issue contained an important 
article by Wei Jingsheng, representing the TANSUO editorial department. 
Entitled "The Limits of Democracy," it was written to rebut a statement 
on the spirit of a weeting of the Beijing Municipal Party Committee held 
in the latter part of January. 


In the latter part of January the Beijing Municipal CCP Committee handed 
out a statement on the spirit of its meeting, saying that the big- 
character posters whic’. had subsided since Vice Chairman Deng's speech 
last November were coming back. It further alleged: "The current 
development is very bad, ‘a loss of national dignity,’ ‘ganging up to 
create disturbances,’ and ‘infiltrated by the enemies.’ It requires 
more than firmer reeducation to cope with them. The whole problem 
ought to be dealt with as contradictions between ourselves and the 
enemies....." 


In our article we rebutted these charges one by one. For instance, the 
statement on the spirit of the meeting alleged that the demonstrations 
staged by those people who had come to Beijing to seek redress were 
unjustified and infiltrated by evildoers and that their slogans, “We 
oppose hunger; we oppose persecution; we want democracy; we want human 
rights," were deliberately designed to incite the public.... We rebut- 
ted these charges by asking: “Is it a crime to call upon the authori- 
ties to redress grievances? Braving below-zero temperatures, these 
people, some with young children, came to Beijing to air their 
grievances before the authorities. Others borrowed money from their 
relatives and friends or sold their belongings to raise enough money to 
make it to Beijing to get their grievances heard. Their conditions are 
extremely miserable. All fair-minded and upright Chinese cannot but 
sympathize with them. Many people predict that tne hopes of the great- 
est majcrity of these people will be dashed to pieces right here, because 
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the authorities in Bei‘ing will not really redress the injustice they 
had suff@fed. They will be sent to the farms to work. When they earn 
enough mifey to cover their travel expenses, they will be asked to go 
hom (see Central Committee document No 58, 1978). Knowing exactly 
whac the rnment has in store for them, is it any wonder that all 
decent upright Chinese are concerned and want to do something to 
help these people? And yet they are charged with another, brandnew 
offense. The bureaucrats of the Beijing Municipal CCP Committee are 
inciting the stupid parochial feelings of some of the Beijing residents 
against the intruders who are in the city to seek redress. The most 
disgusting thing is that they want to whip this anti-intrusion drive into 
a sinister antidemocracy movement. Disguised as petitioners, they 
arrested Fu Yuehua, a woman worker of Beijing. Is there amy difference 
between these baneful operations and the atrocities of the ‘gang of 
four’? We ask the government to release this young woman, Fu Yuehua, 
who was unlawfully arrested. The people of Beijing, who have a revo- 
lutionary tradition dating back several decades, must be careful not to 
fall into the “rap and turn against these pitiful, unfortunate con- 
patriots...." 


On 29 January, six organizations publishing unofficial journais called 
a democratic forum at the Xidan Democracy Wall to refute the allega- 
tions of the statement of the municipal party committee. It was a 
stunning success. Our act‘on won the sympathy and backing of the 
masses of Beijing, and the Beijing Municipal CCP Committee had to with- 
draw the statement on the spirit of its meeting. 


At this point certain “honest people" asked: “Are you peopie working 
deliberately to oppose the government?" In reality, we do not mean to 
oppose the government. We believe that the young bud of democracy which 
has just appeared in China should not be trampled upon ruthlessly. More- 
over, Comrade Hua Guofeng said: “Let there be more liberation of the 
minds, more options and more leeway." It cannot be denied that what we 
have done was inspired by Comrade Hua Guofeng's instructions. We would 
not have been so outspoken if Comrade Hua Guofeng had said there should 
be tighter control of the minds, few options and less leeway. 


This issue carried an article by Wei Jingsheng entitl« "Further Continua- 
tion of the Fifth Modernization" and another article Yang Guang 
entitled “Look! Where Do We Find the Chinese People's © m1 Thoughts?" 

I wrote an article on "People Selling Their Children on the Streets of 
Beijing." 


The third issue of TANSUO was published on 11 March. We sold 800 copies 
at the Xidan Democracy Wall. It carried more articles than the preced- 
ing issues. Two of these articles are exposes of facts. The one by Wei 
Jingsheng is entitled "Qincheng No 1--The 20th Century Bastille," and the 
other, by Liang Yao, is entitled "The Blessings of Gongdelin." These two 
articles are solid factual exposes of inhumane fascism still practiced 














all over the country. “The Blessings of Gongdelin" describes how the 
inmates in the detention house are subjected to cruel punishment, 
including burning, electric shocks, hanging and beating. When Fu Yuehua, 
whom we all know, was arrested, both persuasion and punishment were used 
to make her plead guilty. But she rifused to budge. Once she was beaten 
so badly that they had to carry her oack to her cell. Confronted with 
such fascist atrocities, Fu Yuehua went on fasting. But the policemen 
used a pair of coal tongs to pry open her mouth and force in food. Still 
it did not work. Finally they eave her glucose injections. The inmates 
protested to the warden, Section Chief Zhang of the 7th Section, 13th 
Division of the Public Security Bureau. and said to him: "The purpose of 
our journal is to publicize the constitu’ion and the system of law. 

Don't you want to listen to us?" Infuriated, Section Chief Zhang 
retorted in auger: “You people had better watch your step. We have five 
companies of 1,000 policemen who make a living by apprehending people, 
just as those who publish propaganda journals {ive on propaganda. So you 
and I are like two cars running in opposite directions." .... When you 
study carefully what the section chief said, you will see that he is 
right, because Mao Zedong told the Chinese administrators of justice: 
"The dictatorship is not something benevolent." 


The third issue also carried a poem contributed by a native of Liaoning 
Province. It is entitled "The Imperial Palace and Chairman Mao's 
Memorial Hall Match Well." Many of our readers were pleased with the 
poem, while others were scared. Why were they scared? The Chinese are 
afraid to work against any taboo. In the past, when an emperor died the 
whole country had to be in mourning attire, without even a dash of red 
color. It was said that if one's nose were red one would have to paint 
it blue before lcaving the house. So one who curses an emperor is natu- 
rally bound to incur universal condemnation. 


The author who contributed the poem was arrested in April during a drive 
to suppress the democratic movement. 


(4) How the “Editorial” Was Published 


On 16 March Comrade Deng Xiaoping spoke to the senior cadres of all 
Central Committee departments. We find that some of his remarks are 
incorrect. For instance, he asked for the arrest of certain individuals 
because they are evildoers. He said that Mao Zedong's mistakes are so 
insignificant that they are not worth mentioning, but he attributed the 
disorders in certain localities to spontaneous democratic movements 
here. Stouldn't we respond to what he said? If we do, we have to face 
these difficult problems: 


l. If we criticize Comrade Deng Xiaoping, many people might not appre- 
ciate or might even oppose what we say. 











2. Both the “yes faction" and the extreme leftists within the party 
will také advastage of the situation to spread rumors in order to 
incite the masses to put pressure on those comrades within the party 
who favor reform and demociacy. 


3. Our personal safety will be endangered. 
How are we going to resolve these problems? 


We used to respect Comrade Deng Xiaoping and sympathize with his turbu- 
lent political ci:««:. We earnestly hope he can come out to lead us 
from dictatorsh!. to dewcracy and from privation to happiness. How- 
ever, we cafnot -crmit any obstacles to block the people's road to 
democracy aiid haj css, no maiter whether the obstrcles are deliberately 
planted or unwittingly left behind. If we did not speak out against 
what we consider wrong and allowed the seeds of disaster to germinate, 

we wotld be committing a crime against the people. 


(5) The Publication of the Last Issue--An Appeal to the Public 


After Wei Jingsheng was arrested on 29 March, Yang Guang and | prepared 

a handbill on behalf of TANSUO declaring to the world and the citizens 

of China that we regarded the arrest of Wei Jingsheng by the Beijing 
Public Security Bureau as the death throes of the fascist “gang of four." 


We pointed out the authorities arrested Wei Jingsheng on the charge of 
“engaging in counterrevolutionary propaganda" and that the outrageous 
way they “prosecuted” the trumped-up “ideological offenses" was reminis- 
cent of typical fascist operations. Finally, we said in our handbill: 
"TANSUO will join the Chinese people in exploring ways to eliminate all 
the fascists." 


Now let's take a look at how Wei Jingsheng was arrested. We all know 

that no one can be arrested without the approval of the prvcuratorate. 2 
But where is the procuratorate? We have found that the procuratorate ; 
and the Public Security Bureau are all in the family--the Public Security oe 
Bureau also exercises the authority of the procuratorate. No wonder 

Summons and arrest warrants are so handy. 


ioe ohm, 


The following describes the kind of law enforcement personnel under the 
proletarian dictatorship. 


The man who led a group to search our house on 22 April was Ma Danian, 
a case officer who handled the trial of Han Zhixiong, an April Fifth 
hero. The man responsible for the case of Wei Jingsheng is Zhang Wenyu, 
who played a decisive role in the prosecution of the April Fifth heroes. 
He cursed both the April Fifth movement and the current democratic 
movements (see details in "My Visit to Banbuqiao"). The Banbuqiao out- 
fit does not differ much in organization and ideology from what existed 
in the days of the “gang of four." 











After distributing the handbills on 31 March, we left Beijiug immediately 
to escape apprehension. This put an end to the publication of TANSUO. 


Please note that the criminal code was promulgated on 7 July. On 16 July, 
Liu xx xx of the Public Security Bureau concluded that, under the crimi- 
nal code, our activities in publishing journals and posting big-character 
posters were counterrevolutionary. Although we are not sure who helped 
him reach such a conclusion about our activities, he spoke to me firmly 
aad maliciously in our conversation one day, stating that when the time 
comes all those who put up big-character posters on Democracy Wall or 


run other publications will not be allowed to get away (see “My Visit to 
Banbugqiao"). 


The above is a brief account of the counterrevolutionary activities of 
TANSUO. 


To Those "Professional" and "Spare-time" Lackeys Who Curse the Democracy 
Wall: Does my account make you happy or hysterical? You had better 
hurry up and put on more performances, because your opportunities to 
claim rewards from your masters are numbered. 


5360 
cso: 4005 





WRITER DETAILS HIS INTERROGATION BY SECURITY OFFICIALS 
Beijing TANSUO [EXPLORATION] in Chinese 9 Sep 79 pp 24-29 
{Article by Lu Lin [6424 2651]: "My Visit to Banbugiao"] 


[Text] I returned to Beijing on the afternoon of 22 April. When I went 
to the factory at 10 pm to collect my things, two clumsy hands grabbed my 
arms from behind. After brushing them off, I turned around and saw a man 
in his forties. His teeth are so brown it appears they have never been 
brushed. His deeply set eyeballs are as horrible as if they had been 
scooped out. He is Li Guojin, chief of the armed security unit of the 
plant. Volatile in disposition, he loves to tease girls and can chat 
with them for hours without feeling bored. But when he faced me he was 
so furious that his angry eyeballs began to agitate in their sockets. 

I noticed that plainclothes police had blocked the plant gates. People 
say that they had been waiting for me day and night for quite some time. 


After I had been shown the summons, I was ushered into a Mercedes Benz 
like a visiting dignitary. It was my first ride in a Benz sedan, 
steady but fast and quiet. 


Another group led by Ma Danian searched my house after I had left. Ma 
Danian, who prosecuted Han Zhixiong, an April Fifth hero, is a con- 
scientious worker. Having plugged in a 500-watt light bulb, he directed 
his men to climb through a skylight to search the roof of the house. 
Crawling down like burglars, they admitted they had not found anything 
suspicious. As a matter of fact, the search was much more civil than the 
search of Ren Wanding's house, where they even dug a hole in the wall to 
look for what they wanted. 


At the time of the search the streets were lined with activists, who 
came to witness the event because they had not accompanied the police 
in raiding private homes for a few years. 


Having ransacked the house and seized my nine notebooks, magazines, 
manuscripts and 8,000 sheets of white paper, they left at 3 am. Ten 
plainclothes policemen came to my house the next day. With five hiding 











inside the house and five outside, they were ready to arrest anyone 
coming to see me. After I had left, there were still five people in my 
family living there. They were not permitted to leave the house with- 
out being escorted by a plainclothes policeman. A plainclothes police- 
woman was even assigned to watch my sister going to the toilet. 


“Wars Made America Rich" 


When I arrived at No 44 Banbuqiao, I noticed that meticulous prepara- 
tions had been made to receive the “visitor.” The automatic front gate 
opened instantly at the sound of the automobile horn. We walked through 
the K block of prison cells to get to the x x x interrogation chamber of 
the 2d Section. I am sure that many April Fifth heroes still remember 
this interrogation chamber. The head interrogator of this chamber is an 
extraordinary fellow by the name of Zhang Wenyu, who is one of Beijing's 
top ten interrogators. He was respousible for interrogating all those 
apprehended during the April Fifth movement. Now he is in charge of our 
case. Two days of interrogation convinced me that his technique is 
unique. Instead of resorting to deception, harassment and threats 
favored by other interrogators, he chose to lecture me on philosophy, 
political economy, the causes of China's poverty, the causes of American 
wealth, American democracy and democracy in China..... Let's have his 
version of American wealth. 


He said: "The United States did not sustain any substantial loss in 
either World War I or World War II. It made a tremendous amount of 
money during World War II while all other countries suffered terrible 
losses. Later, when the United States invaded Korea and Vietnam and 
bullied many smaller countries, it took away large amounts of their 
property.... Wars have made America rich. Can our country do that?" 


“Elections in the United States, let me remind you, are decided by the 
amount of property of the candidates. Their democracy serves the 
interests of the capitalists. It is a fake democracy. Our democracy 
really represents the greatest majority of the people...." 


I remained silent (because I was tired) as he lectured. Holding a cup 
of tea, he paced both in front of and behind he and went on with his 
rhetoric. Since I did not respond to his dissertation, he thought I had 
succumbed to his ideological assault. So he winked to Liu to take over 
the case. 

Deception, Harassment and Threats 

Liu: Tell me who made a motion picture of your printing press? 


Lu: Nobody. 
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Liu: You are lying. Take a look. The films are here. How can you deny 
this! (Liu displayed a fat brown envelope, but I don't know what was in 
that envelope. ) 


Lu: Let me see what is inside the envelope. 


Liu: You,have no need to see it, because Wei Jingsheng told us every- 
thing. Do you still want to cover up the matter? 


Lu: Can you ask Wei Jingsheng to come over for a cross-examination? 


Liu: Don't try to play tricks. You know the policy of the party. 
We'll let the matter rest for the time being. You think it over. I 
don't blame you if you have doubts about the matter. We'll talk about 
it again when you are sure of yourself. 


I said to myself: Isn't this a threat? They simply trumped up some 
evidence to prove a crime that did not exist. Wasn't the same tech- 
nique used in the arrest of Wei Jingsheng? This is how they implement 
"The Rules Governing Arrests and Detentions" promulgated on the 25th of 
last January. Their ugliest practice is to entrap people into making a 
confession. Liu and his men went to see Wei Jingsheng's girlfriend on 
24 July. Forcing a smile, Liu said to the girl: “Wei asked us to get 
something he had left here for safekeeping." Wei's girlfriend, who 
never tells a lie, admitted she had the thing in her possession but 
asked for Wei's written request before she would release it. Liu agreed 
to come back the following day. At this point, Liu's secretary, who had 
recorded the conversation, asked Wei's girlfriend to sign the recording. 
Unaware of the trap, she signed her name accordingly. 


Liu came back the next day at about 10 am and produced a note written 

by Wei Jingsheng: "I left the thing in her house." It was dated 

25 July. Obviously the note was written by Wei on 25 July. This means 
that he did not admit he had left the thing in his girlfriend's house 
until he was forced to admit it when he saw the recording signed by his 
girlfriend. It doesn't matter whether or not the thing is incriminatory. 
What matters is the tactic they used. It made people shudder at the way 
justice is administered in China today. 


When Wei's girlfriend noticed the date and saw the trap, it was too late, 
even though she decried the foul play. 


"The April Fifth Heroes Exist in Hearsay Only" 


After 2 days of interrogation, they did not get anything from me to back 
up their charges against Wei Jingsheng. It was a relief to see the 
proceedings coming to an end, even though I felt exhausted and my eyes 
were bloodshot. The final verdict was that I do not understand Marxism- 
Leninism and had been misled by others. Before my release I was turned 
over to Zhang Wenyu, the outstanding interrogator, for reeducation. 
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Zhang: We haven't beaten you, have we? 
Lu: No. 

Zhang: How about our attitude? 

Lu: Not bad. 


Zhang: Are you surprised? People say the Public Security Bureau beats 
its suspects and never listens to reason. Do you know why? 


Lu: (Silent) 


Zhang: Newspaper reports accused us of beating Han Zhixiong so hard 
that we broke our leather whip. That's not true. I was in charge of 
the interrogation, and I know we did not beat hin. 


Lu: (Silent) 
Zhang: How do you rate those April Fifth heroes? 
Lu: What do you think? 


Zhang: I think they are no heroes at all, but people say they are. 

When we arrested them they were as tame as bears. The newspapers, how- 
ever, described them as fearless defenders of truth. Take Wang Yinbin, 
for example. He admitted he had read a pornographic novel called 
“Emmanuele." But the newspapers insisted that the book he read was 
“Anna Karenina." They think we are too ignorant to know the difference. 
There is another guy by the name of Wang Lei. Do you know him? 


Lu: Yes, I know him. 


Zhang: After his release he was disappointed that he was not a, ited 
a member of the party committee. Now he is back at the Democracy wll. 
There will always be people eager to identify themselves with some 
movement and bet on it. 


When you leave here, don't tell anyone what I have told you. But you 
may tell them how we treated you (meaning that the Public Security 
Bureau does not beat people). If you have anything to report, give us 
a call.... 


"When the Time Comes, No One Will Get Away" 


I returned to No 44 Banbuqiao on 16 July to inquire about the case of 
Wei Jingsheng and Yang Guang..... 


Liu: We were too lenient with you the other day. Now, what are you 
up to? 
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You lied the other day. The night we arrested you, Yang Guang was sleep- 
ing in your place, pretending to be your brother. You didn't let us 
know. When you met with Yang Guang after your release you didn't report 
to us.... We were stupid to release you! 


Lu: If you think you have been too lenient with me, you can arrest me 


again. 


Liu: Do you suppose we won't do it? Let me tell you, I have seized the 
manuscripts of the articles you have published. They are pretty reac- 
tionary. 


Lu: What do you mean by reactionary? There is no such term in the 
criminal code. 


Liu: No one is allowed to violate the “four principles." Let me tell 
you, the activities of you people are counterrevolutionary. 


Lu: Is it a counterrevolutionary activity to publish a journal? 
Liu: Sure enough. 


Lu: How about those who are still posting big-character posters and 
publishing journals? 


Liu: That's none of your business! When the time comes, no one will 
get away. see 


Don't let them fool you. I know the Democracy Wall is back in business 
again. You are influenced by them. Let me tell you, we'll try Wei 
Jingsheng pretty soon. By that time you will see for yourself what 
transpired (other details of the conversation are in my open letter to 
Director Peng Zhen, Court President Jiang Hua and Chief Procurator 
Huang ‘iuo-qing). 


After my conversation with Liu, I decided to make the incident known to 
the public, so that more people would know what sort of people are in 
charge of our administration of justice and how much they will be able 
to contribute when the criminal code takes effect next year.... As a 
matter of fact, I am waiting “to visit" Banbuqiao again, to “take 
lodging" there or even "to settle down" there. 


5360 
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ARTICLE DECRIES VIOLATIONS OF LAWS, LEGAL PROCEDURES 
Beijing TANSUO [EXPLORATION] in Chinese 9 Sep 79 pp 9-14 and 7 


[Article by Qiu Mu [4428 2606], dated 24 August 1979: "Why Laws Are 
Made But Difficult To Enforce?"] 


[Text] The second session of the Fifth National People's Congress held 
recently drew up the "penal code," the “code of criminal procedure" and 
other laws, a total of seven. These laws undoubtedly provide a bright 
future for China in her progress from personal rule to legal rule. But 
can these laws be enforced? Can these laws be materialized from words 
into practice? This is a question about which many are concerned, and 
this is also the question this writer wishes to discuss. 


Historically, China had its laws. The function of these laws, to 
describe it one way, was that "the penal code does not apply to high 
officials of the state." The common people of China did not place much 
hope or faith in China's ancient laws. They only hoped that the persons 
in charge of the law would be just. Thus, since ancient times various 
folklores about “upright officials" have existed. This more or less 
explains the Chinese people's traditional concept of law. This also 
precisely expresses some of the peculiarities of our nation’s social 
system. These peculiarities are characterized by personal rule, not 
rule by law. 


A nation's form of government is determined by the characteristics of 
the nation. Feudal relationships based on land distribution predeter~ 
mined that the nation could only be established on the basis of personal 
rule. "All the land under the sky belonged to the king" and "owners of 
land were all kings and statesmen." The fate of a nation was tied to 
one person. Whether this person was a wise or a poor ruler determined 
whether the nation prospered or died. This form of personal rule and 
government was a unique product of feudal society, as well as a sign of 
backwardness at the cultural level. 


Even during feudal periods, China was different from the West in many 
ways. Personal rule in China meant that the emperor's power was seldom 
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limited. It often was manifested in an extreme form—-the origin of 
despotism. Despotism's greatest weakness was its lack of durable 
stability. Dynastic wars often occurred after a certain period. Each 
war reduced the productive force that had already developed to a primi- 
tive stage. Everything had to start over again. “When a new king was 
crowned, hé brought to the court his own favorites and expelled those 
of his predecessors." Thus, China seemed to remain the same, making no 
progress. Because of the existence of classes of inherited nobility in 
Western society, the king's powers were checked, so that government 
oppression of society could not reach the peak of despotism, thereby 
giving the government a certain duration and stability. Perhaps this 
was one of the basic reasons why capitalism originated in the West and 
was able to develop and grow, while even if capitalism had originated 
in China, it would not have developed. 


Along with the development of capital, the capitalist revolution broke 
out in a fight against the yoke of feudalism. The nature of the state 
underwent fundamental changes. It changed from personal rule to legal 
rule. The existence of laws provided the necessary assurance for the 
development of production and stability of life. Without such 
assurances, production would not have developed so quickly. These laws 
were the result of the common demands by, and were for the benefit of, 
all levels of society. They limited the possibility of a political party 
of one particular class of society or an individual to rise above the 
society. This meant that they forced the government authority to serve 
society. The government authority itself was subjected to direct super- 
vision by society. 


In modern China, after the establishment of the republic, many kinds of 
laws were formulated, but these laws were not too different from China's 
ancient laws. The laws themselves were meaningless, because they were 
not aimed at protecting the society against the ruling authority but 
were aimed at society to protect the ruling authority. Viewed from 
this sense, the laws did not possess the actual quality they should have 
had. Society was still established upon personal rule, not legal rule. 
The nation was still established upon the soil of feudalism. 


In 1949 the Chinese Communist Party united the other democratic parties 
under the banner of “independence and democracy" and "opposing the dicta- 
torial government of the Kuomintang," overthrew the rule of Chiang Kai- 
shek and founded the People's Republic of China. During the early 
period of liberation, a land reform movement and socialist reform of 
industry and commerce were implemented. These movements led to the 
liberation of productive forces and enabled the economy to recover 
quickly. In 1954 our nation's first constitution was written. The 
constitution was written according to the demands of socialist economic 
foundations and brought forth a political form which the superstructure 
should have and which was suitable to such economic foundations. The 
agency with the highest authority was the National Representatives 
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Conference, which represented the welfare of every level and nationality 
of the entire nation. Under its authorization, the government was estab- 
lished. Its rvpresentatives came from indirect elections held in admin- 
istrative districts below the county level, which was necessary at that 
time. It is a shame that the National People's Consultative Conference 
never became a true organ of power. This was because it did not draw up 
detailed laws to protect its own authority and executive power. (Such as 
laws governing the replacement of incompetent officials including state 
leaders through elections from the basic level.) Even laws that assured 
basic democratic rights were not formulated. Thus, this democratic con- 
stitution became a sheet of blank paper. When the constitution had just 
been drawn up in 1955, a movement was carried out to trample down that 
constitution which allowed the people freedom of speech and freedom of 
thought. A group of young writers led by Hu Feng [5170 7364] became 
victims of this scheme. This was the beginning of a massive literary 
inquisition in China. It is worth mentioning that many people who 
persecuted Hu Feng et al at that time later became victims of literary 
persecution themselves. This was a cruel game played on mankind by 
history. From that time on the constitution was no longer worth any- 
thing. In 1957 the “hundred schools contend and hundred flowers bloom" 
movement was launched to help the party rectify evil trends. At the 
beginning of the movement the party firmly announced that “those who 
know should all speak out, those who speak should not keep anything 
back, those who speak will not be prosecuted, those who listen should 
take the advice of the speakers." And the party also repeatedly promised 
to implement the policy of “three nos," but as the people began to speak 
out freely and to criticize the government and the party, a massive sup- 
pression was already about to follow. The party turned about and 
retaliated. The “three nos" policy became the “three yeses" policy. 
This resulted in the labeling of 450,000 outstanding intellectuals of 
China as rightists. Massive numbers of people were sent to labor camps. 
Many schemers framed others in order to climb the ladder of power and 
authority. Mao Zedong compared this to Qin Shi Huang. "Qin Shi Huang 
called it what? Qin Shi Huang buried 460 scholars, while we buried 
500,000 counterrevolutionary intellectuals." This movement thoroughly 
ended extra-party democracy. China again walked the road of personal 
rule, unifying thought under "the boss’ whims." In 1958 our nation's 
industry and agriculture walked onto a new path under the guidance of 
the extreme leftist line. The national economy was severely damaged. 

In 1959 the Eighth CCP Central Committee's eighth plenary session was 
held in Lushan. Peng Dehuai courageously stood up and criticized this 
trend and was labeled a member of the antiparty clique. Just as in 
1957, the party, military and administration led the government machinery. 
No one dared stand up to support Peng. The mistaken political line took 
the upper hand, and democracy within the party thus ended. A situation 
in which only one person had the say and one person laid down the laws 
was established. Any solution to the situation was far away. Any mis- 
take which is not effectively checked will always go to the extreme. 

In 1966, the Cultural Revolution caused this form of personal rule to 
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reach it~ culmination. Under the authority of “latest directives," the 
politicalrmarket fluctuated from day to day. Each word and remark of 
Mao became a law which could be interpreted as one wished, and anyone 
could adopt this method to put his adversary to death. All levels 
throughout the nation, even every person, could be attacked in this way. 
Only a vesy few (the careerists and conspirators) were able to take 
advantage of this situation to advance their positions. But anything 
that reaches the ultimate will be on its way to collapse, and ail fables 
face bankruptcy. A kind of hopelessness is overcoming the Chinese 
society, and this feeling is still standing and functioning even to this 


day. 


When we review history we must view it closely. We must look at all the 
good and bad things which come about step by step. When the rule of law 
is being destroyed, no one will call out on its behalf. No one will 
fight on its behalf, and everyone will have to pay for its demise. Some 
people even pay with their lives. This is an injustice of history. This 
is true of the earliest people who have made sacrifices. This state of 
affairs later on became ultimate despotism and the necessary outccwe of 
history. If there had been no antirightist movement in 1957, if thre 
had been no antirightist movement and a leaning toward democracy within 
and without the party in 1959, rule by law would have remained in 
existence and democracy would have become a system step by step. Then 
the nation would have been able to slowly progress toward ruie by law. 
The feudalism of the “gang of four" would not have occurred. it was 

the mistakes of the nation's highest leaders at the time, leaders who 
followed a policy of appeasement and toleration to save their own skins, 
that brought about the final outcome. Appearance is the reflection of 
the nature of things. The results of dictatorship proved that the dicta- 
torial system itself, disguised under the name of socialism, was a coverup 
for the soil of feudalism. On this soil there could only emerge the 
group of schemers represented by Lin Biao and the “gang of four." The 
people were the masters of society in name only. The masters could not 
question anything that was rightfully theirs. Those who ostensibly were 
the servants made every choice. The masters were ordered to perfors hard 
labor. When the fruits of labor were enjoyed, the masters were given a 
smaller reward than the servants received. This is the reality of our 
present way of life. Therefore, the urgency and necessity of imple- 
menting rule by law is in reversing this reversed situation, so that the 
masters and the servants will occupy the positions they properly should 
occupy. In all levels of the superstructure, the nation's structure 
itself should fully reveal the social character represented by the term 
socialism, so that “people are masters of the nation" will not become an 
empty statement. This process is democratization. This is to use laws 
to assure the rights that the people should enjoy, to use laws to stop 
the feudal dictatorship of the “gang of four," to use laws to force the 
servants of society to serve the masters, to use laws to force the polit- 
ical authority to reflect the people's will. These are the basic contents 
of scientific socialisa. 
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In March 1978 a session of the Fifth National People's Congress passed 

the "new constitution." This constitution followed the 1954 constitution 
in reiterating, in keeping with the Fourth NPC, the rights which citizens 
should have, including certain assurances of these rights. At the same 
time, the "Regulations on Arrests and Detention in the People's Republic 
of China” were announced. The regulations stipulated the procedures and 
areas of jurisdiction in detail. They made it possible to further pro- 
tect the physical safety of citizens. Although the two laws mentioned 
above are greatly limited, they are great advances compared with law- 
lessness. Chaos throughout the nation has not died down since the 
promulgation of the two laws mentioned above. For example, the PEOPLE'S 
DAILY revealed that when the police of the Northeast enforced the law, 
they quarre)ed with pedestrians, took them into the public security 
station and beat them to death. A problem has thus emerged. Why can 

some people who still hold power in the legal system ignore the existence 
of laws? After the third plenary session of the llth CCP Central Com- 
mittee, the democratic movement was launched actively throughout the 
nation. The masses of people expressed their demands and their criti- 
cisms of the nation and the government by various methods. This was again 
another expression, after many years, of the democratic spirit of the 
masses of people, of their concern for their own welfare and their nation's 
welfare. But this act angered the remnants of the “gang of four" who had 
usurped power from the people. Thus, they completely ignored the existence 
of laws and took the opportunity to suppress the people. In January 1979 
a woman citizen active in the democratic movement, Fu Yuehua [0265 7588 
5478], was kidnaped on trumped-up charges. None of the articles in the 
“regulations on arrest and detention" were adhered to. Under the pressure 
of public opinion, the Public Security Bureau responded: "To be detained 
for investigation." This is to say, no charges were needed to arrest 
anyone for an undetermined period for investigation. The existence of this 
“private law" already negated the law itself. If the origin of this 
“private law" were investigated, it would be discovered that it was 
created during the period of the "gang of four." To implement this 
“private law,” Beijing's Gongdelin Prison was changed in name to a deten- 
tion house. Those unfortunate people who were detained there were not 
treated as well as in prison. Fu Yuehua'’s kidnaping shocked public opin~- 
ion of the nation and the world. Amnesty International wrote to the 
government of China. On 16 March, at the 10,000-person rally at the Great 
Hall of the People, one of the highest leaders, who had received an 
honorary law degree from Temple University of the United States, per- 
sonally played the role of the grand judge, decided that Fu was guilty 
without having announced any concrete charges, and sought to hold a 

public trial and to invite foreigners to attend, just to show that 

China's laws are just. But until now all these promises have not been 
fulfilled. This incident would never have occurred in nations that 

claim respect for law. The nation's leaders can establish a court and 
ignore the established court and investigating office, playing two roles 
simultaneously. Whether this is legal rule or personal rule is ques- 
tioned by many people. In March 1979 the feudal and conservative 
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factions led by the “whatever faction" [0416 2508] feverishly used some 
of the failures in economic work to retaliate against the democratic 
movement, They forcefully blamed the results caused by their own incompe- 
tence on the democratic movement and utilized the power they held to 
wield the big stick of suppression. At the beginning of March the law 
enforcement agency, the Shanghai Public Security Bureau, dared to come 
out with a defaced so-called “order" and completely ignored the people's 
organ, the National People's Congress. This example set the pattern for 
every other locality. The Beijing Municipal Revolutionary Committee, 
famous for suppressing the “democratic movement," issued an announcement 
on 29 March which was more severe than the “order" issued by the Shang- 
hai Public Security Bureau and which established many more trumped-up 
charges, such as “not to oppose Marxism, not to oppose Mao Zedong 
Thought, not to slander, not to frame," etc. It carefully brought out 
its own private law, publicly ignored the laws of the state and dis- 
regarded the legislative committee which had drawn up the laws. The 
announcement caused strong dissatisfaction among the masses of people in 
the city of Beijing. The repercussions were great, especially in the 
intellectual class. Many people wrote to the newspapers asking critical 
questions. Each newspaper showed its skills in telling lies and began 
to make slanderous comments about the democratic movement. Even many 
Chinese Communist Party members were dissatisfied. A great democratic 
movement was thus suppressed. After making the public announcement, the 
Public Security Bureau of Beijing City also showed its strength in 
Tiananmen Square, using “counterrevolutionary" charges to arrest respon- 
sible persons of some people's publications and mass organizations. Even 
to this day they are still imprisoned. The prosecutors were those 
skilled in suppressing the democratic movement. 


The criminal code and the code of criminal procedures passed at the 
second session of the Fifth National People's Congress have been in 
existence for almost 2 months now. The codes stipulate that persons 
arrested must be brought to court within 3 months of their arrest. 
Those arrested have been detained for periods ranging from almost 3 
months to more than 5 months. But court proceedings have not been 
held. And no matter how the evidence is gathered, it is still insuffi- 
cient. They are still detained and imprisoned. Even after publication 
of the laws, the laws have been ignored. And when the situation became 
tense, a “national case" was trumped up as a coverup to confuse the 
public. 


The above facts show that the appropriateness of laws should be based on 
whether they can or cannot be enforced. Establishing laws but not adher- 
ing to them has been the same old protiem in China. This time, whether 
the law enforcement agencies can act contrary to tradition and enforce 
the laws in society still remains to be seen. The people still wish that 
laws which have been established were enforced. But those arrested are 
still in prison. People are still led to doubt these laws. In the past, 
laws could not assure citizens’ basic rights and physical safety. To the 
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people, the laws are still a Damocles sword hanging over their heads.... 
Even speaking a sentence or two might constitute “an ideological crime" 
or “crime of speech." Thus, it is not very like), that people will be 
encouraged and become enthusiastic about carrying out the four moderniza- 
tions. When people do not yet recognize that they are the masters of 
society, they will not possess this enthusiasm. 


The above discussion dealt only with the sad fate of laws in China. 
The causes that brought ebout this situation were not discussed and 
expounded. Because of limited space, these topics will have to be 
discussed later. But this writer deeply believes the theory that 
democracy has become a trend of history in China and that those who 
depend on feudal and conservative power will eventually have to raise 
both their hands in front of the people. 
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JOURNAL DEMANDS RELEASE OF ARRESTED DEMOCRATIC MOVEMENT ACTIVISTS 
Beijing TANSUO [EXPLORATION] in Chinese 9 Sep 79 pp 33-35 


[Article by Chen Nan [7115 0589] and Kang Ping [1600 1627]: “An Outcry 
Against Injustice") 


[Text] Wei Jingsheng [7614 0079 3932], Yang Guang [2799 0342], Ren 
Wanding [0117 1238 3957! and Chen Lu [7115 0712] have been under arrest 
for almost 5 months now. They were accused of being “counterrevolu- 
tionaries" and arrested. Why were these people “counterrevolutionary"? 


Wei Jingsheng and Yang Guang were responsible persons of the editorial 
department of the magazine TANSUO. Their famous articles, “The Fifth 
Modernization” and “The 20th Century Bastille,” aroused a great reac- 
tion among the masses of people and received great support and following 
among the masses of people. The articles exposed some of the dark sides 
of society. 


Ren Wanding and Chen Lu were responsible persons of the “China Human 
Rights League." They jointly wrote the famous "19 Articles of a Human 
Rights Declaration." 


They organized an open society according to the constitution. 


These were the first actual steps taken in accordance with the content 
of the constitution during the past 30 years in China. The people have 
the true opportunity to assemble, organize and speak out. The constitu- 
tion cannot remain a blank sheet of paper. They began in good faith to 
help establish democracy and the rule by law, to make them sound in our 
nation. They performed their meager duties toward our nation's “four 
modernizations.” Although the “gang of four" have been beaten, a new 
machinery of slander has now come into existence. They were arrested 
separately in March, April and May and charged with being “counter- 
revolutionaries." 


Just see how ridiculous it was to use the word “counterrevolutionary" 
in accusing them. Generally speaking, most people believe that those 
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who engaged in betrayal of the classes, committed murders, poisoning or 
arson, destroyed or sabotaged production, sabotaged social security, or 
opposed the people's government were considered “counterrevolutionaries." 


The acts of Wei, Yang, Ren and Chen, according to law, were not “counter- 
revolutionary." In addition, TANSUO and the “China Human Rights League” 
were registered with the party Central Committee and the Standing Com- 
mittee of the National People's Congress. They were organized in public. 
Although some of their opinions and comments were extreme, the expression 
of different thoughts should be allowed, and those persons who hold dif- 
ferent political views should be allowed to exist. Otherwise, how could 
implementation of the freedom of speech stipulated in the constitution 

be proven. To make it clear, writing big-character posters also con- 
stitutes counterrevolutionary activity. Publicly distorting the inter- 
pretation of the constitution and limiting the people's freedom of speech 
constitute a public announcement that the nation has political criminals, 
common criminals as well as ideological criminals who have committed a 
crime due to speech. 


Perhaps you will say that big-character posters are put up to incite 
trouble, but big-character posters are a form of expression of thoughts 
and are like a person's mouth, which is used first to eat and secondly 

to speak. If one truly understands before speaking, then the sky will 
not fall down. The more one fears, the more it indicates that the party 
can use the gap between the people and officialdom, special privileges 
and the power given to it by the constitution to encircle and attack 
those of the "opposition." The so-called "hundred flowers bloom" is only 
a means to allow a single school that flatters the ruler to speak out. 


Ideological and theoretical questions can only be answered by discussion 
and criticism. The rulers understand this, of course. To hold power, 
one must have first the skill of a cheat and secondly the skill of an 
executioner. If I can say something, I will say it. If I say it and if 
the authority is not convinced, then arrest me. But a counterrevolu- 
tionary label will not solve the problem. If no one is allowed to speak, 
even if what one says is wrong, then this special regime cannot stand 
firm. If speaking one's mind is a crime, then who will dare criticize 
the party's leaders, especially the party's highly placed leaders, and 

to comment on and verbally fight for justice. 


Our nation has the rationalism we inherited from Confucius. China has 
the centralized despotism of Qin Shi Huang, as well as the unprecedented 
Proletarian Cultural Revolution personally initiated and led by former 
Chairman Mao Zedong. Our nation, to carry out reforms based on this 
foundation, even if there are some overly extreme opinions expressed in 
writings on big-character posters and in some publications, should con- 
sider these expressions as very good things. The masses can differen- 
tiate between goodness and badness and between fragrance and foul smell. 
Therefore, .« strongly oppose the kind of action by the Beijing 
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Municipal Security Bureau that suppresses democratic government. Wei 
Jingsheng, Yang Guang, Ren Wanding and Chen Lu and some citizens who 
have beef active in the democratic movement should all be released 
immediately, and assurances should be given that similar incidents will 
not occur. You should clearly understand that this movement is a lib- 
eration of the thoughts of the masses and is the necessary condition 
for striving for the four modernizations. 


It is our nation's general trend, and any resistance will be conquered. 
I call out to “the broad compatriots: If we look stupefied as others 
are being subjected to prosecution, we will not be qualified to be a 
civilized people." 


9296 
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FAILURE TO INVESTIGATE ZHANG ZHIXIN INCIDENT PROTESTED 
Beijing TANSUO [EXPLORATION] in Chinese 9 Sep 79 pp 31-32 
{[Article: "Why Is There No Prosecution?"] 


[Text] Recently the Zhang Zhixin [1728 1807 2450] incident shocked the 
entire nation. The masses everywhere were angered after hearing and 
reading about it and wrote to demand a thorough investigation and cap- 
ture of the murderer. Representatives to the second session of the 
Fifth National People's Congress also proposed an investigation of the 
incident. However, public opinion was not as powerful as personal whin. 
On the excuse that such incidents number in the tens of thousands 
throughout the nation, this case has been shelved. When people heard 
about this they could not understand it. If this incident is a singular 
case without widespread significance, it could have been left alone with 
some justification. But since it was labeled a widespread development, 
it must be significant; thus, how could it be easily dismissed? We have 
always claimed that “enforcement of the law must be strict; violation of 
the law must be investigated." It was not just a small violation of the 
law. Many have been victimized. How could it not be investigated? How 
could the law be strict? Communists insist on getting at the facts and 
fighting for justice for the people. In the past they suppressed many 
evil criminals. This time, why are they not investigating and keeping 
their eyes shut when the masses have been so angered by the incident?! 
We always say that right and wrong must be clearly differentiated. If -—-—— 
the investigation is not conducted, how can right and wrong be clearly 
differentiated? If right and wrong cannot be clearly differentiated, 
how can people take part in a political movement with nothing on their 
conscience? The only effect is to allow the criminals to remain outside 
the law and continue to commit crimes. This more or less explains why 
there are still some people who dare to violate the law and disrupt order. 


The people's demand for an investigation is intended to punish former 
criminals and give warning to those who are thinking of committing such 
crimes. If former criminals are not punished, how can potential crimi- 
nals be warned? Murderers are not only outside the law, they are even 
being promoted and given official titles, wielding their power and 
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authority.’ How can they be prevented from committing more crimes? How 
can the §estice of the law be demonstrated? It is said that the criminal 
who capitalized on exposing Zhang Zhixin has now been promoted to depart- 
ment chi@B; appeared at the memorial service for Zhang Zhixin and pre- 
sented flowers as a good friend. Is this not a big joke? Can Zhang 
Zhixin lde peacefully in her grave? 
Why are these people not investigated? Is it true that past wrongdoings 
will be forgiven? It does not seem so. Some days ago the student lead- 
ers of the four universities in Beijing were arrested and charged. These 
people committed crimes because of some historical factors. Some could 
not be considered as having committed any particular crime, but they were 
all charged and punished. Many of them were executed by a firing squad. 
This explains that the law does not forgive past wrongdoers, but it 
depends on who committed a crime in the past. Those who were sentenced 
must have annoyed them [the authorities] in the past and therefore were 
punished and not given amnesty. Like the murderers of Zhang Zhixin, 
they were party members, and some were professional executioners. Today 
they are still people in authority. No matter whom they served in the 
past, how faithfully they served their master, or whether they acquired 
more werits than demerits, they should not be given amnesty! 
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DEMOCRACY WALL POSTER QUESTIONS HUA'S COMMENTS ON GANG'S TRIAL 
HKO70336 Beijing TANSUO [EXPLORATION] in Chinese 11 Oct 79 HK 


[Photograph of TANSUO 11 October commentator's poster: "On Premier Hua 
Guofeng's Answers to Journalists’ Questions on 7 October") 


[Text] On the eve of his visit to Europe, Premier Hua Guofeng of the 
State Council held a press conference in the Great Hall of the People on 
the afternoon of 7 October and answered questions raised by journalists 
from Britain, France, the Federal Republic of Germany and Italy. These 
questions included two important ones concerning China's internal policy. 


In answering the questions raised by Jean Pierre Elkabbach of French 
Television II concerning the arrest of some young men who engaged in the 
democratic movement this spring and the trial of the “gang of four," 
Premier Hua Guofeng said: "We are against anarchism and oppose anybody 
who infringes upon the rights of other people. If we do not oppose 
anarchism and those who willfully slander and libel others on the pre- 
text of freedom, social disorder will result. Because this is detri- 
mental to the interests of the people, we are against it. Therefore, our 
law also stipulates that slanderers and libelers are to be punished for 
their crimes. Infractions of the law will be dealt with according to 
law."" Regarding the question of whether the “gang of four" should be 
handed over to a court for trial, Premier Hua Guofeng said: "When we 
handle the case of the ‘gang of four,’ we will not adopt their way of 
making others suffer. They will not be sentenced to death." 


Here I am not going to discuss the content of what Premier Hua Guofeng 
said. This is absolutely the affair of the judicial departments. As 
for those young men, should they be, as Premier Hua Guofeng put it, 
punished for crimes as “slanderers and libelers"? About the "gang of 
four," what kind of punishment will be given to them? As long as the 
judiciary maintains its independence, I think the people's court will 
absolutely be able to give a fair verdict according to the law. 


It seems to me that a legal question is also involved here--whether the 
chief of the executive branch has the right to make use of his own 
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position.to interfere in the judicial process. As is known to all, since 
our country was bogged down earlier in lawlessness, we are now 

great efforts to unfold the work to bring about "rule by law." To rule 
by man orto rule by law, this is a criterion to judge our society. The 
seven laws prowulgated by the second session of the Fifth NPC have laid 
down a good foundation for our country to move step by step toward rule 
by law and“have taken the principle of “everyone is equal before the law” 
as the gd@iding principle for the implementation of the law. This affirms 
that no individual has the right to place himself above the law. Article 
4 of "The Constituent Law of the People's Court" stipulates: "The people's 
court conducts trials independently and only obeys the law." Whether a 
person has violated the law can be determined by the judicial department 
only according to the law itself and not according to “the will of senior 
officials." 





As for those young people who were arrested during "the relapse in March" 
this year, the following should fall within the limits of the authority 
of the court in the process of the law: whether they have violated the 
law, to what extent they have violated it and under which article should 
they be convicted. It is questionable whether the chief of the executive 
branch has the right to make a public statement affecting or restricting 
the legal process. I think this has infringed upon the constitution. In 
our country it is explicitly stipulated that the legislative power rests 
with the NPC and that the judicial power belongs to the Supreme People's 
Court and the procuratorate. The executive branch has no right to inter- 
fere in the affairs of the judicial department. When the chief of the 
government makes a public statement of his position on a specific case 
and restricts the limits of the trial, he interferes with the independence 
of the judiciary. On 16 March this year, Vice Premier Deng Xiaoping made 
a public statement on the arrest of Fu Yuehua. (He firmly held that Fu 
was guilty, that a public trial would be held and that foreign journal- 
ists would be invited to attend.) Vice Premier Deng Xiaoping, who made 
such a statement before the court had tried the case, has in reality 
trampled on the law. But this is excusable, because he made the state- 
ment before the new laws were promulgated. However, it seems to be 
improper for Premier Hua Guofeng to do so as long as 3 months after the 
new laws were promulgated. When we talk about rule by law and democracy, 
we must first of all bear in mind the concepts of the legal system and 
democracy, and we must respect the law and the people. 


Whether the young people mentioned above have violated the law should be 
determined independently by the judicial department without external 
interference. It should be determined by the people. As for the "gang of 
four," what punishment will be given them? This will also be determined 
absolutely by the judicial department according to the law, rather than by 
“the will of senior officials." Otherwise, if things are still going on 
in the old way, are we not returning to the old days of “rule by man"?! 


[Signed] Qiu Shui [4428 3055], TANSUO, 11 October 1979, Beijing 
CSO: 4005 
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COMMENTS ON WEI JINGSHENG'S CASE REPORTED 

Beijing TANSUO [EXPLORATION] in Chinese 9 Sep 79 pp 43-44 

{[Article: "A Dialogue on Wei Jingsheng"] 

[Text] Recently, on different occasions, I have heard of comments on Wei 


Jingsheng's case. Below are the notes I have taken for the authorities’ 
reference: 


[Question] Do you know why Wei Jingsheng was arrested after all? 


[Answer] It is as plain as a flea on a monk's scalp. People let you 
emancipate your mind a little and you overdo it. You criticize not only 
Chairman Mao but also Marx. Isn't this terrible! 


[Question] But didn't the documents say that he was selling state secrets? 


[Answer] You still believe this! How many times have the documents revealed 
the truth? There is something genuine in the "General Reference," but you 
are not allowed to read it. How can a small electrician in a zoo have any 
State secret to sell! Again, do you think an intelligent man like him 

could have done such a foolish thing? This can only deceive people with no 
brain. 


[Question] Isn't it true that people cannot be incriminated for what he has 
said? 


[Answer] How can you be so stupid! Such statements appear in documents and 
meetings only. 


[Question] So, doesn't it mean anything at all? 


[Answer] It may and may not. It all depends on whether or not it is "beneficial 
to the consolidation of the dictatorship of the proletariat." 


[Question] Have you read Jin Sheng's articles? 
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[Answer] Yes; I have. 
[Question} What do you think of them? 
[Answer] At first, I did not share his views. I felt that he overstepped 
the mark. By the end of March and the beginning of April, however, a blast 
of cold wind swept over me. I thought over it carefully and found that Jin 
Sheng was not wrong after all. He surely had insight. Therefore, I have 
changed my mind. I now sympathize with hin. 
[Question] Have you met Jin Sheng in person? 
[Answer] No. I have only read his articles. 
[Question] His articles show his personality. What do you think of him? 


[Answer] A brave fighter with good brain, high ideals and warm blood, and 
ready to dedicate himself to the national cause. 


[Question] From what you say, he is not much different from Zhang Zhixin then. 
[Answer] His faith is definitely not the same as Zhang Zhixin's; but they 

had the same spirit in pursuing and defending truth. These young people 
should be our national treasure, and it would be criminal to persecute them. 
[Question] Do you think he will end in the same way as Zhang Zhixin did? 
[Answer] Hard to tell! Luckily, the situation is different now. 


[Question] I heard that when Jin Sheng was setting up TANSUO, you knew it, 
but you did not join hin. 


[Answer] Right. 
[Question] Why? 


[Answer] I did not share all his views. What I have received is orthodox 
Marxist education. 


[Question] What about now? 
[Answer] Now, I will join, if TANSUO wants me to. 
[Question] Why? Do you share their views now? 


[Answer] No, not necessarily. I am willing to learn from their spirit of 
EXPLORATION and to join them in EXPLORATION. 


9411 
CSO: 4005 
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IMPLEMENTATION OF CRIMINAL LAW QUESTIONED 
Beijing TANSUO [EXPLORATION] in Chinese 9 Sep 79 pp 34-42 
[Article by Lu Lin [6424 2651]: "The Masses and the Criminal Law") 


[Text] Our country has finally formulated a set of criminal laws. In the 
opinion of some foreigners, these laws are not bad at all; so the question 
is how will they be implemented. 


It would be best for us to leave out other crimes and concentrate our 
discussion on “counterrevolutionary™ and ideological crimes, because the 
question of these crimes are of great concern to people and reflects on 

the state of democracy and the legal system of a country. In about 30 years 
since the liberation of our country, countless people have been wantonly 
persecuted because of ideological crimes, and the vast majority of them were 
innocent, kind-hearted and even pure advocates of justice. Anyone with a 
sense of justice cannot remain indifferent to this fact. Recently, many 
articles in the press have pointed out the desirability of stressing "ideo- 
logical crimes." Since practice is now recognized as the sole criterion 
for testing truth, people should be permitted to voice their opinions. 


Article 90 of the Criminal Law of the People's Republic of China adopted 
not long ago reads: “Actions which are for the purpose of overthrowing the 
political power of the dictatorship of the proletariat and the socialist 
system and which jeopardize the PRC are all counterrevolutionary offenses." 
This definition is not as simple as it sounds, because the article itself is 
questionable. The press has discussed the meaning of these actions and 
held that since words, either spoken or written, only express ideas, a 
“guilty” verdict should never be passed on account of words. As to “action,” 
however, the explanation is also ambiguous. The propagation of an ideology 
or doctrine can be treated as an “action.” Anyway, all activities are 
carried out by human beings, so it is the human element that has a decisive 
effect. In other words, there is no firm criterion. 











Incidentally, it should be pointed out that the essence of the above criminal 
law is: All actions that may jeopardize this political power are counter- 
revolutionary offenses, because regardless of its character, the political 
power implementing its constitution and laws would as a rule claim to be 
the representative of the “proletariat" and the "socialist" system. Anyone 
capable of thinking can understand this point. As people all know, the 
Guomindang and the other reactionary regimes all considered themselves 
“revolutionary.” Thus as everyone understands, the so-called "counter- 
revolutionary” crime laws cannot protect genuine revolutionaries from 
persecution. As for a political power, [several words illegible] the main 
significance lies in the word “jeopardize.” What I have said does not refer 
to any specific regime; I am merely talking about common logics. 


Any ruling regime would protect itself as a matter of course. Even though 
it may be a counterrevolutionary regime, we cannot naively expect it to 
await destruction with folded arms. People must first prevent the birth 
and growth of counterrevolutionary regimes and policies, and in order to do 
so, they must have real democracy. Leaving out the rights to supervision, 
election and administration for the time being, people should have at least 
the rudimentary right of voicing their opinions. Cardinal questions of 
right and wrong can be decided by certain persons. However, to completely 
guarantee the rights of freedom of thinking and freedom of speech, laws in 
their most ideal form should be able to distinguish between speech and acts 
of violence and distinctly stipulate that speeches expressing people's ideas 
and opinions should not constitute any crime; otherwise, even the strictest 
laws will become highly "flexible." In a certain sense, political offenses 
and counterrevolutionary crimes can be construed as other crimes, such as 
“treason” and “divulging state secrets." 


The “flexibility,” as mentioned above, can provide the conditions for making 
trumped up charges, because the right to pass verdicts is in the hands of 
law-courts at various levels. Therefore, regardless of the logics and 
evidence presented by the defense lawyer and his eloquence, the court can 
still arbitrarily pass a "guilty" verdict on innocent people. 


Only the social pressure formed by the outcries of the people can force the 
government to respect human rights. The real verdict, therefore, comes from 
the masses, while the judge, in upholding justice, should note the feelings 
of the people and try to win their support. The determination of right 

and wrong can be influenced by mass opinion; furthermore, laws are formulated 
for the people. Thus we can say that our “criminal laws" are the product 

of social pressure, because they embody the advanced forces and influences 
of various circles as well as the achievements of the democratic movement. 

if people are apathetic or even obsequious, then the whole society will be 

a tragic one, and this type of people are the most disgraceful and dispicable. 
As Lu Kun aptly put it, “the tyranny of a despot turns people into freezing 
irony; tyranny in the form of fooling people turns them into corpses." 

‘hose who are contented with what they are and those who have illusions 
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should know better; those who are contented with a miserable existence or 
are only concerned with the immediate present, should undergo a complete 
change. The destiny of China's society is determined by the Chinese 
people's attitude. 


The so-called “Counterrevolutionary--Wei Jingsheng [7614 0079 3932] as I 
Understand Him"--by Yang Guang [2254 0342] 


Wei Jingsheng, whose penname is Jing Sheng [6855 3932] was the editor of 
TANSUO [EXPLORATION], now aged 29. He was an electrician in the Service 
and Administration Section of Beijing Park. On 29 March 1979, he was 
arrested by the Beijing Municipal Public Security Bureau and is now detained 
in Beijing No 1 Prison at 20, Banbugqiao [0584 2975 2890], of Xuanwu District. 
He is tall and has a fair and round face. He walks in big strides and shows 
an idomwinatable spirit. He is friendly to people; all who have had contact 
with him consider him modest and affable. On one occasion, I went to work 
with him in the Park. On seeing him, a carpenter there asked why he had 
not visited him for such a long time, and insisted that he should stay for 
supper. He had to give many explanations before he could decline the offer. 


He was a hard worker. Whenever he had finished his own work, he would of 
his own accord help the carpenter. Soon he learned carpentry, and later 
applied to the leadership for permission to work concurrently as a carpenter. 
His application was approved. 


Clever and diligent, he was fond of philosophy, political economy, literature 
and social sciences. He bought a lot of books and studied hard whenever he 
had time. 


When the Great Cultural Revolution began, he was among the first group of 

Red Guards of the Middle School attached to the People's University. Like 
many others’, his ambition was to rebel against bureaucracy, and he actively 
plunged into the Great Cultural Revolution initiated by Mao Zedong. In 1967, 
he felt that, instead of rebelling against bureaucracy, he, like the others, 
was being used by some people as a pawn in a struggle for power, and was 
ashamed of it. Therefore, he decided to make a “back thrust." Thus, the 
Shoudu [Capital] Red Guards United Action Headquarters" was born in Beijing. 
They sent some people to Shanghai to look for evidence of Jiang Qing's 

crimes, while he himself led some people to Guangzhou to look for [several 
words illegible]. When a large quantity of documents serving as evidence of 
Jiang Ching's crimes had been collected and compiled, these Red Guards printed 
many pamphlets and sent people to bring them back to Beijing. While on the 
way, both the materials and the escorts were missing. Later, it was learned 
that these people had been arrested and that the "United Action" was slandered 
as reactionary organization by Jiang Qing. [Several words illegible]. Later, 
Zhou Enlai, Lin Biao and Chen Boda received them on behalf of Mao Zedong, 

and [several words illegible] told them that they could still display their 
signboard. [Several words illegible.] 
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In early 1968, Wei Jingsheng came to Anhui and began his contact with 
peasants. He said that during the 3 years of natural disasters, Anhui was 
one of the provinces hardest hit by the famine. At that time, some villages 
were completely wiped out. The peasants later did not want to talk about 

it because they might faint at the recollection of their past suffering. 


At that time, he began to wonder whether it was a natural or a man-made 
disaster. He also began to study socialism and Marxism. 


Later, he joined the army and was transferred from Anhui to Shaanxi. The 
peasants in Shaanxi were very miserable, because they lived on only 4 or 5 
taels of grain each day. When they had nothing to eat, they would come to 
the army farm to steal some crops. The soldiers often caught them in the 
act and had them severely punished. Wei Jingsheng could not bear the sight 
and frequently quarrelled with the cadres on account of the poor peasants. 
Just at that time, the party was about to approve his application for 
membership. Because of his frequent quarrels with cadres, however, his 
application was rejected. So 3 years later, he returned to civilian life 
and was back to Beijing. Then he began to understand the workers’ situation. 
He tried to find out why industrial productive forces could not be speedily 
developed; why it was so hard to improve the workers’ living conditions.... 
His “The Fifth Modernization" and other similar articles written later were 
the result of his study of the Chinese society over a period of 10 years 
with the conclusion that without democracy, there could be no four moder- 
nizations. 


Split with His Father 


On 29 March, Wei Jingsheng was arrested by the Beijing Municipal Public 
Security Bureau on the charge of counterrevolutionary crime. Before then, 
however, he had already been branded as a counterrevolutionary--by his own 
father, a veteran cadre not knowing much about Marxism-Leninism. Wei 
Jingsheng is now already 29 years old, and his father had a room ready for 
him to get married. This room was later used as our printing house. Since 
we met quite frequently, his father sensed that he would soon create 
trouble. Once, he stopped us outside the room and said: “He is a counter- 
revolutionary. You better keep away from him.” Later he threatened to 
evict his son from the room. Wei Jingsheng did not mind what his father 
said and had no intention of arguing with him. He simply silently ate his 
rice when his father was reprimanding him. After eating, he returned to 
work. The question of his room remained unsettled up to the time of his 
arrest. 


Lconomic Hardship 


Because of his split with his father, his wages of some 40 yuan a month was 
‘is sole income. He turned over to me the entire amount for publishing 
-fe journal, and everyday returned home for his two meals. Later, with the 
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increase of circulation, his financial resources were further strained 
because of the need to buy more paper and other printing materials. Then 
his girlfriend donated 150 yuan out of her savings. After his arrest, his 
girlfriend told me: “Wei's socks were all worn out. I told him to buy a new 
pair and he agreed. But on the day of his arrest, I saw him still wearing 
the same pair of socks with large holes." 


Praise, Sympathy and Attack 


After his arrest, I heard many comments from cadres. They said that since 
he had no problem with food or clothing, why should he do such things and 
why should he mix with workers anu peasants? Their implication was that 
whatever he did should have been left for the sons and brothers o1 workers 
who are under-privileged and suffering from persecution and poverty. 
However, many others said to me with great emotion: "He is admirable 
particularly because, instead of relying on his privileged family, he joined 
the broad mass of working people and shared their feelings." 


There are still other individuals saying that because he was an unrecognized 
talent and was ambitious, he had to make a political gamble. I told them 
that they could have made such remarks only because they were professional 
gamblers. [Several words illegible. |] 


Letter from Prison 


One day in July, a postcard came out of the Beijing No 1 Prison. On the 
postcard, Wei gave his girlfriend this message: "I still owe a colleague, 
So-and-so, 30 yuan, So-and-so 4 yuan and So-and-so 1 yuan. Please return 
the money for me." He also asked her to buy some flowers for his mother's 
tomb in Babaoshan on his mother's birthday. He deeply loved his mother and 
very often brought flowers to her tomb in Babaoshan. 


Yang Guang 


Writing under the pen-name Mu {i [4476 0076], Yang Guang was the assistant 
editor of TANSUO, and formerly a student of the 1977 class of physics of 
Beijing University of Industry. [Several words illegible.] At the age of 
24, he was arrested by the Beijing Municipal Public Security Bureau on the 
evening of 22 May 1979. Then on the 29th of the same month, he was detained 
in No 1 Prison in 44, Niu [Ox] Street, Xuanwu District, Beijing. It is 
rumored that he is being kept in the same house with Kuai Dafu [5566 1129 
1381] and Wang Dabin [3769 1129 6333}. 


Yang Guang was born in an intellectual family. His father was an engineer 
in the Ministry of Light Industry, having studied in America. Now his father 
is engaged in translation work. While his mother was alive, she also did 
translation work. 
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He studied"in an elementary school in Sanlitun [0005 6849 1470], Beijing. 
During the cultural revolution, he followed his parents to Anlu County, 
Hubei Province. Here he graduated from a middle school in 1971. He was a 
brilliant student. By the end of 1971, he returned to Beijing with his 
parents and’ joined the Beijing Municipal No 8 High School. He was among 
the first group of high school graduates after the outbreak of the cultural 
revolution. Later he was assigned to a production unit in the rural area 
where he stayed 2 years before returning to Beijing. Here he was assigned 
to a food department. At that time, a former schoolmate, who was teaching, 
wanted to change places with him. So he unexpectedly vecame a teacher. A 
year later, he was accepted by the Beijing University of Industry. 


Chaos were prevalent in schools when he was studying in a middle school. 
Yet he managed to keep up his study and had fine scores in all subjects. 

He also learned foreign language through self-study with remarkable success. 
From his early youth, he had the ambition to study natural sciences and 

to become a scientist. However, influenced by the harsh social realities 
and because of his advancing years, he gradually realized the important 
role of politics in the current society. Therefore, he saved his allowance 
fros\ his parents and bought a lot of books on political science, history, 
geography, literature and art, besides looking up a lot of reference 
materials and taking notes. Later, he and several friends fcez@ed a study 
group for the serious study of various social problems. 


In his early college life, he directed his main attention to class work and 
showed outstanding results. His English was learned through self-study, 

but he still managed to study social sciences. In November 1978, when the 
movement of the Xidan Democratic Wall developed, he realized its great 
significance and determined to plunge into it whole-heartedly. In dedicating 
everything he had to this cause, he requested the college authorities to 
release him, but the request was turned down. After his arrest, however, 

the college authvrities, acting in accordance with certain instructions, 
expelled him from not only the college but also the CYL. 


Yang Guang impressed me most with his firm confidence in the democratic 
movement and his unflinching courage in the face of difficulties. When Wei 
left, he took over the editorship, and in April, when we had to flee the 
city, we lived on one and a half pieces of Chinese flat-bread each day. At 
night, we slept on the couches in a railway station. It was snowing 

heavily and we did not have any warm clothing. We woke up seven or eight 
times a night. Sometimes, when there were many pcople waiting for the train, 
there was no space for us to lie down and we had to sit up all aight. Even 
under such con¢itions, he was still calm. He and Yu Yi [0060 5669] sold 
their watches, and [several words illegible] led us through many crises. 
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For a time, when we were out of Beijing, Yang Guang fell ill because of the 
change of climate, and blisters appeared on his thighs. Because of the lack 
of medical attention and rest, these blisters burst. He also had high fever 
with a temperature of 40 degrees Centigrade when he returned to Beijing. At 
the risk of being arrested (it was said that the Beijing Municipal Public 
Security Bureau had already ordered his arrest), he was escorted by his 
friends and school-mates to a hospital for treatment. He was arrested 

while still under treatment. His friends and school-mates also had to be 
interrogated at the Public Security Bureau. 


How is Yang Guang now? Has he recovered in his dark cell or has his condition 
deteriorated? I have no idea at all. 


9411 
CSO: 4005 
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GREAT ENDURANCE SAID ESSENTIAL TO SURVIVAL 
Beijing TANSUO [EXPLORATION] in Chinese 9 Sep 79 pp 42-43 
{Article by Shenyi [3947 5030]: "Great Endurance") 


[Text] Chinese people have great endurance as generally agreed. Why so? 
The answer is quite evident to not only Chinese people but also foreigners. 
The common explanation is that this is a Chinese tradition. However, I 
have always wanted to find the answer from real life. Now I have it and 

it is quite simple. A Chinese in his motherland must have great endurance; 
otherwise he will be choked by his own wrath! There are many causes for 
our indignation in our daily life--outside, at work, or during rest...If 
we have to survive, we must endure. We have endured generation after 
generation, but when will we stop? Can it be true that we people are 
helpless? No! People should understand that endurance coexists with 
crime. To avoid further causes of indignation and suffering from punish- 
ment or poverty, Chinese people should have the courage to speak up, give 
vent to their pent-up fury, and let it spurt at the evil and decadent forces! 


9411 
CSO: 4005 
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DEMOCRACY WALL POSTERS REPORT TRIAL OF WEI JINGSHENG 
Opening of Trial 
HKO20820 Beijing SIWU LUNTAN [5 APRIL FORUM] in Chinese 21 Oct 79 HK 


[Photograph of SIWU LUNTAN big-character poster appearing on Democracy 
Wall] 


[Text] Chief Judge: The Beijing Municipal Intermediate People's Court 
now opens the public trial of the Wei Jingsheng counterrevolutionary 
case prosecuted by the Beijing Municipal Branch Procuratorate. 
Defendant Wei Jingsheng is brought before the judge. 

Chief Judge: What is your name? 

Wei Jingsheng: My name is Wei Jingsheng. 

Chief Judge: Do you have any other names? 

Wei: I also have the pen name Jinsheng. 

Chief Judge: How old are you? 

Wei: 29. 

Chief Judge: What is your family background? 

Wei: Revolutionary cadre. 

Chief Judge: What is your class status? 

Wei: Student. 

Chief Judge: To which ethnic group do you belong? 


Wei: The Han race. 














+ 


Chief Judge: 
Wei: 
Chief Judge: 


Wei: 


Chief Judge: 


Wei: 
Chief Judge: 
Wei: 
Chief Judge: 
Wei: 
Chief Judge: 


Wei: No. 
from it now. 


Chief Judge: 
Wei: No. 


Chief Judge: 
punishment? 
Wei: Wo. 


Chief Judge: 
League? 


Wei: Yes. 

Chief Judge: 
Wei: 
Chief Judge: 
Wei: No. 


Chief Judge: 


Where is your place of origin? 


Chao [2290] County in Anhui Province. 


Where do you live? 


No 2, Unit 6, North 4th Lane, Fuwai [1009 1120] Street, Western 
City District. 


What is your cultural standard? 


Junior high school graduate. 


Where do you work? 


The Beijing Municipal Park Services management office. 


What is your job? 


Electrician. 


Are you a member of any party or mass organization? 


Ah, I was a member of the Youth League, but I have withdraw 


Have you received any punishment before? 


This includes administrative, disciplinary or legal 


Was there any disciplinary action against you in the Youth 


I was placed on probation in the Youth League. 


When were you taken into custody? 


On 29 March this year. 


Prior to your arrest, had you ever been held in custody? 


Today the Beijing Municipal Intermediate People's Court 


officially opens the case brought against counterrevolutionary Wei 
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Jingsheng by the Beijing Municipal People's Branch Procuratorate. The 
constitution of the court is hereby announced: Judge Lo Kejun [5012 
0344 6874] of the Beijing Municipal Intermediate People's Court serves as 
the chief judge; Shi Yingxian [0670 5391 6343] and Liu Wensheng [0491 
2429 3932] serve as assessors; and stenographer Liu Yanxia [0491 5333 
7209] of the Beijing Municipal Intermediate People's Court serves as 
court reporter. The prosecutor of today's proceedings is Zhang Fengge 
[1728 7685 7041], prosecutor of the Beijing Municipal Branch of the 
People's Procuratorate; the deputy prosecutor is Gao Wenju [8559 2429 
3768]. According to law, you have the right to request a change of 
judges, reporters or prosecutors. That is to say, if there is anyone 

on the bench having any related interest which would disqualify him from 
providing a fair trial, you have the right to request his replacement or 
removal. 


Wei: There is no need. 


Chief Judge: You have the right to defend yourself in court. Since you 
have declined the offer of anyone else defending you, you have the right 
to defend yourself. You have the right to produce new evidence and the 
right to debate the witnesses. You have the right to object and the 
right to request a court investigation or court debate, and so forth... 
Are the above-mentioned facts clear to you? 


Wei: Yes, very clear. 

Chief Judge: Have you read the indictment? 

Wei: Yes, I have. 

Chief Judge: Now will the public prosecutor read out the indictment. 


Public Prosecutor: The indictment made by the Beijing Municipal People's 
Branch Procuratorate to the Beijing Municipal People's Intermediate 
Court: Defendant Wei Jingsheng, alias Jingsheng, male, aged 29, is a 
native of Chao County, Anhui Province. He is a worker of the Beijing 
Municipal Park Services management office and a resident of No 2, Unit 6, 
North 4th Lane, Western City District, Beijing. He was arrested on 

29 March 1979 by the Beijing Public Security Bureau, with the permission 
of the Beijing People's Procuratorate, on counterrevolutionary charges. 
He is now in custody. Investigation of the counterrevolutionary case of 
defendant Wei Jingsheng was concluded by the Beijing Municipal Public 
Security Bureau and transferred to this procuratorate for examination 

and prosecution. After examination, the conclusion was reached that 
defendant Wei Jingsheng be prosecuted on the following charges: 
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I 


Supplying military intelligence of our country to a foreigner. in 
February 1979, during our country's self-defense counterattack against 
Vietnam, defendant Wei Jingsheng furnished a foreigner with the names 

of our commanding officers and the strength of the troops we employed. 

He also supplied the foreigner with military intelligence on the progress 
of and number of casualties in the war. All these are counterrevolu- 
tionary crimes which violate Article 6 of the Penal Code Against 
Counterrevolutionaries. 


(HK020825] II 


Carrying out counterrevolutionary propaganda and agitation. The 
defendant used the writing of reactionary articles and the editing of 

the reactionary journal TANSUO as a means of achieving his counter- 
revolutionary aims. During the period from December 1978 to March 1979 
he wrote several articles entitled "The Fifth Modernization--Democracy 
and Others," “Continued Discussion of ‘The Fifth Modernization-- 
Democracy and Others,'"” “Further Discussion of ‘The Fifth Modernization-——- 
Democracy and Others,'" “Human Rights, Equality and Democracy," and so 
forth. These articles aimed at propagating and agitating for the over- 
throw of the regime of the dictatorship of the proletariat and the 
socialist system. These articles were circulated widely in Beijing and 
Tianjin. Article 2 of the Constitution stipulates that Marxism and Mao 
Zedong Thought are the guiding ideologies of the People's Republic of 
China. However, Wei Jingsheng slandered Marxism and Mao Zedong Thought 
as a prescription only slightly better than the medicine peddled by 
charlatans. Article 1 of the Constitution stipulates that the People's 
Republic of China is a socialist country of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat, led by the working class and based on the worker-peasant 
alliance. Article 56 of the Constitution stipulates that citizens of 

the republic should support the leadership of the Chinese Communist Party, 
the socialist system, the unity of the motherland and the unity of all 
nationalities. The citizen should also adhere to the Constitution and 
the law. However, Wei Jingsheng vilified our state system of dictator- 
ship of the proletariat as a feudalistic monarchy under the cloak of 
socialism. Thus, he tried to incite the masses not to believe in the 
stability and unity advocated by dictators, to refrain from becoming 

the modern tools of expansionism of dictatorial rulers and to give up 
their illusions. He urged the people to focus their rage on the sinis- 
ter system which has brought a tragic fate to the people. He also advo- 
cated the seizure of power from the hands of overlords. Artic!* ”° of the 
Penal Code Against Counterrevolutionaries stipulates that count » vlu- 
tionary crimes directed at overthrowiug the people's democratic regime 
and damaging the cause of the people's democracy are to be prosecuted in 
accordance with this code. According to the law of our people's demo- 
cratic regime, that is, the regime of the dictatorship of the proletariat, 
activities endangering the People's Republic of China and aiming at 
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overthrowing the regime of the dictatorship of the proletariat and the 
socialist system are regarded as counterrevolutionary crimes. Wei 
Jingsheng's propaganda and agitation for the overthrow of the regime of 
the dictatorship of the proletariat and the socialist system are in vio- 
lation of Article 10 of the Penal Code Against Counterrevolutionaries. 
Therefore, he is guilty of counterrevolutionary propaganda and agita- 
tion. The above-mentioned charges are well proven and sufficient for 
prosecution. It is the view of this procuratorate that defendant Wei 
Jingsheng has betrayed his motherland by supplying military information 

to a foreigner, thus endangering the People's Republic of China. He has 
violated the Constitution of the National People's Congress by writing 
reactionary articles agitating for the overthrow of the dictatorship of 
the proletariat and the socialist system. All these make up the charges 
against him of counterrevolutionary crimes. For the sake of safeguarding 
the socialist system, strengthening the people's democratic dictatorship, 
maintaining stability and unity, insuring the smooth progress of social- 
ist modernized construction and suppressing counterrevolutionary sabotage, 
the defendant should be publicly prosecuted according to Article 2, Item l 
of Article 6, and Item 2 of Article 10 of the People's Republic of China's 
Penal Code Against Counterrevolutionaries. It is hoped that the defendant 
will be punished according to the law. 


Procuratorate Indictment 
HKO60840 Beijing SIWU LUNTAN [5 APRIL FORUM] in Chinese 21 Oct 79 HK 


[Photograph of SIWU LUNTAN big-character poster appearing on Democracy 
Wall] 


[Text] The indictment of the Beijing Municipal People's Branch Pro- 
curatorate. 


Date: 16 October 1979 
Place: Beijing Municipal Intermediate People's Court 
Prosecutor: Gao Wenyu [7559 2429 3768] 


Chief Judge, people's assessors: Today in this court which is trying 
defendant Wei Jingsheng, I, as a public prosecutor of the state, will 
deliver the indictment in support of the prosecution. The court hear- 
ing just now has fully proven that the counterrevolutionary crimes of 
the defendant Wei Jingsheng as stated by this procuratorate are 
irrefutable. Although the defendant denies the charges, there is no 
denying that he carried out an enormous number of counterrevolutionary 
activities in view of the weight of evidence. First, the defendant Wei 
Jingsheng betrayed his motherland by supplying our important military 
intelligence to a foreigner. It is a well-known fact that Vietnam 
shares a common border with our country and had been a friendly 
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neighbor in the past. However, in recent years the authorities in 
Vietnam have become the willing tool of Soviet hegemonism due to the 
needs of fiational and international politics. The Vietnamese authori- 
ties have tried in vain to assert themselves as the masters of Southeast 
Asia anc to purposely worsen the relations between China and Vietnam by 
initiating frequent border clashes, firing at our inhabitants and destroy- 
ing many‘of our villages. The peace and tranquillity of our border was 
disrupted, and a series of bloody incidents ensued. All these things 
seriously damaged our relations with Vietnam. Our country repeatedly 
registered strong protests against all this. However, the Vietnamese 
authorities neglected our warnings by insisting on their own way and 
continued to enlarge the conflict. This infringed on the safety of our 
territory and the dignity of our country, thus endangering our four 
modernizations. The anti-Chinese activities of the Vietnamese authori- 
ties enraged our people. When we came to the limit of our tolerance, 

we launched our counterattack against the instigations of the Vietnamese 
authorities on 27 February 1979. The entire Chinese people were of one 
mind against the enemy. The border defense troops of our Liberation Army 
fought courageously. Public opinion throughout the world was unanimous 
in condemning the criminal activities of Vietnam. However, shortly after 
our country launched the self-defensive counterattack against the Viet- 
namese aggressors to defend our border area, the defendant Wei Jingsheng 
arranged secret meetings with foreign agents in Beijing and supplied (X) 
foreigner with important military intelligence, including the names of 
the commanders of the Chinese troops, the number of such troops, battle 
developments and the number of casualties. fFor the sake of the people 
and the motherland, the heroic border defense forces of the PLA engaged 
in bloody battles on the frontier. They suffered wounds and gave up 
their lives to punish the Vietnamese aggressors. However, at the height 
of this hand-to-hand fighting, the defendant Wei Jingsheng willingly 
became the running dog of Vietnam. Being a hidden enemy agent and a 
traitor, he supplied a foreigner with highly confidential and important 
military intelligence which directly concerned .he interests of the state 
and affected the whole situation of the war. Is it not clear that his 
counterrevolutionary activity created a serious danger to the state? Wei 
Jingsheng had maintained illicit relations with a foreign country and 
betrayed his motherland. Thus, he is merely a scum of the nation and a 
criminal among the people. Were not the traitorous deeds of Wei 
Jingsheng counterrevolutionary through and through? These are crimes 
against our socialist motherland and the people of the whole country. 
According to Article 16 and Item 1 of Article 6 of the “Penal Code 
Against Counterrevolutionaries" of the People's Republic of China, 
stealing state secrets, espionage or providing others with intelligence 
is punishable by death or life imprisonment. If the case is not serious, 
a sentence of 5 or more years' imprisonment is stipulated. Wei Jingsheng 
should be punished by law. Secondly, the defendant Wei Jingsheng wrote 
many reactionary articles to carry out his counterrevolutionary propa- 
ganda and agitation for the overthrow of the regime of the dictatorship 
of the proletariat and the socialist system. Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong 


43 





Thought is the ideology guiding our revolution and construction. Marxisnm- 
Leninism is a scientific revolutionary theory and a strong ideological 
weapon for the liberation of the world proletariat and for carrying out 
revolution. Mao Zedong Thought is the application and development of 
Marxism-Leninism in China. It is the product of the integration of the 
general truth of Marxism-Leninism with the concrete practice of the 
Chinese revolution. [HK060845] From several decades of revolutionary 
practice it is the heartfelt realization of the Chinese people that 
without Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought there would have been no 
new China. Likewise, if the Chinese Communist Party had not existed, 
there would have been no new China. It is the conviction of the Chinese 
people that only when we continue in Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought 
can we go from victory to victory in the socialist revolution and the 
four modernizations. This is the basic principle written in our coun- 
try's constitution and the standard of action which every citizen should 
follow. However, the defendant Wei Jingsheng totally disregarded the 
iron truth mentioned above. Between December 1978 and March 1979 the 
defendant successively wrote more than 10 reactionary articles, such as 
"The Fifth Modernization--Democracy and Others," the second and third 
discussions of "The Fifth Modernization--Democracy and Others," "Human 
Rights, Equality and Democracy," "The Limits of Democracy," "Democracy 
or New Dictatorship,” and so forth. These articles were posted in places 
like Xidan Street and printed in the reactionary journal TANSUO. In 
these articles he tried his best to vilify Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong 
Thought as a prescription only slightly better than that peddled by 
charlatans. He also slandered our socialist system as an autocratic 
social system which negated and suppressed democracy. He said that our 
social system was nothing but a feudal monarchy disguised as socialism. 
He publicly clamored for “concentrating our fury against the sinister 
system responsible for the tragic situation of the people." He was 
frenzied enough to propose the seizure of power from the hands of “those 
overlords.” What kind of system was he proposing if he opposed the 
socialist system? Whose power was he seizing? Is it not clear enough? 
In opposition to the principle of stability and the realization of the 
four modernizations, the defendant Wei Jingsheng urged, under the banner 
of uniting under democracy, that we “not believe in the ‘unity and 
stability’ advocated by dictators." He also charged that "fascist 
autocracy will only bring calamities" and told the people to “give up 
their illusions about them." He also clamored, “Down with all self- 
impose leaders and teachers" and “refrain from becoming the modern 
tools _f expansionism of dictatorial rulers." All these things were 
aimer ¢ shaking the determination of the people of the whole country 

to realite the four modernizations. This also disrupted the shifting of 
the work i»cus of the whole party and country to the four modernizations. 
The defendant Wei Jingsheng posted and widely circulated a total of 
2,900 copies of the reactionary journal TANSUO, which had printed the 
above-mentioned highly reactionary articles, around Xidan Street and 
Huangfujing. To fan counterrevolutionary public opinion, increase his 
influence and incite the masses, he also used a stolen car to carry his 
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reactionary journal TANSUO to Tianjin for posting and circulation. This 
had very harmful effects. The counterrevolutionary propaganda and agi- 
tation carried out by Wei Jingsheng disrupted stability and unity and 
created disorder, which obstructed normal social order, work and produc- 
tion procedures. It is obvious that the above-mentioned counterrevolu- 
tionary activities of the defendant Wei Jingsheng were directed ageinst 
Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought, the leadership of the party, the 
dictatorship of the proletariat and the socialist system. He was 
creating public opinion to change the socialist system of our country. 
His criminal aim in writing these reactionary articles was to carry out 
counterrevolutionary propaganda and agitation, hoping vainly to over- 
throw the regime of the dictatorship of the proletariat and the socialist 
system. This would in fact push the people of the whole country back 
into the depths of misery. Can we tolerate the fulfillment of such 
criminal acts of his without punishing him? The above-meationed counter- 
revolutionary crimes of Wei Jingsheng are in direct violation of Article 
56 of our Constitution, which stipulates that “citizens must support the 
leadership of the Communist Party of China, support the socialist systea, 
safeguard the unification of the motherland and the unity of all nationali- 
ties in our country and abide by the constitution and the law." Such 
crimes also violate Articie 57 concerning the maintenance of public order. 
Thus, the most fundamental principle of the constitution was disrupted. 
This is in violation of the law of our country. According to Article 2 
of the Penal Code Against Counterrevolutionaries of the People's Republic 
of China, any counterrevolutionary crimes aimed at overthrowing the 
regime of people's democracy and sabotaging the people's democracy should 
be punished in accordance with this code. (HKO60850} Item 3 of Article 
10 stipulates that carrying out counterrevolutionary propaganda and agi- 
tation and creating and spreading rumors are punishable by 3 or more 
years’ imprisonment. If the case is serious, it will result in the death 
penalty or life imprisonment. The defendant Wei Jingsheng must be 
punished. The defendant Wei Jingsheng tried his best to defend his 
criminal acts mentioned above. He said that his writing of reactionary 
articles was a democratic right of a citizen and the right of freedom of 
speech granted by the constitution. He also argued that supplying aili- 
tary intelligence to a foreigner was just friendly communication with 
foreigners. These are merely pretexts for his counterrevolutionary 
crimes, created to fool himself and everyone else. Our constitution 
clearly stipulates extensive democratic rights. However, our democracy 
should be a democracy protected by law. It does not mean absolute 
freedom for one to do as one iikes. The legal system is the guarantee 

ot democracy. The socialist legal system is an expression of the will 

oi the proletariat and the broad masses of the people. Every citizen 
siould abide by the constitution and the system stipulated by law, which 
is absolutely essential for the realization of democratic rights. 
Therefore, the freedom of speech of the individual citizen must be based 
on the four basic principles of insisting on the socialist road, on the 
dictatorship of the proletariat, on the leadership of the party and on 
Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought. The citizen only has the freedom to 
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support these principles and not the freedom to oppose them. In our 
country the rights and freedom of the individual are not allowed to 
infringe on the rights and freedom of the majority. Otherwise, the 
necessary conditions for building China into a modern and powerful 
country, such as order in society, work, production, scientific 
research and daily life, will not be insured. Socialist democracy is 
democracy within the constitution and is guaranteed by law. If we allow 
ourselves to be divorced from the constitution and the law and act as we 
please, there can be no democracy or freedom. On the contrary, this is 
sabotage of democracy and freedom. The defendant Wei Jingsheng used the 
power of his job in 1974 to sell timber unlawfully. Is this what you 
understand by democratic rights and freedom? When Vice Chairman Deng 
Xiaoping was in charge in 1975, various kinds of work were progressing 
after the period of consolidation. However, from February to September, 
Wei Jingsheng worked only 15 days while staying away 79 days. Is this 
the freedom that Wei Jingsheng has been advocating? On 6 February 1975 
the clinic of the Industrial and Commercial Bureau gave him 1 day's sick 
leave. However, he himself changed it to 1 week. On 9 June of the 
same year the same clinic gave him 2 days’ sick leave; however, he 
changed this to 2 weeks. Is this the democratic rights and freedom you 
are looking for? When the focus of the work of the party and state was 
shifted in 1979 to the realization of the four modernizations, Wei 
Jingsheng stayed away from work for 4.5 days in January and 7 days in 
February. Is this also the democratic rights and freedom you have been 
advocating? The above-mentioned facts reveal that what Wei Jingsheng 
wanted was the freedom not to engage in labor, the freedom to dispense 
with discipline, the freedom to engage in speculation and the freedom to 
engage in counterrevolutionary activities sabotaging socialism and sub- 
verting the dictacorship of the proletariat. The series of counterrevo- 
lutionary activities he engaged in are obviously not ones in which 
people's democratic rights are exercised. This is exactly what he 
called the seizure of power from the hands of those overlords. The 
defendant Wei Jingsheng hid his criminal aims of overthrowing the regime 
of the dictatorship of the proletariat and changing the socialist system 
under the guise of democracy. If such individualistic freedom of the 
minority is allowed to run rampant, the freedom of the majority will be 
lost. The people will sink into misery, and the nation will be doomed. 
We should not only forbid such freedom but should in fact deal with it 
severely. It is therefore obvious that out of his counterrevolutionary 
aims the defendant Wei Jingsheng supplied our military intelligence to a 
foreign country, endangering our national security and acting as a 
running dog of Vietnam and becoming a traitor and a hidden enemy. All 
these things aimed at overthrowing the regime of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat and changing our socialist system. We should deal severely 
with such a counterrevolutionary and give him the most stern punishment 
under the law. After his arrest the defendant Wei Jingsheng obstinately 
continued in his reactionary position and viewpoints. [HK060855) It is 
the opinion of this procuratorate that, judging from the evidence of the 
criminal activities of the defendant Wei Jingsheng and in view of his 
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obstinacy in denying his charges, the court should mete out the most 
severe pumishment in accordance with Article 2, Article 10, Item 2 of 
Article 3, Article 16 and Item 1 of Article 6 of the Penal Code Against 
Counterrevolutianeries of the People's Republic of China. The above are 
the principal reasons and legal basis upon which the Beijing Municipal 
People's Branch Procuratorate handed the defendant Wei Jingsheng over to 
the court for trial. The court is requested to give overall considera- 
tion and the most accurate judgment. 


Wei Jingsheng Defense 
HKO51200 Beijing SIWU LUNTAN [5 APRIL FORUM) in Chinese 21] Oct 79 IK 


[Photograph of SIWU LUNTAN big-character poster appearing on Democracy 
Wall} 


[Text] Wei Jingsheng's Defense 
Time: 16 October 1979 
Place: Beijing Intermediate People's Court 


I believe the charges enumerated in the Beijing procuratorate's indic: - 
ment are untenable. I published publications and wrote big-character 
posters on the basis of Article 45 of the constitution: Citizens have 
freedom of speech, correspondence, assembly, publication and association 
and to parade, demonstrate and strike, as well the freedom to air their 
views freely, write big-character posters and hold big debates. We pub- 
lished our publications for the purpose of exploring China and making 
China more prosperous and powerful. We believe that only by free, 
unrestrained and practical exploration is it possible to achieve this 
purpose. The Public Security Bureau and the procuratorate represent 

our activities, which are based on the above principles, as counter- 
revolutionary activities. I cannot accept this. Below are my concrete 
views on the charges enumerated in the indictment. 


First, the indictment states th. / terrevolutionary crime is com- 
mitted when our country's militaiy 1: iligence is given to a foreigner. 
According to my memory, both the new ,;vual code and the old regulations 
for punishing counterrevolutionaries (the judge interposes: A little 
slower) say: To furnish the enemy with intelligence is to commit treason. 
The procurator says that British and French reporters and I [passage 
illegible] and conduct, whether or not Hua Guofeng received the report- 
ers of West European countries | passage illegible}. According to the 
provisions of the constitution, citizens have [passage blocked by by- 
stander's hand]. Does the procurator also hold that the press and 

radio stations have also committed treason when they meke known what 
they have obtained through analysis? The word military intelligence is 
a very broad concept. Citizens have the duty to keep secrets, but the 
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premise is that citizens must know what secrets are to be kept. In other 
words, these secrets must be made clear to them beforehand and indicated 
as military secrets before they have the duty to keep them. Only such 
matters can be called secrets or military secrets in the legal sense. 

I was never told of the secrets I must keep. After the outbreak of the 
Sino-Vietnamese war, I had no access to anything indicated as secret. In 
my talks with the reporters and diplomats of friendly nations I could not 
but touch on the circumstances in this respect. 


Chief Judge (interposes): A little slower, Wei Jingsheng. 


I believe this is to promote friendship and mutual understanding among 
the peoples of various nations through reporters and diplomats and is the 
foundation for promoting mutual aid among the working people of various 
nations. After its outbreak the Sino-Vietnamese war became a major event 
of concern to the people at home and abroad. Thus, during this period in 
my talks with foreign reporters and diplomats I could not but touch on 
this subject. I had no way of knowing whether the news I talked about 
was news the government did not want to disclose. I am an ordinary man 
in the street, and my source of information was hearsay, not any offi- 
cial government documents. I had no way of knowing whether my news 
coincided with documents marked confidential, because I did not read any 
confidential government documents. The news I talked about could not 
cause any harm to the situation on our front. This was what I took into 
account beforehand. For instance, I mentioned the name of the commander 
in chief on the front. Who has ever heard that one side ever lost a 
battle because the other side knew the name of its commander? How could 
mentioning the name of the front commander be detrimental to the situa- 
tion on the front? Not since ancient times has it ever been heard that 
the name of a commander would become a decisive factor in war. This 
argument is untenable. Of course, the procurator might say that accord- 
ing to our country it is a military secret. But during the time of the 
“gang of four" the practice of isolation meant that anything could arbi- 
trarily be taken as secret and any random talk with foreigners could be 
regarded as collusion with foreign countries. [passage illegible) 
{HKO51215] Does the procurator want people to follow the practice of the 
time of the “gang of four,” or does he want them to observe laws? The 
Public Security Bureau said that I should follow the rule of keeping 
secrets. I do not know what this rule is. I only know that this law 
itself has been kept a secret, because it is not a law proclaimed to the 
public to be obeyed by the people. It can only be taken as an internal 
regulation. People have the obligation to obey the constitution and the 
laws but are under no obligation to obey any internal regulation of which 
they are not aware. Summing up what has been said before, first I do not 
have any intention of betraying my mother country. Secondly, I have not 
provided the enemy with anything. Thirdly, what I have told my friends 
is definitely not any state or military secret. The charge of treason as 
set forth by the procurator cannot be established. If the procurator 
thinks that I have committed errors because the content of my talks with 
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foreigners included things which the government did not wish me to tell, 
I can totally accept it. From now on I will keep the secrets which the 
government feels should be kept, according to the reasonable demands of 
the government, because this is the duty of every citizen. But I still 
hope that the government can specify more clearly the scope of the 
secrets which should be kept by the people, so that they will not be at 
a loss as to what to do. The practice at the time of the “gang of four' 
is definitely ineffective. If the criteria at the time of the “gang of 
four" are still adopted, people will be at a loss as to wnat to do. 
This will.directly obstruct the friendly contacts between the Chinese 
people and the people of other countries and will also bring chaos to 
judicial work. This is good neither for the country nor for the people. 
Second, the indictment states that I carried out counterrevolutionary 
propaganda and agitation. It calis my articles, such as “The Fifth 
Modernization--Democracy and Others," reactionary articles and our pub- 
lication TANSUO a reactionary publication. If this is the case, we 
should first clarify what is revolution and what is counterrevolution. 
Owing to the influence of cultural autocracy and the policy of hood- 
winking the people adopted by the "gang of four" for many years, some 
people now have the following view: It is revolutionary it we act ia 
accordance with the will of the leaders in power and counterrevolu- 
tionary if we oppose the will of the people in power. I cannot agree 
with this debasing of the concept of revolution. Revolution refers to 
the tide which conforms to historical development and stands in the 
forefront of the historical tide. it also refers to wagin struggles 
against things which hinder historical development. Revolution is the 
struggle between the new and the old. The debasing of the soncept of 
revolution--to label the will of the people in power as forever revolu- 
tionary, to wipe out all divergent views and theories and to think of 
power as truth--was precisely one of the most effective tools used by 
the “gang of four" in the past 20 years and more to suppress revolu- 
tionaries and the people. The second question which I wil! talk about 
below is the scope of the suitable application of the term counter- 
revolution. Strictly speaking, the term counterrevolution is < political 
concept which starts from a historical angle and is used to study prob- 
lems. In the realm of politics there are no unalterable concepts. 

Since the revolutionary tides ere different in different sistorical 
periods, the targets of the concept of counterrevolution are also dif- 
ferent. If a certain fact or concept is taken as the guiding principle, 
the result can only be [passage illegible]. Even in the revolutionary 
period the understanding of the concept of counterrevolution would also 
be very different because of the differences in the levels of under- 
standing. Taking this constantly changing political concept as the 
criterion for conviction is like using the willow catkins which drift 

in the wind as the yardstick for weasuring heights. It is not possible 
to attain the objective of accuracy. This is one of the reasons for the 
emergence of a large number of grievances, false accusations and wrong 
cases in the past 30 years, as well as one of the reasons why the "gang 
of four" mounted the stage contrary to the will of the people. Taking 
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prevailing political concepts as the criteria for law will inevitably 
lead to a counterrevolutionary standpoint. The last question to be 
clarified is the relationship between the present revolutionary tide 

and my articles. The current historical tide is a democratic tide, 

one which opposes feudal fascist dictatorship. The present stage of 
development in Chinese society has put forth the following tasks for 

the Chinese people: Without carrying out reforms of the social system 
and eradicating the social causes of dictatorial fascist dictatorship, 
without thoroughly exercising democracy, without protecting the demo- 
cratic power of the people, Chinese society cannot advance and socialist 
modernization cannot be realized in our country. Therefore, the tide 

of democracy is the current revolutionary tide. The central theme in 

my articles such as “The Fifth Modernization--Democracy and Others” 
advocates that without democracy there are no four modernizations. 
Without the fifth modernization-~democracy--all modernizations are 

doomed to failure. How can such a central theme be counterrevolu- 
tionary? People and things that oppose it should be justly included in 
the realm of counterrevolution. Certainly the arguments and views in 

the articles cannot all be correct. They must be put to the test of 
historical practice and should meet criticism on all sides. Only in 

this way can they be even more correct. However, even though the argu- 
ments and views are not totally correct, they do not dim the revolu- 
tionary nature of the central theme. This is a very simple rule. 
{HKO51230] Third, the indictment says: "Slandered Marxism-Leninism-Mao 
Zedong Thought as a prescription only slightly better than the medicine 
peddled by charlatans." According to my understanding, slander means the 
utterance of false charges against others. The prescriptions of 
charlatans basically cannot be a charge. The procurator has interpreted 
things out of context in using this half-sentence. This basically cannot 
constitute the charge of slander. [passage illegible] is definitely not 
the Marxism of more than 100 years; it is the Marxism of political 
swindlers such as Lin Biao and the "gang of four." I do not think that 
there are things in the world which do not change at all from beginning 
to end. I do not think that absolutely correct theories exist in the 
world. All thoughts and theories are relative to their environment and 
have relative truth and relative absurdity. Theories which are reia- 
tively correct here and now may be relatively absurd at other times and 
in other places. Theories which are correct in relation to certain 
things may be absurd in relation to other things. Each theory simultane- 
ously has a possible truth as well as a possible absurdity. Marxism is 
certainly no exception. After developing for more than 100 years, Marxism 
has been successively changed into many different branches, for example, 
Kautskyism, Leninism, Trotskiyism, Stalinism, Mao Zedong Thought, European 





communism and so on. These theories follow the basic principles of Marxism 
in full or in part, although they have modified or revised certain portions 


of the Marxist system. Consequently, they can all be called Marxism, 
though they are not the original Marxism. A considerable portion of the 
theoretical core of the original Marxism consists of the description of a 
perfect society. This ideal realm is not peculiar to Marxism. This was 
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the general wish of the working class and intellectuals in Europe at 

that time’ for freedom, equality, public ownership of property and social 
justice. Marxism advocates a form of dictatorship with the combination 
of general democracy and the concentration of power to realize this 
ideal. This is the most obvious characteristic of Marxism. After the 
past 100 years and more of practice, we find that governments organized 
under the form of a dictatorship in which power is concentrated, such as 
the Soviet Union, Vietnam and China before the “gang of four" was 
smashed, have without exception degenerated into kinds of fascist 
governments with a minority of the leading class exercising dictator- 
ship over the broad masses of the working people. Those fascist dicta~ 
tors who have already grasped power in these governments do not take 

the dictatorship of the proletariat as the tool for realizing the ideals 
of communism. On the contrary, they ail invariably take the ideals of 
communism ag the tool for strengthening the so-called dictatorship of the 
proletariat and the dictatorship of a small number of rulers. The fate 
of Marxism is like that of many schools of thought in history. Its revo- 
lutionary essence was emasculated after its second and third generations. 
Some of the ideals of its teachings have been used by rulers as the pre- 
text for enslaving the people and as the tool for hoodwinking them. 

Thus, the nature of the teachings has been fundamentally changed. 1 call 
the practice of using ideals as a pretext for enslaving the peopie and a 
tool for hoodwinking them idealism. Some people also call it faith. 

The feudal fascist autocratic dictatorship of the “gang of four’ was the 
highest peak of its development. is this modern superstitution, this 
worship of beautiful ideals and this fascism which hoodwinks the people 
not deceitful tricks of the present time? Is this not a prescription 
which is only slightly better than the medicine peddled by charlatans? 
What needs to be pointed out is that these conclusions which I arrived 
at on the basis of the process of the historical development of Marxism 
may be correct and may be erroneous. This can be settled through fur- 
ther theoretical investigation. I welcome any criticism of them. But 
no matter whether the conclusions are correct or not, it is not a crime 
to carry out theoretical investigations and exchange opinions with other 
people in accordance with the principle of freedom of speech and publi- 
cation. We should all critically treat any thought or theory which has 
existed in history or now exists. This is the Marxist attitude of study. 
Then why can we not critically handle Marxism? Those people who do not 
allow the critical treatment of Marxism are actually worshipping Marxism 
as a religion. Everyone has the right to believe in or adhere to the 
theory he deems to be correct, but he should not take a theory and 
forcibly impose it on others in a compulsory way so that it has legal 
force. Otherwise, he has interfered with the freedom of other people. 
Fourth, the indictment states: ‘Waved the banner of so-called freedom 

of speech and the demand for democracy and human rights to agitate for 
the overthrow of the regime of the dictatorship of the proletariat and 
the socialist system." First, I must point out that freedom of speech 

is not a wild allegation but is stipulated in black and white in the 
constitution. It is a right which every citizen should enjoy. The tone 





in which the procurator talks about the right which the constitution 
gives citizens shows not only that he is prejudiced in his thinking but 
also that he has forgotten his responsibility of protecting the demo- 
cratic rights of citizens. He takes the democratic rights of citizens 

as the object of ridicule. I do not see any need to refute item by 

item the misinterpreted and out-of-context charges listed by the 
procurator. I only want to point out his negligence. One of the 

charges is this half-sentence: “a feudalist monarchy under the cloak 

of socialism." Was the fascist dictatorship of the "gang of four" not 

a feudal monarchy wearing the cloak of socialism? There is also this 
half-sentence: “refrain from becoming the modern tools of expansionism 
of dictatorial rulers." I remember that the latter half of this 

sentence is, "we want the modernization of people's life." Does this 
mean that the procurator wants to be the tool of modernization used by 
the dictatorial rulers to expand their ambition but is unwilling to 
modernize the people's livelihood? [HKO51245] I do not think that the 
procurator is like this, and I am unwilling to believe that he will not 
allow me to criticize the feudal fascism of the “gang of four." However, 
what can the above citation prove? I do not want to make rash comments. 
I only know that it cannot in any way show that I wished to overthrow the 
government and the socialist system, nor can it show that I sabotaged the 
cause of people's democracy. Our publication TANSUO has never taken part 
in the activities of any organization engaged in conspiracy or violence. 
TANSUO is a publication of theoretical investigation publicly on sale. 

It has never taken the overthrow of the government as its aim and cannot 
possibly take part in activities to overthrow the government. It con- 
siders itself a part of the cause of democracy for the people and cannot 
possibly sabotage the cause of democracy for the people. When we were 
asked whether we were prepared to take part in armed struggle or carry 
out activities to overthrow the government, I gave a definite reply. I 
do not think that armed struggle is an indispensable form in the creation 
of democratic politics. I think that legal propaganda and the democratic 
movement are the essential and indispensable ways of creating democratic 
politics. Overthrow of the government is different from the creation of 
democratic politics. The political system of democracy can only be 
realized gradually through reform of the old political system after the 
majority of the people have come to understand it. This viewpoint is one 
of the basic aims of our publication. Yang Guang, Lu Lin, Jiao Nan, Liu 
Qing and others can give evidence to this point. They have heard me 
mention this before. The procurator accused me of wanting to overthrow 
the socialist system. This does not conform to the facts. The procurator 
claimed that he had examined my articles. He then should see that a 
specific chapter, "Socialism and Democracy," in the article "Continued 
Discussion of 'The Fifth Modernization--Democracy and Others’" stated my 
views on socialism. In my several conversations with the procurator we 
also talked about this question. The procurator says he does not know. 
Certainly the socialist system in the mind of the procurator may differ 
greatly from my concept of it. I think that the socialist system in 
reality is multifaceted, with no set form for all cases. In accordance 
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with the clear-cut differences between them, I divide the socialist sys- 
tem into two big categories: The first is autocratic socialism on the 
model of the Soviet Union, characterized by the concentration of power 

in a handful of people in power. The second category is democratic 
socialism, which is characterized by the concentration of power in all 
the people, organized together in a democratic way. The wish of the 
maivrity of the people in our country is to realize this democratic 
socialism. The aim of our exploration is also to seek the road for 
reaching this type of social system. I have taken part in the demo- 
cratic movement precisely to realize this kind of democratic socialism 

in our country. I think it is impossible to realize economic moderniza- 
tion in our country without carrying out reforms of the political systen, 
without assuring the democratic rights of the people and without guaran- 
teeing a democratic system. A democratic political system is the pre- 
requisite for our country's comprehensive modernization. This is the 
title and background of my article “The Fifth Modernization--Democracy 
and Others" and is also the central theme expounded in the articles. 

The procurators perhaps do not agree with these theories. However, the 
theory of socialism with which they do not agree is not the same as 
overthrowing the socialist system. Fifth, I do not see any need to 
refute one by one the misinterpreted and out-of-context charges listed 

by the procurator. I just want to make two points: First, the consti- 
tution gives the people the right to criticize leaders, because they are 
human beings and not deities. Only through criticism and supervision by 
the people can they reduce their errors, avoid becoming overlords who 
ride roughshod over the people, and really make the people feel at ease. 
Secondly, to carry out reforms of the socialist system in our country, 

it is necessary to rely on the people in the whole country to discover 
the shortcomings in the present system through criticism esd discussion. 
Otherwise, the reforms cannot be successfully carried out. Therefore, it 
is the right of every citizen to criticize any unreasonable people or 
things that he sees. This is also a responsibility which he cannot shift. 
No individual and no organization has the right to interfere with this 
sovereign right. Criticism cannot possibly be nice and appealing to the 
ear or entirely correct. To require that criticism be entirely correct 
and to inflict punishment if it is not is the same as prohibiting criti- 
cism and reforms and elevating the leaders to the position of deities. 

Is it really true that we must once again take the old path of modern 
superstition of the "gang of four"? Certainly, criticism must be based 
on facts, and personal abuse and vilification must not be allowed. This 
is one of the basic principles of our publication. This can be proven by 
the declaration in the introduction to the magazine. If the procurator 
thinks that I have not done enough in this respect, I am willing to accept 
the criticism made by the procurator or by anyone else. The above is my 
defense. 


[Signed] SIWU LUNTAN 
Arranged according to the records, 21 October 1979. 


Owing to the lack of time, these main parts have been published first; 
others will be published one by one at a later date. 


CSO: 4005 
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BEIJING JOURNALS, WALL POSTERS COMMENT ON WEI JINGSHENG TRIAL 
"SIWU LUNTAN': Trial ‘Unfair' 
HK120150 Beijing SIWU LUNTAN [5 APRIL FORUM] in Chinese 20 Oct 79 HK 


[Photograph of big-character poster of SIWU LUNTAN article by Xu Shu 
[2829 0023): “An Unfair Trial--Our Opinion of the Verdict of the 
Beijing Municipal People's Court on the Wei Jingsheng case") 


[Text] The trials of Wei Jingsheng and Fu Yuehua have finally begun. 
This is an encouraging step, showing that our legal departments are 
determined to handle lawsuits according to the law. 


However, it is regrettable that the trial of the Wei Jingsheng case 
began without public announcement. It is a well-known fact that since 
the second session of the Fifth NPC promulgated the new legal code our 
legal work has launched into a trial period for the new legal code. 
Practices such as court hearings and public announcements before trials 
have been reinstated. However, the trial of Wei Jingsheng, chief 

editor of the people-run journal TANSUO, was an exception. Lu Lin 

{6716 4499], another person involved in the same case, failed to appear 
in court. Reporters of the various people-run journals were not 
"organized" in the public gallery. Were the authorities afraid that 
these reporters, like great scourges, would disrupt the normal progress 
of the hearing? This is obviously ridiculous. Readers of the famous 
work "Mother" by Gorkiy will remember the incisive impression made on 
them by the description of a law court at that time. It is interesting 
to note that the description of the workers’ protest against the barring 
of anyone except relatives from attending the hearing reminds us that 
those who attended the hearing were carefully chosen and that not even 
relatives were admitted to the courtroom. Public hearings in a socialist 
country have been a rarity. However, gathering from their daily experi- 
ence and from literary works, the people are not totally ignorant of 
trials in capitalist courts. How was it possible for our courts, which 
are supposed to be a thousand times superior to capitalist courts, to 
have excluded the persons concerned? When all the reporters of people- 
run journals arrived at the court, why were they refused entrance with 
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the “no comment" of the reception office? Is this not strange? This has 
compelled them to publicize the details of the “court hearing” based on 
sorted out court records. 


In the history of our press industry there was the world-renowned trial 
of Su Bao. [4433 5704) in China of the late Qing period. Although Zhou 
Rong [7722 3060] was sentenced to death (Zhou scolded the Qing enperor 
directly and was sentenced to 2 years' imprisonment; he died in prison 
later), those persons in the know and reporters from people's journals 
were not excluded from the court. It cannot be denied that sucu negli- 
gence by the “intermediate people's court" in this trial represents a 
serious flaw. 


Let us return to the subject. It is our belief that in the Wei Jingsheng 
case it was really "severe" to shave the defendant's head before a formal 
court hearing and to finally sentence him to 15 years’ imprisonment and 
deprive him of his political rights for an additional 3 years upon the 
completion of his sentence. We think the trial was unfair. We must 
therefore express our opinions. 


However, someone had given a warning beforehand. So many people were 
afraid to come forward, because anyone who “publicly defends him" (Wei) 
will be suspected of “having aims similar to those of Wei Jingsheng." 
Thus, it is not strange that Wei did not or was unable to find a lawyer 
for his defense. 


Luckily, there were a few words immediately before the warning: ‘Our 
constitution guarantees the dewocratic rights of the broad masses of the 
people. The people have the right to criticize the work of the govern- 
ment, and the people's government welcomes criticisms from the broad 
masses of people and has the courage to make self-criticism." That is it. 
If no one is allowed to pass judgment on the verdict against the defendant 
passed by any level of the court, how can one talk of the masters of 
society supervising the public servants? 


We are fortunate to have been regarded by "Jin Sheng" (that is, Wei 
Jingsheng) as those conveying the spirit of the party Central Committee 
since last December. (See Jin Sheng: “The Fifth Modernization." In 
reality, our article "The Urgent Task" was published before that of 
Vice Chairman Deng Xiaoping was publicized. How could we small citizens 
know anything beforehand?) 


Furthermore, we are also fortunate to have personally debated with 
TANSUO on the current situation last March. On 28 March we also pub- 
lished an article discussing the TANSUO article published on 25 March. 
We were surprised to learn that Wei Jingsheng was arrested on 29 March. 
That was why quite a few young people regarded us as the one who hit 
Wei when he was down. 
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After so many digressions from the subject, let us return to the main 
theme. We went into so much detail just to express what is within our 
hearts. For instance, the author of the article "The Verdict on the 
‘Law'" published on 18 October on Democracy Wall had to stress repeat- 
edly that he did not know Wei Jingsheng personally--for fear of being 
"implicated." 


Now we will comment on the Wei Jingsheng case based on what was revealed 
by RENMIN RIBAO: 


I. We believe that Wei Jingsheng made the error of giving away mili- 
tary information. However, that does not constitute the crime of 
supplying a foreigner with highly confidential military intelligence. 


{HK120200] 1. There is no adequate legal evidence to prove that the 
military information divulged by Wei Jingsheng was highly confidential 
military intelligence. Is it not ludicrous to regard information about 
commanding officers, the number of reinforcements and the number of 
casualties as highly confidential military intelligence even 4 days 
after the war broke out? The judge is reminded that we are now in a 
world of electronics--satellites and computers. It is really sensa- 
tional to call this military information highly confidential intelli- 
gence. Legal judgment should not rely on inciting the emotions of 
others. 


Meanwhile, people also notice that the court did not prove that the 
military information divulged by Wei was true. 


2. There was no evidence to prove that Wei Jingsheng was a criminal 
who “stole and spied out" his intelligence. Wei was just a worker. 
Although he is the son of a departmental and bureau-grade cadre, 
neither father nor son is connected with any military organization. 
Ther. was no theft, but simply hearsay about such information. Then, 
who ..'| him? The one who orally gave him the information should 
shoulder the legal responsibility. Can one's hearing of something be 
regarded as spying out information? Obviously not. 


3. “Supplying intelligence” constitutes a crime. According to the 
explanation of the court, the intelligence was supplied to the enemy 
indirectly. However, the court did not produce any evidence to show 
that this foreigner had supplied the intelligence to "the enemy." 

On the contrary, according to hearsay, this foreigner supplied the 
tape of this piece of intelligence to our own people. Therefore, Wei 
Jingsheng did not commit any actual crime of "directly supplying" 
intelligence to the enemy. In actual fact, the real criminal was this 
foreigner who “spied out" the intelligence. 


4. Judging from press releases, this mysterious foreigner purposely 
prevented Wei from writing this military information on a piece of 
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paper. Instead, he required Wei to pass the information orally to 
facilitate his tape recording. Who was this foreigner? Can we be sure 
that this was not a trap? In view of these questionable points, 
shouldn't every fair-minded Chinese investigate the identity and motive 
of this mysterious foreigner? Shouldn't certain naive young men sharpen 
their necessary vigilance? 


However, the court not only failed to look into the legal responsibility 
of that mysterious foreigner, but did not even dare mention his name or 
nationality. What punishment do you think one deserves for harboring a 
foreigner who had spied out our military intelligence? 


Nevertheless, the article "On the Public Gallery" purposely placed the 
conversation about a “lack of money" ("lack of money" is a general con- 
dition among publications run by the people, because they are only 
guaranteed by the constitution but not guaranteed materially) in close 
proximity to the conversation about the military situation of the 
defensive war. This aimed at giving the impression that Wei was using 
“intelligence” in exchange for "funds." It is a pity the court did not 
produce evidence in this direction. The craftiness of the reporter in 
"On the Public Gallery" was not at all successful. 


Despite all this, it was absolutely wrong for Wei Jingsheng to pre- 
sumptuously disclose military information to a foreigner. According to 
our information, Wei did all this because he opposed our defensive 
counterattack on the Sino-Vietnamese border. This means that his rea- 
sons were primarily political. 


We believe that it is erroneous for people such as Wei Jingsheng to 
oppose, categorically and without analysis, the defensive counterattack 
on the Sino-Vietnamese border. There is no denying that the defensive 
counterattack involved the aim of rescuing the Pol Pot regime. However, 
the primary objectives were to protect the peace and order of our border 
and the normal life of the people, to assist the righteous struggle of 
the Cambodian people against Vietnamese aggression and to prevent 
Vietnam from becoming the "Cuba of Asia."’ Therefor. it was righteous. 
Despite all this, we still do not agree with unconditional support for 
the Pol Pot regime. After seizing power, the Pol Pot regime slaughtered 
over a million innocent people. Can we kill people just because they 
are capitalists or the relatives of capitalists? Tens of thousands of 
Overseas Chinese were also killed in Cambodia. Leaders of the Pol Pot 
regime are in the same category as the "gang of four." Or we may say 
that they had exceeded the “gang of four" in evil deeds. Can we assist 
them just because they had flaunted the name of the Communist Party? 

If we are so indiscriminating, should we also decline from opposing the 
“national socialism" of Hitler? 


[HK120205] Nevertheless, the world situation underwent fundamental 
changes after the Vietnamese forces invaded Cambodia and established 
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a puppet regime at gunpoint. It must be pointed out that this is the 
unanimous view of fairminded world public opinion. Therefore, when our 
border region was threatened and when the Pol Pot regime could still 
fight for its national interests and the interests of the Cambodian 
people at a time of national peril, we could not fail to fulfill our 
international obligati 


With regard to this question, it was absolutely permissible for Wei 
Jingsheng to hold differing political viewpoints. However, he should 
not have willfully given away military information to a foreigner or 
committed the error of giving away the military situation. 


II. It is our belief that many of Wei Jingsheng's viewpoints expressed 
in TANSUO are opposed to Marxism and violate our existing constitution. 
However, this is basically a problem of ideological understanding. 


1. The TANSUO edited by Wei Jingsheng opposed any kind of ideology. 

He declared that he had never studied Marxism nor did he intend to do so. 
He tried to repudiate Marxism totally on the sole basis of several 
decades of the history of development of the socialist cause. 


2. The TANSUO edited by Wei Jingsheng summarily identified the feudal 
autocracy of the “gang of four" with scientific socialism and regarded 
the bureaucratic privileges caused by defects in the system as inherent 
problems of the socialist system. Thus, TANSUO criticized scientific 
socialism and opposed the socialist system. The attitude adopted by 
TANSUO against Marxism, the dictatorship of the proletariat and the 
socialist system has been very indiscreet and irresponsible. 


However, violating the constitution does not mean violating the law. 
What is worth pondering is that people like Wei Jingsheng are sons of 
party cadres and are young workers who have grown up under the red 
banner of the new society. Why do they uphold such an antagonistic 
attitude toward the fundamental principles clearly stated in our con- 
stitution? 


Is it not because the practice of our 30 years of socialist revolution 
and construction has failed to bring about the speedy development of the 
social productive forces? 


Is it not because of the misconceptions engendered by the false social- 
ism palmed off by Lin Biao and the "gang of four"? 


Is it not because of the continuing existence of a large number of 
bureaucratic privileges in our society? 


Is it not because of the lack of convincing ideological education among 
young people in recent years? (Moreover, the younger generation in 
their twenties know very little about the "Provisional Regulations 
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Concerning the Safeguarding of State Secrets" and the “Penal Code 
Against Counterrevolutionaries™ issued in the early 1950's. Will those 
little-kgown regulations of the 1950's still be legally effective after 
the new penal code comes into effect on 1 January net year?) 


According’ te our information, the journal TANSUO consisted of only five 
mic. cs Including Wei Jingsheng. The journal TANSUO that they edited, 
suid, circulated and posted was just a kind of extension of their 
ideological activities. It must be pointed out that any thorough 
thinker should reform or overthrow any kind of social system which he 
regards as irrational. However, as long as there is no organized 
insurrection or violence, then strikes and demonstrations do not con- 
stitute criminal acts. Anyone acquainted with the history of the 
international communist movement knows this. Therefore, the case of 
TANSUO should be handled carefully. If one is convicted for what one 
says, thie will be as indiscreet as the attitude adopted by TANSUO. 


Furthermore, the mere extension of an erroneous understanding does not 
constitute actions with counterrevolutionary aims. This does not call 
for severe punishment. If it does, will the principle of abolishing 
the category of “ideological criminals" and exempting from punishment 
thoughts and speech recently clamored for by ideological, press and 
legal circles and reaffirmed by the second session of the Fifth NPC 
still have any legal effect? 


If Wei Jingsheng is sentenced to 15 years for committing ideological 
errors, then should we in fact sentence the “gang of four" to 1,500 
years for their most heinous crimes? In addition to their other crimes, 
in the case of the "May 4th incident" they controlled and directed false 
charges against Comrade Deng Xiaoping and brutally and coldbloodedly 
suppressed thousands of revolutionary youths. It is really not too much 
to give them the death penalty. [HK120210] (It is still a mystery 
whether anyone was killed during the Tiananmen incident. Is it going to 
remain covered up as a mystery for thousands of years?) Former Pakistani 
Premier Bhutto was hanged merely for the charge of murder. It is very 
regrettable that everyone knows the "gang of four" will not be given the 
death penalty before any formal trial. Im actual fact, would it be 
better for the legal departments to conduct independent trials and mete 
out the death penalty according to the law and then let the Standing 
Committee of the NPC propose an amnesty for political prisoners? 


In comparison, the severity of the court with regard to the people-run 
journal edited by Wei Jingsheng obviously exceeded the original sig- 
nificance of the case itself... 


Ia short, in view of the known evidence in the Wei Jingsheng case and 
the withdrawal of the death sentence for the "gang of four," the 
sentence of 15 years’ imprisonment for Wei is too severe. It is an 
unfair verdict. In actual fact, a judgment of acquittal and reeducation 
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would have been enough. The above viewpoints are presented for the 
comments of comrades and for the reference of the Beijing municipal 
legal departments. 


To the comrades! 

The Chinese people are no longer fools! 
Chinese youths are conscious. 

Out future hopes are placed on then. 


[Signed] Written on 20 October 1979. 
Copied ani posted on Democracy Wall on 23 October. 
‘ZHI CHUN’: Suppression Not the Answer 


HK110930 Beijing ZHI CHUN [THE SPRING OF BEIJING] in Chinese No 9 
undated pp 21-24 HK 


[Article by the editorial department: “Seek Truth From Facts, Uphold 
Principles" } 


[Text] On 16 October 1979 Wei Jingsheng, editor of TANSUO magazine, 
was sentenced to 15 years’ imprisonment. TANSUO magazine was declared 
a reactionary publication. Although our publication has differences of 
principle with Wei Jingsheng over a series of important theoretical 
issues and takes fundamentally different views on practical problems, 
our publication finds it necessary to express our views here for the 
sake of the healthy development of the political situation in our coun- 
try, for the sake of insuring a sound and perfect democratic legal 
system and for the sake of insuring that Wei Jingsheng and the group of 
youths he represents are given fair treatment. 


We maintain that in convicting Wei Jingsheng it is necessary to know 
objectively the social background against which TANSUO came into being, 
correctly analyze its content and character and estimate in a practical 
way its influence and motives. 


TANSUO is a product of a definite historical phase. 


To begin with, shortly after the end of the 10-year calamity in our 
country, people's minds-~and particularly the enthusiasm of young 
people--were dampened to the utmost. The Chinese youths of the middle 
1960's were pure and honest and had full confidence in and warm love 

for the party and its leaders and for the socialist cause. It was pre- 
cisely because of this that they dedicated themselves, in a fanatic 
religious spirit, to the so-called Cultural Revolution. However, after 
fighting for 10 years and being bathed in blood, they find that a scene 
of devastation meets the eye everywhere in the fatherland. Consequently, 
some youths "see things through" and become despondent. There are also 
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young people whose blood boils with righteous indignation when they find 
that they have been deceived and who fiercely attack everything in 
existence. Wei Jingsheng and the TANSUO he edited are representative 

of this group. For the sake of insuring that our country will not suffer 
the calamity of the Cultural Revolution again, they “explore,” “criti- 
cize" and wage struggle. However, lacking a scientific approach in 
observing problems, they have arrived at some one-sided and wrong con- 
clusions. Young people of this type should be guided, educated and 
reasoned with. It is not proper to adopt the simple method of suppres- 
sion. It will push this group of hot-tempered youths (they have short- 
comings and errors) to the hostile side. This point is appreciated by 


old comrades who really understand today's youth. 


Secondly, many practical problems do exist in our country. Some prob- 
lems have arisen because we lack experience in building socialism. Some 
problems were caused by Lin Biao and the “gang of four." There also are 
problems which are the result of centuries-old forces of traditional 
habit. Our party fully appreciates the second point but lacks adequate 
knowledge of the first and third points. Young people perceptually 
detect these problems and fiercely lash out at them. Repressed, they 
keep “escalating” the intensity of the fight. Confronted with this 
state of affairs, the leading bodies should not deny the existence of 
these problems or ignore and tolerate their existence. Nor should they 
compel young people to assume the same attitude. The leading bodies 
should understand the feelings of young people and join them in explor- 
ing and doing research. In particular, the leading bodies should deal 
with their mistakes in correct ways. 


Thirdly, TANSUO came into being in the historical period in which the 
new generation was replacing the old. Productive forces characterized 
by modern science and technology will replace the productive forces 
characterized by manual techniques. An economic structure marked by 
large-scale division of labor and cooperation will replace the structure 
of natural economy marked by self-sufficiency and isolation. The pro- 
ductive forces of society are developing rapidly, and modern science 
and technology are serving mankind on a large scale. In this historical 
phase it is necessary to have a political system under which free con- 
tention of various views is permitted and various factions of forces 
condition each other. It is precisely for the purpose of meeting this 
historical need that TANSUO came into being. Some comrades deny the 
significance of “conditioning each other" to the state apparatus of 
the proletariat, regarding it as a political theory of the bourgeoisie. 
Indeed, conditioning each other is a theory advanced by the bourgeoisie 
to prevert a handful of political leaders from monopolizing power and 
violating class interests. But is this state of affairs not found in 
the dictatorship of the proletariat? As a matter of fact, because com- 
rades lack knowledge of this question, the widespread phenomenon in the 
socialist states today is that a handful of leaders monopolize power 
and run counter to the class will to varying degrees. As long as the 
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proletariat remains outside a position to abolish the state, and as long 
as it must continue to entrust a handful of leaders with the task of 
administering the state, then the question of how to insure that class 
will prev -‘'1 in the state should be studied, and “mutual restraint” will 
vcemain ‘ <! spensable. [HK110935]) Our party should adopt a correct 
attitud . ward differing views and should not only ask others to shout 
“long |} « ‘ but also permit them to criticize or "attack" us (of course, 
they sh : d not throw mud and make false charges). Otherwise, it would 
be detrivental to the state and the people. 


It is precisely because certain people with ulterior motives flaunt 
Marxism-Leninism and socialism while actually practicing feudalism and 
socialism that people are strongly disgusted with this “socialisa." 
There are some young people who lack ideological training and launch 
verbal and written attacks on “socialism” while at the same time advo- 
cating the realization of socialism (it cannot be denied that some 
problems are being explored in our theoretical circles). In our opinion, 
TANSUO is a publication of this type. For all its violent words, we 
cannot judge it by its “self-advertisement™ but should look at what it 
actually stands for. 


First, TANSUO's starting point is to “explore” with the object of pre- 
venting China from again suffering the 10-year turbulence of a Cultural 
Revolution and insuring that the people will really take their destiny 
into their own hands. 


Second, TANSUO does not oppose rablic ownership. It opposes prerogatives, 
opposes unjust things in the world and opposes dictatorship. In essence 
its stand is socialist. 


Third, what TANSUO attacks are feudalism, capitalism and all decadent, 
declining social phenomena. Some of these phenomena do exist, and some 
exist but are not as serious as TANSUO describes them. Some phenomena 
are erroneously regarded as existent. 


To be sure, TANSUO has its serious errors. It objects to part of the 
content of scientific socialism, but this objection arises from the 
self-praise of Lin Biao and the "gang of four” and from the false 
impression created by the mistakes made by our party in leading the 
socialist revolution and socialist construction. For this, TANSUO 
should not be held wholly responsible. Moreover, if it continues to 
think in the direction it seeks and explores, it will be headed toward 
scientific socialism. All truth-seekers go through the same process. 


This being so, it is not right to link TANSUO with bourgeois trends of 
thought. Some say that many TANSUO slogans are bourgeois. But Engels 
pointed out long ago that modern society [passage illegible] connections 
of enlighteners in form. The state system it seeks may be more advanced 
than the existing state system of our country. 
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What are the effects produced by TANSUO in China? 


It should be pointed out that some of its erroneous viewpoints have 
indeed prdduced definite undesirable effects. However, in the first 
place the effects have been limited. Prior to Wei Jingsheng's arrest, 
the number of copies of TANSUO printed was emall and its sale wis 
difficult. It could not possibly have prodiced a disruptive efiect 
(on the contrary, the arrest by the Public Security Bureau of Wei 
Jingsheng helpeJ TANSUO increase its sales, thus producing a greater 
impact than TANSUO itself could have made). Secondly, that TANSUO did 
produce a definite effect was attributable to the state of affairs 
prevailing in society at the time. Various viewpoints spread far and 
wide among the young people. TANSUO merely presented some of these 
viewpoints. 


At the same time, ic should also be pointed out that TANSUO is a product 
of “setting minds free," a call of the third plenum. To a certain 
extent it reflects many reasonable demands of the masses. It ruthlessly 
lashes out at some corrupt phenomena in China and sharply criticizes the 
ideological system of the “gang of four" and the “whatever faction." 

It plays a positive role in moving the ideological liberation drive 
forward and in improving the work of the leaders. For example, Wei 
Jingsheng's "The 20th Century Bastille” exposes in great detail the 
political persecution to which the Qincheng prison subjected veteran 
cadres. The article produced a very good effect. The conviction and 
sentencing of Wei Jingsheng to 15 years’ imprisonment at a time when 
Premier Hua is beginning his European tour has a great bearing on the 
internal situation. 


The incident of the “Star” art exhibition and the strike and parade tend 
to aggravate some contradictions and problems in the country. To insure 
normal progress of economic restructuring and production-construction 
and to safeguard the hard-won political situation of stability and unity 
following 10 years of turbulence, it is necessary to take resolute 
measures to stop the development of events and stabilize the situation. 
This is in accord with the interests of the people and is what should 
be done. But it is wrong to achieve this aim by sacrificing the polit- 
ical life of a group of young people. 


(HK110940] The series of events like the "Star" art exhibition and 
student strikes are caused by the drawbacks of our system in force. 
They are manifestations of the contradiction between the old practice 
of our leading bodies and the new situation. The party should look 
squarely at the real cause and social significance of these events and 
strengthen its resolve to restructure the system, instead of adopting 
the wrong guiding principle of upholding the drawbacks of the systen. 


What is deeply disappointing to us is that the Central Co~wnittee, while 
being so weak and powerless against prerogatives and bureaucratism, is 








so resolute and forceful in dealing with TANSUO.  ~» the past the Chinese 
Communist Party won the confidence and support of che broad masses of 

the people because it was animated with a spirit of sacrifice and 
criticism. The party defeated all reactionaries and became China's 
ruling political party. Today, however, why can't the party hear the 
voice of the people, be strict in examining itself ideologically and 

take resolute measures to rectify its mistake? This is what the 

people hope! We cannot forget the lesson of 1957. At that time measures 
were taken for the purpose of safeguarding social stability and the four 
principles, but the measures not only safeguarded the temporary stability 
but also protected the drawbacks of the system in force at the time and 
eventually led to the 10-year turbulence. 


Finally, we want to remind the judicial departments of our state that 
convictions must be based on the principle of unity of the subjective 
and the objective and that punishments meted out must be based on the 
principle of unity of motivation and effect. 


First, in peacetime (our country is not in a state of war), when a person 
who is not engaged in confidential work discusses conditions of the state 
with a foreigner, is he guilty of divulging secrets? 


Second, is “divulging a secret" identical with “furnishing information," 
and, particularly, is it identical with "selling intelligence"? 


Third, are one who sells intelligence and one who betrays his fatherland 
guilty of the same crime? 


The judicial departments should draw clear-cut dividing lines for these 
questions and deal with them in different ways, instead of treating 
different cases the same and doing away with the basis of meting out 
punishments. Finally, it should also be pointed out that in Wel 
Jingsheng's case punishment should be meted out in keeping with the 
damage the information he furnished has done to our army. 


Our new penal code will take effect next year. A new code must be sub- 
stantiated with a number of law cases so that the public can understand 
it and the law enforcement personnel can grasp and apply it. The case 
of Wei Jingsheng will furnish such a law case. We hope that the depart- 
ments concerned will take into consideration not only the immediate need 
arising from the situation in China but also the long-range interests of 
the Chinese people. This court decision will produce a delicate ideo- 
logical impact on the prestige and reputation of our party among the 
people, on the development of the political situation in our country, on 
the solemnity and reliability of our new law, and on the intellectual 
circles and the minds of young people. It is hoped that the departments 
concerned will be practical and realistic, firm in principle and respon- 
sible to the people. 
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Beijing Citizen's Questions 
HKO70345 Beijing Wall Poster in Chinese 21 Oct 79 HK 


[Photograph of big-character poster appearing on Democracy Wall: "A Few 
Questiong on Wei Jingsheng's Trial") 


[Text] The Beijing Municipal I[otermediate People's Court tried Wei 
Jingsheng on the 6th of this month. As a result, Wei Jingsheng was 
sentenced to 15 years’ imprisonment. As a citizen of Beijing, I would 
like to air my own views on this matter. Consistent with the wishes of 
the people and which I persona!ly firmly support, our country is now 
gradually installing a legal system. When this legal system is realized, 
the people will have to abide by it but will also be protected by it. 
This is extremely important for the realization of our country's mod- 
ernization. [It is undoubtedly correct that the rule of law requires that 
anyone who has violated the law should be punished according to it. How- 
ever, punishment should be based on sufficient legal grounds. This is 
the only way for the law to play an absolutely fair role and for citizens 
to uphold and respect the sanctity of the law. Wei Jingsheng has now been 
sentenced to as long as 15 years’ imprisonment. However, are there suf- 
ficient legal grounds to support such a sentence? 1 would like to raise 
a few questions for people of varicus circles and the broad masses of 
citizens to consider. 


1. Wei Jingsheng was accused of supplying a foreigner with Chinese mili- 
tary secrets. Any citizen who has committed such crimes should of course 
be punished according to the law. The crux of the matter is: What do we 
mean by state secrets? Are matters such as the names of the commanders 
and the number of troops in the Sino-Vietnamese war state secrets? If 
they are, then what about the reports on the Sino-Vietnamese war printed 
in CANKAO ZILIAO [REFERENCE NEWS} and distributed by XINHUA by the 
millions when the war was still going on? Did they not mention the 
commanders and the number of troops? Is it right to disclose state 
secrets in a paper with a circulation of millions of copies? 


2. Wei Jingsheng was accused of violating the constitution and thus 
having committed counterrevolutionary crimes according to the "Penal 
Code Against Counterrevolutionaries" promulgated in 1950. I would like 
to ask whether this penal code formulated in 1950 has been in force con- 
tinuously? How effective was this code during the Cultural Revolution, 
since there were go many “counterrevolutionaries" then? Were they all 
punished for crimes according to this code? If not, it has lost its 
continuity, and where does its legal effectiveness therefore lie? 


4. The criminal law drawn up by the NPC this year has new stipulations 
concerning counterrevolutionary crimes. According to this law, counter- 
revolutionary crimes are acts aimed at overthrowing the dictatorship of 
the proletariat. Since new stipulations on counterrevolutionary crimes 





are included in the new criminal law, Wei Jingsheng should be tried only 
after the new criminal law has come into effect; this new criminal law 
should be used as the criterion of the trial. If we promulgate the new 
criminal law on the one hand and conduct the trial according to the 
penal code promulgated in 1950 on the other, how will this affect the 
legal concepts of the people? 


4. The new criminal law stipulates that whether a crime is counter- 
revolutionary or not depends on the presence or absence of criminal acts. 
Can what Wei Jingsheng did, such as writing articles and publishing 
journals (whatever his thoughts may have been), be construed as such 
acts? Not long ago the papers and magazines said that there should no 
longer be any ideological criminals in China. Now, can the expression 

of one's thoughts in writing be construed as a criminal act? If so, 

what writings do not constitute criminal acts? And how are we to under- 
stand the so-called “there should be no ideological criminals"? What are 
the bounds of ideological criminal acts? 


As a citizen I would like to express some of my views on the case of Wei 
Jingsheng and hope that the Beijing Municipal Intermediate People's Court 
will present sufficient legal grounds when conducting trials. Certain 
questions, as mentioned above, should, in my opinion, be clarified. 
Otherwise, any verdict on the case of Wei Jingsheng will have insuffi- 
client legal grounds and will not be convincing. With reference to the 
above opinion, I ask the citizens of Beijing and people from all walks of 
life to consider and give your own answer. It will be helpful, at a time 
when the legal system is being initiated, to the maintenance of the 
absolute fairness of the law. 


(Signed) A citizen of Beijing 
21 October 


Cso: 4005 
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NATURE OF MAN, RELATION TO POLITICS EXPLORED 
Beijing HAILANGHUA [SEA SPRAY] in Chinese No 1, 31 Aug 79 pp 1-6 
{Article by Sun Feng [1327 0023}: "On Man") 


[Text] At the mention of man, people will come to think of human rights 
which will in turn bring to mind the bourgeoisie. From this, we can see 

how firmly has the traditions of feudal autocracy fettered people's minds! 
People under both the bourgeois and the feudal systems are all human beings; 
of course, people of the proletariat are no exception. Under the feudal 
system, the most basic relationship is blood relationship. The moral core 

of this feudal blood relationship is filial piety and submission to 
authority, entirely leaving out such questions as correctness or incorrect- 
ness and truth or fallacy. The only distinctions were between father and 
son, husband and wife and higher and lower ranks. The results of deduction 
from such a moral foundation can only be the idea of loyalty to the monarch, 
regardless of correctness or incorrectness and truth or fallacy. It 
stressed only the system of differences of personal ranks between the monarch 
and his vassals, between the officials and the comon peop'e, and between 

the higher and the lower ranks. We can say that blood relationship was 

the foundation of a feudal society, and personal ranks are the natural 
outcome of blood relationship. Filial piety was the foundation of loyalty 
while loyalty depended on filial piety for existence. The core of the 

whole system was submissiveness manifested as slavishness. This determined 
the basic characteristic of a feudal society--the relations of rank domination. 


What is the foundation of capitalist human rights? It is money, or capital. 
The bourgeoisie resolutely opposes rank domination and raised the revolu- 
tionary slogan of equality of all people. But this equality is based on 
property, depends on it as a motive force and uses it as a criterion. Thus 
it can only be equality in monetary terms instead of personal equality. 
Under the capitalist system, the proletarians are forced by poverty to 
become a commodity and as a result degenerated into slaves to machinery. 

a a certain sense, the bourgeoisie in possession of money has also become 
a siave to property. Therefore, in all the class societies before the 
system of capitalism, there was no emancipation for not only the proletar)at, 
but also the oppressors of the proletariat. 
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The proletariat is an oppressed and dominated class under any social 
system. Yet it is the largest and most powerful class. Its poverty 
begets its admirable spirit of unselfishness and its forced subjection to 
domination produces its hatred of any form of domination. Therefore, a 
proletarian revolution is based on the recognition that all people are 
human beings. It is a revolution which confers equality and freedom to all 
peoples instead of just its own class. Therefore, the proletariat cannot 
be the last class in human history. It is thoroughgoing in making revolu- 
tion and this thoroughness is shown in its determination to smash all forms 
of domination, including the forms of domination within its own class. If 
it does not eliminate its own domination over others, then the world will 
be under domination as it was before. Is not domination by anybody a form 
of slavery? If the proletariat dominates over any person, that person would 
not consider it reasonab‘e. 


People of any class, as long as they are human beings, would never come 

to this world of suffering, or to be dominated like slaves by others. If 
humiliated people could know before their birth about their future lot, 
they would never choose to come to this world. All people like to go to 
paradise and to enjoy happiness. It is never heard that people like hell. 
Nobody would be willing to remain in a living hell either. Our parents 
never consulted us when they fell in Love, and nobody has come to this 
world of his own accord. Before birth, no one would know whether he or 
she would be a male or a female, beautiful or ugly, and clever or stupid. 
it cannot be said that human relationships are all between classes, or 
that people have nothing in common. What baby does not cry? What baby 
does not look for the mother's breast? And can a baby be a born landlord 
or poor peasant? Capitalist or worker? Human beings all need to eat, 
drink and breathe. They all know about cold and hot weather and like to 
be close to happiness and away from suffering.... Are not all these the 
common characteristics of human beings? Can these characteristics belong 
to only a certain class instead of all mankind? Man is different from 
other animals because he can think and has feelings and will. Besides 
being a material object, man is also a spiritual being. Therefore, as long 
as he is a man, he should not be classified according to his skin color, 
nationality, or his position as a monarch or a vassal, an official or a 
common man. Classes are all wrong. Classes are ranks. It is just because 
of these ranks that the proletariat has degenerated into a commodity; and 
it is just for the elimination of ranks that the proletariat makes revolu- 
tion. The goal of proletarian revolution is never to change its own low 
rank into a high one; it should be the elimination of classes in the entire 
society. The dictatorship of the proletariat must fully embody the prin- 
ciple that there should be no ranks among its citizens. Once a revolu- 
tivnary proletariat sets up a new rank, it ceases to be a proletariat. 


Ranks come entirely under the category of classes. All ranks created by 
classes are decadent and reactionary. In a class society, the proletariat 
is originally at the bottom rung of a ladder--there cannot be anything 
further below. The proletariat wants to rise to an equal position with 
all other classes, or, as it may be also be said, to lower the higher 
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classes down to its own ievel. It should never aspire to a position of 
oppression against or domination over other classes. If the proletariat 
makes revolution only for the sake of dominating others, then what kind of 
proletariat is it? It can then only be a feudal class, and the class 

under its oppression becomes proletarian. Class labels have always changed 
along with historical changes. After overthrowing Yuan Dynasty, Zhu 
Yuanzhang {2612 0337 4545] naturally became the represenative of the land- 
lord class, in Ming Dynasty, and the former rulers of Yuan Empire became 

the slaves of Ming Dynasty. Is not this reason known to everyone? There- 
fore, dictatorship of the proletariat is dictatorship of the proletariat. 
If people's ranks and privileges exist in society even under the dictator- 
ship of the proletariat, it can only mean a change of places between the 
top and the bottom classes, but not the elimination of oppression. As 

long as oppression exists, the experience of the victims cannot be pleasant 
no matter who the oppressor may be. No people would like this experience. 
The dictatorship of the proletariat is not manifested by the reversed 
positions of those who exercise dictatorship and those who are subjected 

to dictatorship; it should be determined by the way it is ruled--by iaw or 
by a group of privileged people. As long as ranks exist to play their role 
in people's social iife, this does not mean a triumph to the proletariat, 
no matter who form these ranks. The name proletariat applies to laborers 
not because of their ancestors or their past. This name must not be 
monopolized by those who have changed from a proletarian position to a 
position of domination over other people's destiny. 


While still in the mother's womb, man already receives from their parents 
the tool of thinking--the brain. Without consulting us, our parents gave 
us our cerebrum. Therefore, it is not our fault to think. Since the 
brain was brought from the mother's womb, then how can anyone's brain be 
prevented from functioning? And how can things in the world avoid being 
reflected and filtered by the brain? Wuman instincts are gifted by nature; 
how can these instincts be taken away from people’? Where can be found a 
chapter from any book saying that there is a natural instinct for the 
strong to exploit the weak? The state did not come from the womb of 
anybody's mother, and the nation was not a birthday gift for any hero. 

How can a state, which belongs to everybody, become a state of a small 
number of people? What are the theoretical basis for a small number of 
people to determine the form of activities for the state to which the 
people must submit? The form of state activities should be the concern of 
the people throughout the country. The society in any historical period 
has always belonged to the people of the same period, and a social cause 
is a matter of common concern for millions upon millions of people. 
Therefore, everyone should have the right to think about the form of state 
activities. However, from the very day classes began their existence, the 
vast majority of people's instinct of thinking has been robbed by a small 
minority, and the scope of the brain's function have been subjected to 
many and varied restrictions. In the ladder of classes, the higher is 

the rung, the less are the people; yet the scope of their thinking is 
correspondingly broader. When they reac.u the top, they will be free to 
think anyway they like. On the contrary, the lower is the rung, the more 


69 





people there are, and the scope of their thinking is correspondingly 
narrower. The number of people is the biggest at the bottom, and the 
scope of their thinking can only be limited to such an extent as would 
enable to dominating class to rule with greater convenience, less effort, 
but more reliability over themselves. Outside this scope, all rights of 
thinking are eliminated. We agree that people are occupying different 
positions because of different environments and different levels of 
education and intelligence. Therefore, the power of thinking should be 
different too, and the society should be guided by those who are good at 
detecting objective laws in material movements. Here, the basis for the 
selection of leaders for the society should be virtue and ability but 
nothing else. 


When babies are born from the mothers’ wombs, their brains do not bear 
any such brands as high or low officials; nor do their buttocks bear any 
marking showing that they should dominate others or be dominated by others, 
and nobody has ever been at that time designated as thinkers or forbidden 
thinkers. However, in reality, people in the world are clearly divided 
into the strong and the weak. The strong can bully and oppress others at 
will while the weak can only meekly submit to bullying and oppression. 
The strong ones only know that they have to eat, to drink and to enjoy, 
and that their brains are more capable of thinking over problems, but they 
never give any thought to the oppressed ones who, like the oppressors, 
also want happiness and whose brains, like the oppressor's, have the same 
function. They as a rule like to do the thinking for others and can 
hardly refrain from enjoying happiness at the cost of the other people's 
suffering. They have to qualm in thinking that the other people have been 
sent by God to this world only as talking tools. Although nobody can 
forecast the future world, everyone has the right to explore it. This is 
a birthright as all people should agree. Why should the right of explora- 
tion be monopolized by some people while the others should only obey? Is 
it not true that others are men like themselves? Sichuan people like to 
eat chili and force Shandong people to eat chili too; or after eating chili 
themselves, Sichuan people forbid other people from eating it. Is this 
fair? People the world over are the same, because they were born by their 
parents, have flesh and blood, and are able to think. It is therefore 
improper to classify people according to their ages, their parents’ back- 
grounds, or their faiths. In the world, there should not be high-class 
or low-class people, because they share common rights and nobody can impose 
hiswillonothers. If he has suffering, he cannot hope that others are happy. 
When mother nature created man, there was no ruling that some should enjoy luxury 
to their hearts’ content while others should be sad andmiserable. Asocial 
ommunity is formed by all people, and everyone of them has a right to manage society. 


Why did the First Emperor of Qin have three palaces and six halls, and I 
should have nothing at all? 


Why are the food of the rich left to rot, while people are starved by the 
roadside? 
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And how could that Sulla sit on a luxurious terrace to enjoy the sight of 
his own kind being killed? 


They are all human beings, but how could some of them be so cruel as to 
cut some one's threat? Can it be true that the other person is not a 
human being but a piece of rock or a heap of scrap metal. Does it mean 
that she could not feel the pain? How can people be so brutal to their 
own kind and have no guilty conscience? Is this reasonable? 


No! This is unjust. Since the oppressed class could not suffer such 
injustice any more, many advanced elements in the past thousands of years 
have advanced wave after wave in desperate attempts to remove these 
injustices. Do you want to know why Cheng Sheng [7115 0524] and Wu Guang 
[0702 1639]}' had to rebel? The reason is that they were human beings and 
did not want to die. Do you want to know why Spartacus started the revolt? 
The reason again is that they were human beings and wanted to live instead 
of being treated like beasts for the entertainment of a group of cruel 
high-class people. Do you want to know why Dr Sun Yat-sen started the 
revolution? Because he too was a man. He had a brain that could think in 
the same way as those of Li Hongzhang [2621 7703 4545] and Yuan Shikai 
{5913 0013 0418) did, although their brains could not be used to think of 
the Chinese nation. Why did the Chinese people submit to the rule of the 
Empress Dowager but could not tolerate the interferences of Kang Youwei 
[1660 2589 3634] and Liang Qizhao (2733 0796 6389]? Why were Li Hongzhang 
and Yuan Shikai allowed to manage the government while Dr Sun Yat-sen was 
not qualified to play a leading role? 


Why should the masters of society submit to the manipulation of the public 
servants? Why should the thinking of the laborers be ignored? 


People cannot tolerate being ignored and the result is revolution! 


Revolution means the rebellion of the dominated against those who dominate 
them. The objective of rebellion is to change the relations of domination. 
However, because of historical limitations, not all revolutionaries could 
alter these relations when they became rulers. What they achieved was only 
a reversal of positions but not a complete change in human relationships. 
Thus the dominated Chen She |7115 3195] became the ruling Prince of Chu. 

In the case of Li Zicheng [2621 5261 2052), all his arduous struggles could 
not alter the fact that he, previously an enslaved person, became an 
enslaver. In the same way, proletarian Zhu Yuanzhang became Emperor Zhu 

of Ming Dynasty. They both were formerly revolutionaries, but their 
revolutionary experiences could not prevent them from becoming counter- 
revolutionaries later on. Thus even after the revolution, the society 
still retained the basic relations between the rulers and the ruled, 


the quest for living is a common human characteristic. People of all 
lasses have the same quest as their main concern. Can it be true that 

the aristocrats have tender skins while the poor people were born with 

such steel sinews that they should work hard and be beaten up? Not at 
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all. The skin of the proletariat is never coarser that other people's. 
Did not you see that Comrade Zhang Zhixin's neck spurted blood after a 
slash of knife?! A bullet ended her life! Why should a proletarian be 
oppressed and enslaved? Why should the proletarian's right of thinking 

be limited to within a cell where she had to submit to her enslavement? 
The society has provided the proletariat unlimited power of thinking; but 
she had only the freedom of not resisting even though the public servant's 
knife blade is pressed against her neck, or the right of willing to be 
talking tools. Since they were all human beings with flesh and blood, 

how could some of them slaughter their compatriots as they did to cattle? 
Why do some people enjoy the sight of bloodshed and the noise of shrieking 
with pain? Why can't those who wear furlined coats in winter and wave fans 
in summer see other people's suffering? Why do some people who love life 
fail to understand that other people can live but once? 


Marxism has never depicted the proletariat as the personification of 
brutality and cruelty. On the contrary, Marx always pointed out the 
scientific, civilized and kindly natures of the proletariat. In the 
programmatic document "Manifesto of the Communist Party" written for the 
Communist International Movement, he said: “In place of the old bourgeois 
society, with its classes and class antagonism, we shall have an associa- 
tion, in which the free development of each is the condition for the free 
development of all." Don't these few words include what we have said 
above? Since class societies existed in mankind, the rulers have strangled 
the development of all others’ freedom in order to develop their own free- 
dom. The difference between a proletarian revolution and all other 
revolutions in history is that the proletariat does not want other classes 
to sacrifice their freedom in order to serve the development of proletarian 
freedom. In plain language, it means that when one has succeeded in getting 
happiness, this happiness must not cause suffering to others. Otherwise, 
the proletariat will not be accepted as having anything to do with Marxisa. 
Public interest is not devoid of substance, while collective interests are 
by no means abstract. Public interest is a combination of private interests. 
Without individuals, how can there be any common characteristics? While 
creating conditions for promoting the freedom of all people, people can 
also insure their own freedom. Proletarians made revolution only because 
they had been deprived of human dignity. Therefore, the objective of a 
proletarian revolution should never be the destruction of other people's 
dignity. The proletariat should recognize not only themselves, but also 
others as humanbeings. The proletariat should recognize not only human 
rights and human nature, but also see to it that their proletarian human 
rights and human nature are broader, more realistic and more scientific 
than all other types. 


The dictatorship and oppression mentioned in Marx's theory on the state 
have strong scientific and humanitarian undertones. The proletarian state 
machinery, according to him, should never divide people into different 
groups. In this connection, Engels wrote: "The state is a product of 
society at a certain stage of development; it is the admission that this 
society has become entangled in an insoluble contradiction with itself." 
[A whole page missing] 








From the day the proletariat came to power, it had to prove that every 
step it look and every day that passed would bring the society closer to 
the proletariat. in every policy promulgated, it must show people that it 
is moving a little closer to communism. Its attitude toward vioience 
before and after it came to power must show some difference. In a country 
under proletarian dictatorship, the word “dictatorship” should connotate a 
more effective organization of labor than has been possibile in any previous 
society, that is, an organization not embodying violence. The proletariat 
must show that its dictatorship is gradually withering away; otherwise it 
will prove not only its own weakness but also its separation from the 
proletariat. The proletariat must prove the validity of its own Party 
Constitution and the truth of the beautiful words in the books with actual 
deeds. If it uses violence to satisfy private desires for possession after 
coming to power, it has forfeited the essence of a communist party. If it 
is more zealous than any ruler in history in pursuing the policy of classify- 
ing people into different ranks so that the brands of classes are even 
more clearly shown, then ict is an enemy of Marxism. 


Amid the cruel realities of a society, the proletariat should uphold the 
principle of “good for evil,” and emancipate the whole mankind with its 
skill in managing the society before emancipating itself. Failing this, 
it will be simply an agrarian class. 


The nature of man should be pure, honest, kindly and cooperative. If there 
is not even honesty and kindliness to speak of, can anyone call himself a 
communists? Facts have proved that the deceits, internal strifes and 
mutual oppression among the Chinese people during the 1970's were unpar- 
alleled in Chinese history. Many communist cadres are afraid of the wention 
of fraternity, equality, and democracy; and afraid of acquiring knowledge. 
Is this not strange? The objective of culture is to use icience and 
knowledge to eliminate ignorance and to point out to people what is good 
and beautiful. It also teaches people to distinguish between civilization 
and brutality, to use civilization to overcome brutality, Light to overcome 
darkness, love to eliminate hatred, and leniency to overcome hostility! 

It further enables the evil-doers to understand that the evils will finally 
return to them, and teaches people to use the development of their own 
freedom to create the conditions for developing all people's freedom 


The question before the power-holders is: Are common people the same 
human beings as you are? 


An important choice before the Communist Party is to continue begin 
enslaved by its own power or to emancipate itself from it. People obsessed 
with power may never know that they have not been truly emancipated, 
because, while in power, they are aiso fettered by the power. the task 

for the CCP is now to study the following formula: 


peParty Central Commi ttee------- Central Goverment -----<-<=9 
Lateoenes -<--<---- Social Units@-<------ Basic Level Government¢ 


(oi8 means that the CCP Central Committee controis the Central Government; 
the Central Government controls the provincial governments; the provincial 
goveraments control the economic units; the economic units control the 
people; and the people in turn control the Party Central Committee. (There 
will be a monographic article on this subject later) 
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IDEOLOGICAL, POLITICAL WORK SYSTEM DETAILED 
Beijing HAILANGHUA [SEA SPRAY] in Chinese No 1, 31 Aug 79 pp 7-14 


[Article by Sun Feng [1327 0023] dated 6 July 1979: "Ideological and 
Political Work System"] 


[Text] After the evil wind to discredit the spirit of the Third Plenary 
Session was whipped up in late March, many journals have devoted a lot of 
space to articles on “the need for meticulous ideological work" and many 
authorities have in these articles stressed this need. From 10 March to the 
end of April, RENMIN RIBAO carried more than a dozen articles and reports 
on this subject. Some of them are: 10 March: Editorial “Expose the Sore 
Spots, Strengthen Unity"; 12 March: “How Did the Excellent Situation in 
Hangzhou Iron and Steel Works Come About?"; 27 March: “Distinguish 
Between Right and Wrong and Look Forward..."; 31 March: “Educate the 
Youths and Let Them Grow Up To Be a Generation with Lofty Ideals..."; 

l April: Special Comentary: “Revolutionaries Must Look Forward~-Do 
Ideological and Political Work Well..." and “Ideological and Political 
Work Should Be Strengthened in Three Different Aspects"; 2 April: "The 
Shanghai Municipal CYL Committee Strengthens the Foundation of Ideological 
and Political Work to Suit the Shift of Focus of Work"; 3 April: “Clarify 
Right and Wrong, Rectify Thinking, and Join the Long March"; 4 April: 
"Strengthen Ideological and Political Work and Isure the Smooth Shift of 
the Focus of Work"; 5 April: “Ideological Work Must Be Strengthened for 
the Shift of the Focus of Work"; and “Strengthen Political Work to Lay A 
Good Ideological Foundation"; 11 April: Editorial “Realization of the Four 
Modernizations is the Greatest Politics--Center Ideological and Political 
Work Around Production"; 15 April: "CYL Holds Meeting on Youth 
Work...Strengthen Ideological Work"; 19 April: "The Four Modernizations 
Required Strengthened Ideological Work" and “Apply Political Work to 
Production"; 21 April: "Do Ideological Work Well...." 24 April: "Sum Up 
Experiences in the Light of Realities and Do Ideological and Political Work 
Well” and Special Commentary “Get Ideological and Political Work Moving” 
and "Eliminate Estrangement, Talk about Unity, and Stirve for the Four 
Modernizations with One Heart and One Mind.” Besides these, there were 
also articles written by Zhou Yang, Liu Bing and others. 
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Ideological work has been dealt with in our history at great length, 

but the way of presentation has been somewhat confused and even arbitrary. 
In this article, I intend to present a peephole view with the hope to 
learn more from various quarters. 


What is thinking? 


Answer: It is the reflection of reality in the mind, and this reflection 
shows the relationship between people and the world around them. This is 
the interpretation in a broad sense. In a narrower sense, it can be 
interpreted as the function of the celebrum. 


Thinking is a monopoly of mankind and marks the difference between human 
beings and other animals. Thinking can be a noun as well as a verb. The 
former refers to people's cerebrum and the latter refers to its function. 
People are born with the powe~ of thinking, and this is true of all people. 
So everyone thinks. However, when we observe and come to understand the 
world around us, the thinking has been determined by the surrounding world. 
For example, people can close their eyes and imagine that they are eating 
apples, or enjoying the after-taste of apples. Here, they must have had 
the predetermined condition, namely the experience of eating apples. 
Without this condition, people cannot think this way. People may under- 
stand some part of the material but not the other part. Yet, no matter 
they understand or not, the material world is already here. The so-called 
invention of discovery is simply a form of revealing the existence of some 
matter. For example, there were no atom bombs before. These bombs vere 
not exactly the fruit of human intelligence-~at least not entirely--because 
uranium which can cause an explosion with t:emendous force had long existed 
in the material world. It was not discovered earlier only because people 
did not know about it. The appearance of atom bombs can only show that 
people have discovered a new law in nature. 


Therefore, the essence of thinking can only be traced to its source in a 
social economic system, in the social conditions of material life and 
social existence. All thinking is but the reflection of social existence. 
Separated from social existence, all efforts of thinking will be futile. 
Taking pictures, for instance, involves the reflection of an image. With- 
out the existence of the image as a substance, no picture of it can be 
produced, Similarly, separated from society's material existence, how can 
there be any politics of ideology to speak of? From this, we can see that 
people's class brand is determined by the economic system of the society 
as a prerequisite, and all types of thinking are based on social existence. 
Reactionary thinking can be formed only because of the existence of a 
reactionary society, but not otherwise, 


hen what is tdeological work? 
mewer: It helps people understand the world around them and enables their 


wortd outlook to correspond with certain scientific outlook. It is 
intended for people. 
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What is political and ideological work? 


Answer: It is the work to unite people's ideology and their world outlook 
in such a way that this unity will conform to a set political systen. 


Can ideological work be done independently with no reference to the 
characteristics of the sociai system or the conditions of material life? 


Absolutely not. If you do not believe, please close your eyes and try for 
a while to figure out the American people's life style. You can never 
succeed. Thinking by any people is based on what they have seen with their 
own eyes, heard with their own ears, and felt as a response to some outside 
stimuli from the material world around them. Therefore, thinking cannot 

be divorced from matters, the society, or the real world, and cannot exist 
independently. Similarly, a man's photograph cannot be teken without the 
image of the real man. Ideological work cannot be divorced from the 
realities of social life and thus become an independent entity. 


Since thinking is a reflection of reality and forms a relationship between 
people and the world around them, then ideological work should come from 
concrete matters or realities, and should not, and cannot, exist independ- 
ently. Nor can it be above all types of concrete social work. For 
example, mathematics is a natural science. Naturally it has no will of its 
own. However, from the various mathematic formulas, people can deduce many 
theories. For example, two negatives make one positive.” From this, we can 
deduce the theory that reactionary against reactionary becomes revolutionary. 
Both instances involve thinking. After understanding the former, people 
can deduce the latter. Comrade Xie Jinglan [6200 2529 3482] studied very 
hard; this was only the private affair of an individual. However, Comrade 
Xu OL [1776 6688) used his image to impress and encourage many other young 
people to study hard too. So we can say that Comrade Xu Qi did very good 
ideological work. Professor Shen Yuan [3038 0337] of the former aviation 
department of Qinghua University became a laughing stock of his class, 
because he seemed to think that his students could go up to the moon on 
bicycles. Yet he did stimulate the students’ thirst for knowledge. Here 
the professor's specific job was to teach, but his encouragement to the 
students was ideological work. Thus Professor Shen infused ideological 
work in his teaching. Thinking must be connected with something concrete. 
if ideological work is made into an independent system to be mechanically 
applied to something which has nothing to do with social activities, it 
would be just as stupid as severing the head from the shou)der and then 
holding it high. In the age of Warring States, Wu 91 [0702 6386) ate and 
slept among the rank and file. He even licked the carbuncle of a soldier. 
The soldiers were willing to die for him. This is ideological work. Lin 
Xiangru [5677 4161 1172), after his failure in the second diplomatic missivun 
4as twumilated by Lin Po [2651 7324]. Instead of treating him as an enemy 
or trying to reason with him, Lin Xiangru yielded ground for the sake of 
unity. Lin Po was finally moved and apologized to him. This is again a 
case of ideological work. In the age of Three Kingdoms, Liu Bei [0491 0271] 
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icr 
threw his own’ baby on the ground to win the affection of his officers and 
men. This too is ideologic work. With a few strokes of his brush, 
Mr Wong Letian [3769 2867 1131] was able to draw cartoons in which social 
contradictions are revealed. This is ancther case of ideological work. 
The movie "The Storm of 1890" stimulates patriotism among the audience 
through the portrayal of Deng Shichang [6772 0013 2490]; the novel 
"Reencounter,” by describing how a prefectural party committee secretary 
meets a criminal once again, ciearly shows the need for a reevaluation of 
many currefit policies; the novel “Recollection,” through a description of 
the self-reflection of a director of cultural department after a series 
of setbacks, reveals that the socialist system is by no means perfect and 
that the feudal system has reappeared today in a new guise; and the 
reportage "Wang Xiaoping [3769 1420 1627] Goes to University” criticizes 
the unhealthy party work style and the dangers to the Chinese society from 
the privileged class. From this, we can see that ideological work is 
based on actual work instead of being an independent system itself. For 
the same reason, if politics exists in economic work but is divorced from 
material being and sociai activities, how can there be any ideology to 
speak of? Therefore, ideological work should manifest itself side by side 
with certain types of specific work and be carried out along with social 
work. There are hundreds of nationalities and hundreds of different 
languages in the world. Yet before people could translate or communicate 
with one another, there were already mathematics, astronomy and so forth in 
existence. In all countries, each digit forms only one-tenth of the next 
higher digit. There cannot be any country where a digit forms only one- 
third or one-fifth of the next higher digit. Nor is there any country 
where two is supposed to be nine and three to be seven. In numbers, all 
countries agree even without pricr discussion and arrangement. This fact 
shows the decisive importance of matter over thinking. If matters in the 
world are not in such a rich and diversified forws, people will have no 
knowledge and no idea. People's ideas can be formed only by the «knowledge 
of matters in diversified forms. 


Everybody has ideas and is able to think; everybody can meet with something 
he does not understand. Therefore, ideological work is needed by everybody. 
the objective of ideological work is to explain something not yet understood 
through certain theories or images, and in a convincing manner. Here Comrade 
Hua Luogeng [5478 4012 1649] is qualified to teach mathematics to Comrades 
Mao Zedong and Hua Guofeng; Comrade Wu Han was qualified to teach everyone 
the history of Ming Dynasty; Comrade Yu Guangyuan [0060 0342 6678], is 
qualified to lecture to anyone on materialist dialectics in the history of 
social development; Ai Qing [5337 7230] and Guo Shanhe [6753 1472 3109) are 
qualified to read poems and sing songs anywhere; and Yao Shichang [1202 0013 
2490) is qualified to teach in universities on the growing of peanuts. 

\il these people can drew philosophical, artistic and |two words iliegible] 
theories through their professions or their expertise, and thus attain the 
goal of ideological work. Nobody, not even a saint, can be omniscient, and 
he must receive ideological work from others on things he is not familiar 
with. Ideological work is the work of scientific knowledge. 
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the essence of ideological work cannot be traced to any source in the 
sphere of ideology itself. This is the important reason why ideological 
work cannot be an independent profession, and why there should not be any 
such a professional contingent. Since everyone may come across something 
unknown, then how can be imagine that those engaged in ideological work as 
a profession do not need any ideological work on themselves from others? 


fhe idea that the so-called political work cadres specialize in ideological 
work which should therefore become a system is in fact only a big farce. 
These cadres have no specific social work and no responsibility for produc- 
tion. Nor have they been subjected to any test in economic value. They 
deal with people as doctors do with patients. However, they deal with 
spiritual beings, while doctors deal with material ones. The quality of a 
doctor's work can be judged from the effectiveness or ineffectiveness of 
his treatment; but where is the criterion to test the quality of the work 
of these cadres? In each factory, school, commune, production brigade or 
production team, there are at least hundreds of people w«‘th their own 
ideas. The political work cadre himself is but an ordinary person. If 
they are familiar with things in one or several fields, then their work 
should be confined to these fields. However, their job covers the way of 
thinking cf the entire personnel of a unit. In other words, they have to 
do something they know nothing about. Then how can they be expected to do 
it well. Since the CCP admits that everyone must have certain ignorance, 
then how can it set up an omniscient contingent of political work cadres? 
Doesn't this mean tracing the essence of ideological work to the source in 
ideology itself? When people were not engaged in production, there was 
then no need for the division of work in society. Thus it can be seen that 
politics is nothing because it has netiher shape nor shadow and leaves no 
trace. It cannot serve as food, drink or a place for shelter. Once 
separated from economics, politics ceases to exist. Then what can be done, 
or organized without a foundation? 


Politics and ideology can only exist tn a void, once they are divorced from 
real matters. In other words, ideas must be expressed along with the 
related specific matters and be able to show their effects on these matters. 
or example, in the Spring Autumn era, the Prince of Wu wanted to attack 
Chu State and refused to accept even reasonable advices. He said: “Anyone 
who dares to advice me will have to die." Here ideological work on the 
Prince or Wu was called for. But how to do it? A young man told him about 
a mantis trying to catch a cicada, when a sparrow was watching the mantis 
from behind. But the sparrow itself did not know that some one was behind 


reacy with bow and arrows. The moral of this story was that when people 
are looking forward, they have also to be mindful of what may come from 
behind. This simple moral was accepted by the prince. We all know about 
the story of Mencius' mother moving her home three times. She wanted 
Mencius to be a useful man, and so she had to encourage him to learn. This 
is what we say about ideological work. Mencius' mother never talked about 
the need to learn; she only moved her home three times. She knew that 
children like co follow examples, so she liked her son to be close to 


scholars. Her objective was attained. These two examples should be able 





to show that ideas are not material objects; they can express thewseives 
only through matters. Ideological work likewise can only be expressed, 
and show its effects, in the actual activities for which it is intended. 
If some people are mechanically ¢tvorced from real social activities and 
yet expected to turn ideological work tuto a material force, this would be 
a farce without historical parallel. People engaged in production must 
form some kind of relationship with one another. A person with greater 
ability should be in a position to organize production. Wowever, if he is 
divorced from people and materiais required for production, he can no 
longer organize or direct production. The so-called politics is a kind 

of relationship formed for the purpose of social production. In order that 
this relationship can be more rational and better able to produce markes 
value, ideological work is required. Everyone engaged iv production must 


go through continual practice in order to increase his knowledge; there- 
fore division of work is aiso a natural process of regulation so that 
whenever a link is added to, or subtracted from the chain of production, 


people will naturaily be able to cope with the problem thus created. 
People engaged in production (including those directly engaged in or those 
wh organize production) can be tested according to the criterion ot 
economic value, but there is no way to test those so-called members of 

the political work system, since they are simply an unnecessary appendage 
imposed on the society. 


Now let us see if there is any need tor the existence of that system which 
is outside the scope of division of work. If there are no workers in a 
factory, ‘*he machinery cannot be operated, If there is no raw material, 
there is nothing to be produced, lf there is no machinery or equipment, 
the workers cannot change the raw materials into finished products. if 
there are no organizers, there cannot be effective and systematic produc- 
tion with maximum productivity. tt is apparent that none of these can 

be dispensed with. But what about without political work cadre: Produc- 
tion as usual, the reason is that political work cadres do net torm any 
link in the chain of production, and are of no value of production, On the 
contrary, if they should besome a iink, production will no Longer proceed 


smoothiy because of the interferences and disruptions from this [ink, 

in a narrower sense, polit ics is but a faith and some type »] xploration 
into social relations of production by some people with a view to sromo ting 
production, Therefore, there should not be any special professional 
contingent of political and ideological workers if the annot take any 
responsibility for produ rion: otnerwise uch apstract concepts T politics, 
ideclogy and power will inevitabiy prod: real effecis, while ideology, 


yhich is abstract or nonexistent will become real terrors, brutality and 


, 


tionary acts. Furthermore, some people may take advantage of the brutal 


eactionary nature of their jo! ind install themselves thigh above the 
iety in order to dominate the means of production, ‘Admission to the 
is orginially a matter of taith: now, it has degenerated into the 


ins Of demarcation of ranks. Since party organization have become the 
se ot social ranks, anyone having joined the party will rise head and 
noulder above others, with “internal contradiction" as their talisman 
woenever they illegally dominate the weans of production, commit crimes or 
ik iaws., 











On a chessboard, there are 16 pieces on each side, and each of these pieces 
nas a detinite tunction of its own. In any kind of chess game, including 
military chess, Chinese checker or foreign chess, there is no piece for 
political work. If a piece is created for them, it will become extraneous 
and obstruct the free movement of the chariots, horses and artillery 
pieces. For thousands of years, therefore, people have never thought of 
the need tor political work in a chess game. This shows that the system 
ot political work is simply absurd, and that it has brought our country 
untold damage! However, |several words illegible] some cadres are 
accustomed to the Life of |several words illegible] “political consciousness 
and ideology come first." When people [several words illegible], they 
frantically opposed. Even though some people have tasted enough of [several 
words illegible] and some of them have died, yet those who survived could 
not get rid of what they had [several words illegible] and after they got 
out of the prison set up by the “gang of four" and heaved a sigh of relief, 
they used the same shackles, brought out from the prison, to punish other 
people. The movement to wipe out the “gang of four's” pernicious influence 
has still not been treed from the spiritual confinement imposed by the 
“gang of four.” People are still using the methods of the "gang of four" 
to liquidate their remnants. In their views, Lin Biao and the “gang of 
tour” seemed to have come out of nowhere. They did not know that Lin Biao 
ind the “gang ot four” were the natural outcome of Chinese socialism. 
They seemed to see only the crimes of the “gang of four" but not the latent 
elements which favored the breeding of the "gang of four.” Of such elements, 
the political work system is the most prominent. Please try to recall what 
happened in the past years under the “gang of four's" ruthless tyranny. 
Was not the political work system the special tool for persecuting people? 
ince the political workers did not belong to any link in production, they 
were tree trom any restrain in the normal order of production and need not 
~ judged by economic value. Yet they acted in official capacities and 
naturally tried their best to show some results of their work. And what 
kind of work was that? Of course, to attack people. Im fact, they were 


serving as gendarmes, because theis duty was to deal with people, who 
became their raw materials. Like real workers, they were free to cut up 
the raw material! into any shape, the only difference being that instead of 
real raw materials, they were cutiing up human beings who were just like 
themselves. ne work of a factory director or manager is subject to the 
test conomic effects. The result of their work is clearly reflected 
by the tinancial condition of the factory and the positive value of their 
work ; there tor all the workers to see. However, neither financial! 
condition nor the opinion of workers can show the achievements of the 
polit orkers, who could only prove their own efficiency by the number 
of their victims. At present, some people are unduly serious in condemning 
some lres' moral character, but overlook the basic fact that these 
ires’ mistakes wore caused by the defects of a system. We have already 
wn that politis is the concentrated form of economics. Bearing this 
in ing, we in see the immutable truth that without economics, there can 
no politics to speak of. Then how can such slogans as "give prominence 
itics"™ and "s politics in command" be ever advocated? Isn't it 
us for meone to photograph a person without his material image? 
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Politics divorced from economics is nothing and people cana never take 

part in any form of sociai activity without a basis. tlowever, if a person 
is already given such a job, he will inevitably try to transform the 
abstract political work into something conrete. As a result, political 
work, which should belong to the superstructure, became a real economic 
basis. Similarly, ideological work can be expressed oniy through certain 
specific sotial activities. However, if ideological work is carried out 
only for the sake of ideological work, many people in the society will be 
sharing consumer good not as determined by their economic contribution but, 
instead, by their shouting of slogans, licking some big wau's boots and 
serving as gendarmes. Their “contribution” to society is measured by the 
degree of severity and maliciousness in dealing with people. A person may 
be originally good natured. However, after joining the ranks o political 
workers, they will naturaliy become vicious and ruthless. Therefore, their 
errors should not be charged to themselves but to the system tnetead! 


Since independent political and ideological work is impossible, it can 
exist only on the basis of productive activities. Only thus can it promote 
or obstruct the development of production In this sense, it becomes a 
real force. Yet its many disruptions have still not waken up the people. 
In the 30 years following the founding of the People's Repubiic, we have 
repeatedly suffered from the effects of over-emphasis on politics, with 

the result that even today, some 200 million have not cnough to eat and 
some 20 million people are unemployed, in addition to those being brutally 
tortured or killed without justification.... Yet we nave charged al this 
to the “gang of four” or some other people instead of giving any thought to 
the fact that the "gang of four" only symbolized the despotism o! a certain 
individual and the defects of a system. It was just because of Chese 
supermaterial objects’ activities and their arbitrary behavio. that brought 
about the system of political work which should never have existed at all. 


In another sense, ideological work should be undertaken by experts. Any 
form of thinking and feeling is related to some productive activities: 
therefore, ideological work should begin with those particuiarly related 
activities in an attempt to explain their scientific aspects and to 
enlighten the people. For such a task, the ideological workers should be 
experts in this field, because ideological work is a protound academi: 
subject requiring not onjy iogical deductions with mathematic formulas, 
but also knowledge in various fields to prove certain theories or to solve 
certain problems. However, the vast majority of our political work cadres 
do not read books or newspapers, and never bother to learn. Instead of 
educating others. they should be the ones to be educated. They do not 
understand logical! deductions or Marxism-Leninism. Some of them are even 
lliiterates. Therefore, how can they possibly do political work o! other 
eopie? They are both ignorant and stupid and need to be saved by others! 
et me cite an example: in 1904, when i was with the army, I made the 
sual remarks that “one day, the communist party too will wither away." 
a result, the platoon ieader severely punished me and then referred my 

‘ase to the regimental political section to be dealt with as though | 


Was an even n class struggie. fhe chief of the section said: “He said 
nothing » because he was quoting from Chairman Mao's Selected Works, 





Yet this platoon leader later became a political instructor. Just think! 
How can such a stupid fool be a party branch secretary? And how can he 
possibly be entrusted with ideological work? 


Since political work cadres are not subject to the test of economic value, 
people usually overlook the need for qualifications in such work. Their 
poor performance or even their disruption of the development of productive 
forces cannot be easily noticed, and this accounts for the appointment of 
unqualified people for this task without attracting social attention. As 
a result, this component (which should not have been allowed to exist) of 
the superstructure has really come into being. 


Ihe 20 April RENMIN RIBAO carried an article entitled, “Eliminate Estrange- 
ment, talk about Unity” describing how a production cadre of the Harbin 
Ballbearing Plant forgot his grudge against a political cadre who had 
previously wrongly persecuted him, and urging people to consider the 
great disability under which the political work cadres were laboring..... 
This appeal is absurd and ridiculous. Let me ask: Is it meritorous tec 
wrongly persecute people? Why did they wrongly persecute people? This was 
a matter of policy as well as the political work cadres’ own selfishness 
and narrow-mindedness. Their wrong persecution of people can only show 
that they have committed errors and crimes. Instead of criticizing or 
educating the culprits, the journal only talked about giving them considera- 
tion. Would not this encourage them to commit crimes again? The article 
continued with the remarks that political work cadres have done a lot of 
work and won achievements, and so forth. This is sheer nonsense. How can 
castles in the air, which is divorced from matters, become a4 concrete 
object? Is not this reactionary idealism? These people do not know what 
is justice or shame, and do not understand what is class, politics or 
revolution. Then how could they have any achievement to speak of? Are 
their achievements testified by more than 400,000 rightists? Is the 
increase of 200,000 in population as a result of their blindly following 
the Soviet “Heroic Mothers" movement one of their achievements. Their 
achievements can only be accounted for by their attacks on Commander Peng 
Dehual above and a large group below; by forbidding people from reading 

the works of their own poet Ai Qing for more than 20 years; by forbidding 
people from reading the translated works of Fu Lei [0102 7191]; and by the 
desertion of Fu Cong [0102 5115], the death of Fu Lei and his wife, the 
wrong charge against the "Three Family Village," the death of Lao She [5071 
5287), and the cutting of Zhang Zhixin's throat?! The element of politics, 


once separated trom economics, will inevitably become a strong destructive 
force. If people will only Look for the cause of abstract politics, they 
will tind it be a horrible and reactionary corrosive on the econoic base 
and the productive forces. And yet some people measure the efficiency of 
economic units with the so-called attitude instead of economic effects. 
What is “attitude”? Can it be eaten, drunk, worn as clothing or used as 
tools’ Attitude, likewise, is not a matter and has no concrete form. It 
can be tested only through matters. People's existence does not depend on 
ittitude, but rather on labor and the instruments of labor. The policy on 
ittituce therefore determines the fate of China's economy--failure! Some 





people may disagree with the conclusion that construction in the past 

30 years has been a failure. They may argue that the situation in the 
past 30 years was better than that before liberation. I would ask these 
people to remember that history itself marches onward, and Chat even 
natural development in W years should show some improvement! Furthermore, 
they can compare our progress with that of other countries, or even our 
territory Taiwan in the past 30 years. If these comparisons show our 
backwardness, then the conclusion is failure! This failure wes the out- 
come of hindrance by politics. Yet some people do not admit failure in 
the face of these setbacks and still use all lame arguments to comfort 
themselves. This proves that people who are already poisoned stilii do not 
know what poison is. Politics has been taken cut of economics and pleced 
high above economics. Thus politics, originally only an aspect of 
economics, has become the grandmaster of economics. But what significance 
has it besides hindering economics? At present, people are trying to look 
for the prime mover in the murder of Zhang Zhixin as well as the murderers. 
(This is certainly necessary since it represents the uproar for justice.) 
However, who has ever thought that the responsibility for such crueity was 
actually the defects of a system? If the system were strict and just, then 
how could the murderers have the opportunity? Because the victim Zhang 
Zhixin was a real person, the murder was a visible act, and the murderers 
were also real persons, this affair can easily give peopie a pang of 
conscience. However, policies are abstract, and their after-effects, even 
though serious, cannot be readily seen. therefore, policies and the system 
of political work cannot easily arouse people‘s attention or misgiving. 
Under our inviolable political and ideological work system, such work is 

no longer abstract and spiritual; it nas been transformed [row an abstract 
to a concrete being and from spirit to matter, to be piaced high above 

the society. To fully illustrate its abstract nature, let me cite severai 
examples: Take for instance movie, drama and noveis...they belong to the 
spiritual sphere, and are wost active and eftective in infiuencing the way 
of thinking. Yet they themselves are material, concrete and real. The 
author writes books, and his action is concrete, So too is the action of 
actors in dramas. Their impact on ideology is expressed through the role 
created for them. What kind of concrete action do the professional ideolog- 
ical work cadres use to attain his objective of educating people? Nobody 


knows! The personnel of the political work system are in fact overlords. 
They have actuaily never done any ideological work in earnest, and tneir 
so-called ideological work is undertaken through their domination of other 


people's destiny. Therefore, the policical work system in every unit is 
in fact a privileged class above the wiit. The nature of their work forces 
it to become more and more vicious, becuse if there is no growing hindrance 
and hatred, ideological work cannot hold ites own ground. Mauy people are 
trying to punish the murders of Zhang Zhix-:na and the conspirat«rs as a means 

‘cadicating the contributing factors to b-oodshed tor people in quest 
ior truth, This is practicaily impossibl, because the crime against 

Zhixin was not committed by a person, but by the “it is a crime to 

think” system and the political work system which are high above the 
society and are like a pair of tumors. The prevention of sacrifice of 
people in quest for truth lies in the abolition of the “it is a crime to 





think” system and the political work system instead of the punishment of 

the culprits. Supposing the laws promulgated by the Second Plenary Session 
of the Fifth NPC can solve this problem and you can sentence to death all 
the political work cadres who have committed murders throughout the country, 
the goal of law can still not be achieved! 


Although China has in practice tasted the bitterness of the coexistence 

of the political work system and the system of commandism, and is now 
carrying out reforms on the political work system, as shown by the emphasis 
on the power of the factory director and manager, the abolition of the 
political department and so forth, the dangers of the political work system 


to China's economy are still not fully understood, and the necessity of 
exterminating these dangers has not been realized in practice or theory. 
lu many documents and journals, there are still dogmatic references to the 


political work system, and many people still do not realize that the worst 
detects in our sectialist system is the ossified political work systen. 
People cannot reaiize it because they are accustomed to the sight of the 
material world ‘Sut not the abstract and decadent effects of the political 
work system. Some people even stubbornly tried to prove that our achieve- 
ments in the past 30 years were attributed to ideological work, but they 
forgot that the Chinese nation has a history of 5,000 years, and that 
these 30 years are but a continuation of the 5,000 years. Do they mean 
that without political work, people in our country would have lost their 
progenitive power People produce for the sake of survival, and practice 
in production is the motive force in hisotrical development. The political 
work system is contradictory to Marxist theories. Because we have not 
formulated the politices according to the inviolable truth that survival 
is human beings’ first instinct, or that human beings produce for the sake 
of survival, we are being ridiculed and punished by history. This has 
been proved by Comrade Hu Qiaomu's famous article. Our total output value 
on the industrial and transportation front requires only one-third of the 
labor of our workers and staff members. Does this mean that two-thirds of 
our undertaking has been a failure? 


ereiore, the important task confronting the whole party now is the use 
1 scientific approach in understanding the real relationship between 

politics and economics, and to determine if econwmic laws should after all 
letermine politics or vice versa. If it is conceded that politics should 
be governed by economic laws, then we should resp«uct these laws and iet 
political work be reflected by economic work in over that both material 
and spiritual work will harmoniously merge into a single entity. We should 
organize social division of work according to e’ onomic demands, abolish all 
political iastitutions which have been placed high above the society, and 
subject all social work to the test of economic value. Blood cannot 


clreulate outside the body; for the same reason, politics cannot function 
suutside the economic system. We have paid dearly for the lesson of placing 
political work high above society, and this lesson is a profound one, 
because our generation will be ridiculed by our children and grandchildren! 
this ridicule will be even more serious than ours to our forebears. 
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The destruction of the “gang of four" is not an amazing feat, but the one 
who destroys the soil and conditions for the breeding of the "gang of four” 
will be really an outstanding figure in China. The “gang of four” existed 
in the political work system of the socialist system. 


6 July 1979 


(This article was posted on Democracy Wall in early August. It is reprinted 
here by readers’ request.) 
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FORMATION OF ‘GANG OF FOURS ANALYZED 


Beijing HAILANGHUA [SEA SPRAY] in Chinese No 1, 31 Aug 7» <p 23-34 


(Article: “The ‘Gang of Four’ and Our Socialism") 

[Text] After the smashing of the “gang of four" followed by 3 years’ 
denouncilation, more and more people are beginning to wonder how Lin Biao 
and the “gang of four" could have been able to shoulder such a heavy 


historical responsibility. As people can see now more clearly, there were 
only a few of them, and they never personally committed any murder or arson. 
Yet thousands or tens of thousands of people throughout China have suffered 
from their persecution. Each of them has only a pair of hands; yet their 
four pairs of hands have been able to reduce 1 billion peuple to misery. 
Don't we have two hands each? Some people said that there was power in 
their hands. But what is power? It can neither speak nor hit people, and 
nobody can see how it embodies will and force. Why were 1 billion real 
people, 4 million armed soldiers, 200 central committee members no match 
for these few persons? Some one said: "The ‘gang of four’ had the adviser 
and some even more powerful person's support!" Let me ask: Since none 

of the billion people was mere talking tools, what could these few persons 
do with their power? That big shot's “bigness” depended on the huge 

number of small people like ourselves. If we treated ourselves as human 
beings instead of small people to be pushed around, then how could the 

‘ig shot be so big? And whose destiny could he control? Then would not 

he be just one of us? The big shot could be big only because the small 
people belittled themselves. Please think which one of their crimes was 
not committed through the small people and against the small people? Why 
should people permit themselves to be pushed around and fooled? Why should 
they cause suffering and misery to people of their own kind? And then why 


lid people of their own kiad turn around to do the same thing to them? 
The answere to these questions cannot be found frou what Lin Biao and the 
“gang of four” have owed us, because they too were the byproducts of 
history and a system. They could only shoulder the responsibility for 

eir own activities after they were produced by history. And how could 

e “gang ef four" be formed? We can look for the answer from the defects 


of Chinese history and social system. 





- 
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It is only normal and necessary for people to doubt, but these issues 

are not raised by the people themselves. Insteac, they are the irresist- 
ible outcome of the laws of history. In the prison set up by the "gang 
of four,” people were fooled and trampled underfoot. Besides being 
humiliated by others, they also knew how to humiliate the weaker ones.... 
In such an unhealthy environment, the people's common desire was to get 
rid of these shackles, and the first question they thought of was to 
remove the source of their suffering--the “gang of four.” But they could 
not discover how the source of their suffering had been produced. There- 
fore, the first task history has charged people with was to smash the 
system of feudal autocracy. The "Qing Ming Incident of 1976" was the 
expression of people's desire to destroy the autocratic system. In 
October of the same year, the Party Central Committee headed by Comrade 
Hua Guofeng accomplished this historical mission. 


The fulfillment of this historical mission only showed us: 1) that the 
monsters" den had been dug out; 2) that mutual strife had ended; 3) that 
normal social order had been initially restored; and 4) that there is need 
for economic growth, and several other forms of protection. However, the 
destruction of the “gang of four” has by no means rovided any guarantee 
that there will never be any more similar diastc s--.hat is the guarantee 
that there will be no more breeding ground for such elements as the “gang 
of four.” We have seen quite a few persons who had carried out struggles 
with the "gang of four" and who, after winning their personal liberation 
and satisfying their own desire for benefits and power, forgot all about 
the people, or even persecute the people as the "gang of four” did. What 
has surprised people most is that the various reactionary policies of the 
“gang of four" were enforced against the people by those who “the day 
before yesterday, yesterday and today” were and are in leading positions. 
How is it possible that those who, before October 1976, trumpeted about 
“all-round dictatorship" became high officiais after Octobe: A change of 
stand requires an ideological process, but these persons, instead of going 
through such a process, did not even both to change their face makeup. 
They still show their vicious and men:cing features with long protruding 
teeth and blood dripping from their wouths. Nobody has ever seen them 
trving to paint their face with red patches to play the part of the 
legendary hero Guan Yu for a change, because they are more adept in playing 
the part of villains. People can see that they opposed the “gang of four" 
niv for liberating themselves and satisfying their greed for power. After 
ill, they are in the process of transforming themselves into the “gang 

of four." 


Thus history has naturally given us an even more important task. People's 
eration can be a certainty only when the breeding ground of the "gang 


four” has been eradicated This cause cf evil can be completely 
removed only provided we will probe into China's historical background, the 
special features of this age and the social system, to find the roots of 


ninese social autocracy! Only a repudiation of such autocracy can produce 
something of value for the Chinese nation as a whole instead of just a 
small nurSe. <* »xeople; only thus can the people be completely freed from 





their misery. Yeople are equally unwilling to suffer at the hands of 
either the "gaug of four” or the “gang of five or six.” From the criterion 
of “classifying people according to individual traits,” they have learned 
to look for the criterion of “classifying people according to their deeds.” 
They realize that the ideology of Lin Biao and the “gang of four" is by no 
means a monopoly of these few people, but rather a common ideology of most 
people (either officials or common citizens) in our country in this age. 
The oppressors have to oppress others because they are in high positions; 
the oppressed are oppressed because they are in low positions. It is not 
true that the latter have no desire to oppress others. They do not oppress 
others simply because the objective conditions do not permit to do so. 

Such selfish ideas as bullying and oppressing the weak are the result of 
the lack of a democratic revolution in China. Wang, Zhang, Jiang and Yao 
have been able tc play their roles of autocracy so well simply because they 
happened to have the required conditions and environments. The overseas 
lords and the officials at the county, prefecture and other levels could 
not be the “gang of four” not because they did not want to, but because of 
their lack of ability and the required environments and the limitations of 
their positions. If Jiang Qing had not wormed her way into the communist 
party, it was quite possible that throughout her life, she would be a victim 
of humiliation. Again, if Chen Pixian [7115 0012 7359] and Cao Digiu [2580 
3695 4428) had not wrongly sentenced Wang Hongwen to death, then how could 
he have become a demon and wrought such havoc? In fact, there are in 

China quite many people far worse than the “gang of four." Even the "gang 
of four” could be shocked by the tragedies in some places and departments. 
But why did not these wicked cadres become the “gang of four"? The main 
reason is that the objective environments did not permit them to. There- 
fore, we san see that the “gang of four" were a..e to make such heavy 
weathers because of not only their own activities (internal cause), but 
also the internal disputes in the CCP. Anyone who has been active on the 
Chinese political stage (all the present leaders included) has, consciously 
or unconsciously, provided opportunities for the emergence of the “gang 

of four." Many officiai., on the one hand, opposed the “gang of four” for 
not giving them higher posts, while, on the other hand bringing untold 
misery to the nation and the people by implementing the policies of the 
“gang of four” in their own domains. Th. se incidents were overshadowed by 
the contradictions of the “gang of four" which were then most prominent. 
Now that the “gang of four" have been destroyed, and particularly because 
the movement to emancipate the mind is gaining momentum, these incidents 
are gradually coming into the open. 


This is a new historical mission for the people: to study Marxisn- 
Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought so that they can really master the Marxist 
viewpoint and method to analyze our historical systems and the peculiar 
features of our nation and our age; to clear away all obstacles to the 
progress of history; to restore the original features of Marxism; and to 
resolutely eradicate the feudal socialism which consists of socialist 
economy and feudal ranks. In this way, the masters of society will become 
real masters; the public servants oi society will act like real pubiic 
servants; all people under the sky, including chairmans of common citizens, 





will become equal; and the chairmans and premiers wiil become common 
citizens. This is the new historical mission confronting the CCP Ceniral 
Commi t tee and the test to determine whether the communist party is a parcy 
of public servants or a party of masters. 


l--Lin Biao and the “Gang of Four” Are the Creations of Chinese History 


We have usually noticed from journals and documents these remarks: “The 
‘gang of four’ pushed the national economy to the brink of collapse;" “The 
‘gang of four’ again widened the gap which had already been nerrowed;" “The 
‘gang of four’ brought severe damage to our party and country” and so 
forth. There should be no doubt on the meaning of these obvious remarks. 
Strictly speaking, however, hey are not quite accurate, or, at least, 

not comprehensive. 


No matter whether economy was at a standsti.il or was brought to the brink 
of collapse; no matter whether party disciplines and state laws were 
trampled underfoot or the public servants or society were riding on the 
backs of the masters of society, it could net be the handivork of just 
several persons. Instead, it was the natural outcome of the development 
of Chinese history. The darkness in China of the 1970's was decided by 
the most normal progress of Chinese history, and che catastrophy was simply 
unavoidable. This catastrophy was in fact an indispensable iink in the 
chain of Chinese history. We do not condone the deeds of the Lin RBiao and 
“gang of four" groups (because such deeds were certainly reactionary). 
However, if we analyze them with a Marxist viewpoint, thes we can see that 
they were only decided by the internal structure of society and other 
social relations. We can never underestimate the etfects of the personal 
characters and the will of Lin Biao and the “gang of four” on the Chinese 
society, but are of the opinion that their individwal activities could 
only alter certain outward features or certain isolated parts of his-vory, 
and could produce only such effects as were permitted by the chen evisting 
social relations. In other words, the “gang of four” were able to per- 
petrate their subversive and mischievous deeds only because the most 
common ideology of Chinese society provided the basis for the autocracic 
ideology of the “gang of four.” Left entirely to themselves, the “gang of 
four” would be incapable of creating a 10 year tragedy in history. Here 
is something resembling a subtie spontaneous naturai force which seems to 
be acting blindly although in fact it was following some immutable laws. 
it was this force that provided the “gang of four” with the required cli- 
mate for their action. People can make artilictal rain by firing rockets, 
but there must be the required amount of cleuds in the sky for the rickets 
to produce any effect. If there is a clear sky, then not a4 single drop of 
rain can be produced even though 10,000 rockets are fired simultaneously. 

imilarly, if China had the swe briet history, the same rich material 
wealch and the same level of knowledge as the United States’, then what 

of autocratic rights could the “gang of four" exercise? If they 


|, they would certainly be overthrown in no time. 








And how are China's historical conditions? 


First, a long feudal -ulture; and secondly, conservatism, According to 
waiversal laws, the longer is a culture, the more deeply rooted is conserva- 
tism. Chinese people's world outlook is based not on a knowledge of 
objective laws, but on a system of ranks and seniority; based on submission, 
that is, submission to the majority and to big shots; and to the father and 
the older brother, according to blood relationship. All these boil down to 
a slavish instinct of loyalty to the monarch which, however, does not mean 
patriotism. Confucian and Mencian doctrines, which serve as the orthodox 
ideology in China, might nave made positive contributions during the stage 
of their inception. However, feudal monarchy used them to serve its 
domination generation after generation, and to enslave the people time and 
again. These doctrines were also used as an opiate to lull the people 

into willing acceptance of their lot not only as its tools but also, as it 
can be said, as lackeys. The majority of people, spending their lifetime 
in misery could never think of changing this irrational phenomenon. Besides 
willingly serving as lackeys, they even opposed those who were unwilling. 
Thus anyone wishing to be liberated would be opposed and treated as an 
enemy. in over a century after the Opium War, the historical upheavals 
were started by only a small number of advanced elements. The people had 
never inculcated them with any revolutionary ferver, and many of these 
people tvok part in the revolution only because they happened to be 
involved, but not because they did it consciously. Therefore, despite the 
serious upheavals for more than a century, people's spiritual outlook stiil 
retains some feudal coloring. The importation of Marxism in contemporary 
China was the handiwork of only a few precursors. Those who had been 
trained in the concept of blood relationship inevitably combined Marxist 
theories with Chinese feudal culture in a cross-breeding process. In 
sodoing, they covered feudal ideas of autocracy with a Marxist mantle and 
then sold these ideas as socialism. For example, the dregs of such ideas 
as loyalty to the monarch were transformed into the “theory of genius," 
“theory of pinnacle,” and “long, long live” as 4 means of glorifying the 
personal achievements of a proletariaa leader, while the scientific Marxist 
theories on the proletariat and class struggle were changed by the feudzlist 
groups into the brutal practice of “wanton killing is iustified.” Leniency 
to those who make a clean breast thus becane “attackirg others is merito- 
rious and making false charges against others is commendable." Again, 
“severe punishment to the recalcitrant” became a convenient means to 

avenge personal wrongs in the name of public interests, and “performing 
meritorious services to atone for one's crimes" encouraged bad people to 
gain the upper hand by striking first.... Feudalism in its undisguised 
form cannot be said to be deceptive. However, once its dregs are clocaked 
with scientific theories and peddled in a big way in the name of science, 
they will become not only deceptive, but also stubborn and complex. After 
el.minating undisguised feudalism, people new:r thought that even in the 
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1970's, they have to promote science and democracy once again for the 

reason that the mantle of scientific Marxism, which covers up the soul 

of feudalism, has made it much harder to ideatify feudalism as it would 

be thousande of years ago. Therefore, it is even harder to defeat feudalism 
now. We cen say that from the day of its importation, Marxism has been 
grossly distorted, and this distortion was a prelude to today’s autocracy. 


This situation is attributed not only to China's long standing feudal 
culture, but also its material poverty and weak productive forces. Despite 
the reforms carried out by revolutionary martyrs generation after generation 
in the past century and more, people are still struggling for a bare 
subsistence by tilling a small piece of land with primitive methods. They 
can think only of themselves, but rot others. So narrow-mindedness and 
selfishness is a dominant Chinese personal trait. The petty agricuitural 
economy, resulting from the people's individual nature has blindfolded 

them so that they cannot see either production in any form as a social need 
or the need for cooperation among themselves. Thus trey unconse Lousiy 
reject cooperation and are contended to work in isolation. in other words, 
they are against the social division of work. Since *he productive ‘orces 
are weak and it is impossible for the new achievements in natural sctence 
to prove anything, the people are tight's fettered by the ideas of self- 
sufficiency in small economy. So the ec .nomy, still retaining the features 
of natural economy, certainly cannot lead to ony breakthrough in natural 
sciences. Furthermore, the national dignity and antiforeign sentinents 
wave particularly strengthened the feudal concept of moreality and 


consciously or unconsciously, this concept emerged to oppose the emancipation 
of the mind. 

The 1911 Revolution led by Dr Sun Yat-sen ended the existence of the feudal 
system in China. But the traditional ideas, mora’ concepts and wdes of 
production have hardly been smashed. in other words, the pagoda symbolizing 


feudalism has been toppled, but every brick and tile, even every sand and 
stone are survivors of feudalism. this has a decisive etfect on the 
restoration of feudalism which is tnevitable even wnder the Marxiat banner 
in the 1970's. Why so? The reason is that there were three major defects 
im the 191] Revolution: First, the democratic revolution lacked a wide- 
epread ideological foundation, because neither before nor aiter the 
revolution was there any ideological revolution. The end of the feudal 
system waa only a sudden breakthrough by a small number of advanced ele- 
ments, and this breakthrough was made with the violence of a lightning, 

but not in response to the demands of Chinese people's ideology. Why should 


the dynasty be abolished? Why should a democratic government be established? 
Neither the people's ideology nor their ,coductive forces then could enable 
sem to supply the answers. Therefore, both before and after the revolu- 
the people's mentslity remained the same. Secondly, the democratic 
lution attempted to fulfill its task through the feudal organizational 
tory. In organizing the longmeng League, Dr Sun Ya-sen had to take 
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, emocratic revolutionary leader leading a teudalist ontingent. Thus 








after attaining their objective, the feudal nature of this contingent 
inevitably began to assert itself. Thirdly, a democratic revolution 
without being preceded or prepared by an ideological revolution could only 
build a democratic tower on a heap of feudal sands. This type of revolu- 
tion certainly could not be thoroughgoing. Furthermore, the revolutionary 
leaders did not pay attention to ideolgoical revolution either during or 
after the revolution and China was basically built on feudal soil. Even 
though there might have been one or two localities with mature capitalisn, 
it still cannot be said that China had then got rid of feudalism. 


Thus within the brief period of half a century, although the mode of 
Chinese social existence underwent two changes, the social foundation has 
not changed even once. 


Regardless of a bourgeois de.zocratic or a proletarian democratic revolu- 
tion, its basic contingent consisted of feudal elements. Most of the 

people in the revolutionary ranks knew only how to mechanicaliy carried 

the superior's orders but not the meaning of the orders. When the revolu- 
tion changed from one phase to another, these people could only follow the 
changes but did not understand why they had to. Nor did they have any idea 
of the historical laws of social development. The so-called success of a 
revolution meant to thei: only a change of political power. The basic factors 
which make up a society, such as culture, morality, customs and the relation- 
ship among people have not been elevated to a higher level. In fact, they 
still retained their feudal essence. Because of the diehard feudal moral 
concept on the part of the responsible person in the party organization, 

this person had to reform the party in accordance with his own feudal 

ideas. He wonld inevitably attempt to swell the rank of party members 
according to his own desire and thus created strict demarcations between 
different ranks and between party and nonparty. In fact, there were rank- 
ing people as well as the rank and file. The emergence of feudal restora- 
tion under che Marxist banner in the 20th Century should then be no surprise 
at all. 


It was precisely the lack of thoroughness of the Chinese democratic revolu- 
tion which provided an opportunity for the autocrat to oppose democracy. 
The majority of people in the Chinese society still do not know what 
democracy is. Common Chinese people actually do not understand that they 
too were human beings like the chairman and the premier. On the contrary, 
they invariably classify themselves as a lowly class, and gladly submit to 
the domination and humiliation from the ranking people. Should anyone dare 
to step out from the oppressed rank to challenge a ranking person or to 
disobey his order, the people of his own rank might even kill him. In 
suc’ a social atmosphere, even a cough from a big shot would frigten people 
for half a month. Then how can the emergence of Lin Biao and the "gang 

of four" be prevented? 


The name “gang of four" does not imply any specific personality, because 
the nature of their absolutism was demonstrated by that period of Chinese 
history and not by the names "Wang, Zhang, Jiang and Yao." I said that the 
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history of ‘€hina decided the emergence of the "gang of four." But this 
does not necessarily mean the emergence of only Wang, Zhang, Jiang and Yao, 
or only four persons. I only mean that given the conditions of long- 
lasting fetidalism and with only a superficial knowledge of Marxisn, 
feudalist restoration would be a certainty in historical development by the 
second half of the 20th Century. If the Chairman's wife were not named 
Jiang, then there would have been Wang Qing or He Qing, and the formation 
of a “Queen clique" with a group of euniches making trouble, although they 
might not be named Wang, Zhang, Jiang and Yao, but, say, Zhao, Qian, Shi 
and Li. It thight also have been a gang of three or a gang of five. While 
the emergence of the "gang of four" including Wang, Zhang, Jiang and Yao 
was only a coincidence, the emergence of an autocratic regime was a 
certainty. Suffering cannot make history--this is a Marxist tenet. For 
the same reason, the "gang of four" could not make history. On the other 
hand, they were created by history! Chinese feudai autocracy has had a 
history of thousands of years, and has always waited for an opportunity 

to assert itself. The CCP is the youngest political party in Chinese 
history, and an outcome of learning from the West. Whenever Chinese people 
try to learn any special subject, they cannot help but add to it a Chinese 
finishing touch. Therefore, when Marxism was imported by the advanced 
Chinese people, it was revised to adapt to Chinese traditions, and the dregs 
of feudalism were inevitably mixed with Marxism. A careful study of the 
party history will reveal the continual existence of some elements of 
autocracy in our party. (To prove this point with party history is outside 
the scope of this article. A monographic article will be presented later.) 


Marxism came at a time when China was embroiled in civil wars among the 
warlords. To people with lofty ideals and looking for some means of 
national salvation, Marxism was like a beam of light inside a dark cave. 
The forming of a Marxist political party was for China a historical mission, 
and some people with lofty ideals took up this responsibility. Please note 
that these people did this only for the sake of a faith and for saving the 
nation and the people. Today, some people advocate the democratic movement 
also for the sake of a faith. On the strength of our conviction, we are 
sure that the ideal behind the advanced people in those years were pure and 
lofty. However, with the change of the revolutionary situation, the party's 
task also changed, and it was inevitable that the change was from faith to 
violence. In order to seize state power and to win military victories, the 
party could only recruit members through wars, and as a result, people 
with or without faith in communism all became engulfed in the revolutionary 
current. Instead of faith, war became the objective of party organization. 
Since it was on a war footing, the party could not meticulously attended to 
its ideological building, and thus some people having worked for the party 
for 3 or 4 decades are still illiterate. Then how can they be expected to 
taik about things scientific or militant? The forerunners who established 
the CCP had been originally brought up from the soil of feudal China. 
Aithough serving as leaders, their ideology had been from the very begin- 
ning corroded by feudalism. Being no gods, they inevitably revealed their 
feudai nature and the narrow-mindedness of the agrarian class. 
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Furthermore, those who were in charge of the destiny of the Chinese 
people wrongly estimated the situation in China. They attempted to “bake 
an unripe fruit under the lamplight," and had the audacity to skip the 
stage of democracy in the course of Chinese history with the result that 
both the beginning and the end of the democratic revolution took place 
within 1 minute. Socialist revolution was thus advanced to keep pace with 
democratic revolution, and whis, as a euphorism, was called the reduction 
of suffering under capitalism, though in fact it was continued suffering 
under feudalism. This mistake was quite tragic! It was an unprecedented 
tragedy in Chinese history an’ the biggest catastrophy in the history of 
Communist International Movement. 





The “gang of four"could not make history. The 10 years’ cultural revolu- 
tion was only the concentrated expression of mistakes committed, or the 
inevitable outcome of historical development in the previous 17 years. 

The “gang of four" finally personified the history of these 10 years only 
because they had been accidentally swept into the current of history. 

Then should they be held responsible for what happened in these 10 years 
as tacitly agreed by all people? This would be unfair, because they are 
after all human beings in material instead of spiritual forms. They had 
not the strength to divert the normal course of history which has been 
decided by the history of feudalism of thousands of years. The course of 
history during these 10 eventful years was decided by its inherent 
historical and social factors instead of a new historical figures. There- 
fore, even granted that the parents of the "gang of four" did not beget 
them, China would still inevitably go through the same turmoil. Also, even 
though the leader of China was replaced, the replacement would still 
become a Chinese autocrat. We must recognize the fact that Comrade Mao 
Zedong's mistakes were the mistakes of Chinese history and the Chinese 
nation as well as the mistakes of Mao Zedong's leadership group, and that 
these mistakes were inevitable because of historical limitations. Some 
comrades have not committed such serious mistakes simply because they were 
not in such an important position as Comrade Mao Zedong was. If we will 
review some historical documents, it will not be difficult for us to find 
out that other comrades too made serious mistakes in opposing the rightists 
and attacking Commander Peng Dehuai for bragging and for his way of 
handling many other issues. We can even discover something negative among 
those who have suffered for more than 2 decades, if we will dig into their 
personal history. Anyone in Comrade Mao Zedong's position would commit 
the same mistakes, because the case of the mistakes was deeply rooted in 
each individual's mind, and as soon as the occasion arises, mistakes will 
be unavoidable. This is simply because Chinese history has not yet developed 
to such a stage as would enable people to avoid mistakes. 





2--The Defects Inherent in the Socialist System 


When Marx created socialism and socialist theories, the word "socialism" 
was not preceded by "scientific" which differentiated it from various other 
brands of socialism. When our two grandmasters were still alive, there 
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were various types of socialist doctrines; after their death, there were 
also various types of socialist systems. All forms of socialism from the 
Soviet hegemonist socialism to Yugoslavian liberal socialism; from 
Romanian independent socialism to our feudal socialism; and from the 
slavish socialism of Bu-erh-bu-te to the hatchetman socialism of Cuba, 
have some elements of Marxist theories; and yet how vastly different they 
all are! All these types of socialism are essentially different from the 
free countries in Europe and America. No matter how serious may be the 
controversy among socialist countries, they nevertheless uphold socialism. 
We cannot say that the Soviet Union is not a socialist country simply 
because we abuse it as Soviet Revisionism. Socialism is of numerous types 
with widely diversified contents and complex forms, all decided by their 
national characteristics. The national characteristic of Russia is 
hegemonism,°and regardless of the different personal traits of its leaders, 
Stalin or Brezhnev, it can never relinguishits evil nature of hegemonism. 
The special characterstic of Oriental nations is the bondage of feudal 
culture. That is why Chinese socialism has a strong feudal element. 
Although Vietnam now treats China as its enemy and leans on the Soviet 
Union, yet its basic characteristic is the same as China's. That is why 
some day, it will become reconciled with China. Do not be misled by the 
present friendly relations between Yugoslavia and China, because the 
situation of Yugoslavia and its national characteristics make it necessary 
for the regime after Tito to pursue a pro-Soviet rather than a pro-China 
policy. The numerous types of socialist systems have proved one point: 
Socialism is not an academic formula which is strictly immutable. On the 
contrary, it is like an unknown number in mathematics, with a strong 
indeterminable element which politicans can flexibly interpret in any way 
they please. Even within a country, different leaders have their own 
preferences. The Hua-Deng government is essentially different from the 
Mao-Zhou government. Liu Shaoqui's death as a victim of injustice does 
not necessarily mean that he shared the ideology of the Hua-Den government. 
Comrade Liu Shaoqui's speech attacking Commander Peng Dehuai showed that 
he himself had autocratic ideas. We can also find the same ideas in 
Commander Peng himself from his action and speech. 


Socialism cannot become a perfect system simply because of its socialist 
nature. It represents a process of transition from capitalism to conm- 
munism. During this process, it has to continue its probing, revising 
and learning. Practice is the sole criterion for testing truth. This has 
been affirmed by a party resolution. (In fact, this theory is as common- 
place as the fact that people must eat and drink in order to live. Yet 
it has to be affirmed at the highest level party meeting. This can only 
prove the seriousness of the party's setback, because such a commonplace, 
which even a 3-year child can understand, needs to be confirmed by the 
party's highest level meeting. From this, we can see how amazing is the 
stupidity of the whole party and the whole country!) Among the many and 
varied forms of socialism, it is hard to determine which is the orthodox 
socialism after all. This can neither be determined by the parties them- 
selves nor by the number of people taking part in the evaluation. The 
reason is that the citizens of most socialist countries cannot exercise 
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their power as masters. So the question of genuine or pseudo-socialism 

can only be decided by practice--according to the speed of its development 
of productive forces. The rate of development of productive forces in 

any place indicates its socialist character: When the development of 
productive forces is slow, then the people have no reason to call themselves 
masters of society. If a social system cannot be explained in terms of 
productive forces, what is the use of making any comparison at all? 


In Section 1, we have already discussed how the culture, morality and 
customs of a nation cannot fail to manifest itself under any new systen. 
For the same reason, the feudal culture, morality and customs which had 
dominated China for thousands of years, would irresistibly manifest then- 
selves even in Chinese socialism, and may even play the dominant role at 
certain stages. And socialism, besides being a system, is also a process. 
As a system, it can work mechanically; but as a process, there is a strong 
element of agnosticism which calls for people's further exploration. But 
basically this point has not been recognized in our country. This marks the 
difference between CCP and CPSU. Before engaging in violent activities, 
the CPSU had for a fairly long time experienced a fairly long period of 
ideological revolution. Lenin and Plekhanov were mature thinkers and 
philosophers, and it was for just this reason that when the Soviet Union 
seized political power, the CPSU knew how to shift the focus of its work. 
Even though fierce fighting was going on, it never forgot the need for 
economic experts to work out the blueprints for a crash program of economic 
construction. Our party did not go through an ideological revolution as a 
process of preparation and therefore could not realize the importance of 
knowledge as a material force. Since the element of incident is more in 
war than in economic construction, our cadres have formed the habit of 
drawing arbitrary conclusions and issuing commends blindly. Furthermore, 
the policy of using the villages to surround the cities, which was a 
correct one during the war, became the basis of the narrow-mindedness of 
the agrarian class to boycott the intellectuals after the war. Many people 
were proud of being illiterate and uneducated, or felt glorified in being 
a layman. This psychologically created a kind of intellectual-phobia which, 
when the right moment came, would form a current of persecution against 
intellectuals. The Hungarian Incident occurred in 1956, and as an immediate 
reaction, we committed the serious error of 1957. (According to either 
Marxist classic doctrines or the law that thinking is not a crime, the 
antirightist movement was basically wrong. Was it not true that the 
rightists were incriminated only because of what they had said? No matter 
whether or not the rightists had made wrong statements, it is wrong to 
incriminate people only because of what they had said.) Marxism is itself 
an academic subject and a science. Then how can anyone possibly imagine a 
Marxist science being associated with intellectual-phobia? According to 
the line of party building, there was always the idea that intellectuals 
could not be reformed. Thus only stupid people were admitted to the party, 
and, after the party switched from a war to a construction footing, it 
became helpless. The basic cause of this situation is that when our party 
had changed from an organization of faith to an orgaization of war, it 
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abandoned faith (because fighting heroes are not necessary genuine communist 
party members) and forgot the party's scientific nature. A leader directing 
military operations requires much less skill than he would in directing 
economic cqnstruction, because, in the former case, there are two opposing 
parties, so all he needs is the ability to fight. The latter is more 
complicated. Guan Yu, Zhang Fei and Zhao Yun could not replace Zhuge Liang 
for the same reason. There is no lack of talents for the top level party 
leadership. However, beginning from the second level, there are only 

people like Guan Yu, Zhang Fei and Zhao Yun, who could hardly do anything 
useful once they had left the battlefield. For a long time, people like 
Kuan Yu, Shang Fei and Zhao Yuan have been used to play the role of Zhuge 
Liang. For this reason, it is imperative that they should take a hostile 
attitude toward people of talents! 


The low level of productive forces in China and the poverty of material 
life in China have a decisive effect on her cultural backwardness. When 
the entire nation was backward, the inception of the CCP could not be 
possibly postponed until such time as the entire national population became 
intellectuals. This again had a decisive effect on the inability of the 
party to break through the Chinese cultural limitations in the choice of 
its members. In fact, the overwhelming majority of its members were stupid 
and ignorant. Although they were intellectually unfit for this branch of 
science, they became leaders in the same branch nevertheless. Communist 
party members who did not actually understand communism have become the 
majority in China. As Comrade Mao Zedong said, not many of our party members 
understood Marxism-Leninism. But what has happened since Comrade Mao 
Zedong made these remarks. We do not know because nobody has said anything 
further about it. If a party does not really understand Marxism, how can 
it lead the people in striving for Marxism-Leninism? It does not under- 
stand Marxism and yet tries to criticize revisionism. Isn't this ridic- 
ulous? If you do not know Marxism-Leninism yourself, how can you tell 

that other people are upholding revisionism? Since those who really know 
Marxism-Leninism were in the academic circle instead of positions of 
leadership, it means that Zhuge Liang had to be placed under the command 

of Zhang Fei to serve as an adviser, while those who knew nothing about 
Marxism-Leninism could, with their patriarchal and wariord styles of work, 
arbitrarily replace Marxism-Leninism with the old wares of rank systen., 
Those advisers who really knew Marxism-Leninism could not decide whether 
they should laugh or cry, but still had to help them with some finishing 
touches. Since, after its inception, our party became an armed group 
instead of a group of faith, it had to suffer some serious setbacks before 
it could learn its lesson. As we understand, any kind of knowledge is 
first perceptual and then rational. Many truths have been repeatedly 
identified and proved by our predecessors. We have to learn from books or 
through some other forms of learning before such knowledge can be our own. 
lhis was how Marx took over the rational scientific heritage wholesale 

from the capitalist scholars. We should take the same approach in learning 
Marxism. We must learn as much as we can directly from the works of these 
scholars and thus eliminate the stage of perceptual knowledge. But this 

is impracticable in Chinese objective environments. The majority of party 
members in China are actually not rational Marxist disciples. They have 
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conscientiously studied Marxism-Leninism and are still quite naive in 
ideology. We can even say that they do not know the most rudimentary 
philosophy and that they learn Marxism-Leninism only because of some blind 
impulse. Instead of a strictly scientific criterion, they only depend on 
their emotional imagination in learning the sacred science of Marxism. An 
ordinary setback is not enough to wake up, or to save these blind sentiment- 
alists; they must have to experience repeated failures before they would 
admit defeat or confess their own ignorance. 


Under the guidance of the above mentioned ideology, loopholes and defects 
in the present system is simply unavoidable. 


1. The influence of Soviet policies has penetrated deep into China's 
marrow of bones. 


We must not ignore Soviet influence on China simply because it is now our 
number one enemy in the world. As the first Marxist-Leninist political 
party in the world, it inevitably produced some influence or the CCP. 

From the day it first learned to draw something on a plain white sheet, 

the CCP had already followed Stalin's example, as shown by the forms and 
contents of education as well as the textbooks on philosophy and ideology 
which followed the Russian pattern. Furthermore, the form of enterprise 
operation and the structure of social relations were all mechanically 
copied from the Soviet Union. Most Chinese officials and technicians 

were directly trained in the Soviet Union. All these formed a material 
base which in theory produced long lasting effects. After the deterioration 
of Sino-Soviet relations, people could only follow the official shift in 
the sphere of ideology, even blindly, but the basic substance which forms 

a person's concept has not changed at all. While desperately opposing the 
Soviet Union, the people have been basically and unconsciously taking the 
Soviet road. Even today, when the universities have resumed classes, the 
lectures still have to follow the Soviet pattern. Even the way for our 
self-study is copied from the Soviet Union. The overbearing work style of 
Stalin too did not fail to leave its imprint on our bureaucracy. Tito 
admitted that from the end of the War to 1950, the interferences from 
Stalin resulted in a form of socialism characterized by administrative 
commandism or concentration of powers on the state. Comrade Tito is smarter 
than we are simply because he knew how to find his way home after losing 
his way. Although the split between us and the Soviet Union took place in 
the late 1950's, we have still not essentially discovered where we erred. 
Instead of shaking off the Soviet mental shackles, we have used the Soviet 
style in opposing the Soviet Union. In fact, what we did was the same as 
that of the Seviet Union. It is not until today that the central committee 
begins to show some signs of doing what Yugoslavia did in 1950. How should 
the term “revisionism” be interpreted? This interpretation has not been 
decided in our country. Because we do not know what revisionism is, we 
usually mistook genuine classical Marxism as revisionism and oppose it 
accordingly. Our mistakes in opposing Yugoslavia sufficiently indicated 
that we were wrong in many respects. The Yugoslavian Communist Party's 
expulsion and later reacceptance by Stalin, and the change of relations 














between thé CCP and Yugoslavia have proved that we did formulate our 
policies according to the Marxist criterion. Revisionism or nonrevisionism 
is only a matter of reflection of the leaders’ wills. China opposes the 
Soviet Union mainly because of some Slind impuisSe. Blindly opposing and 
blindly following are essentially the same. Our country is still taking 
the Soviet road as it did before. It is not Yugoslavia's road and far less 
an improved road. It is a Soviet road of a very poor type. 


2. The "Unified domain" nature of Socialism. 


Marx asserted that socialism could only take place in an industrially 
advanced country like England. Yet it happened that it was a backward 
Russia that succeeded in establishing socialism. This point has been 
distorted by many people, and now should be the tine te have this matter 
reevaluated. Socialism is a product of capitalism instead of feudalism. 
People of the later ages offered many explanations of this Marxist theory 
in the light of subsequent facts, but we can no longer rationalize the 
argument that Marx, when alive, could not possibly know what would happen 
later, because socialist countries in the world are backward ones with a 
feudal background. This does not mean that Marx made a misstatement but 
rather that people have wrongly interpreted socialism. In fact, people have 
only learned the term “unified domain." In a feudal country, the people's 
ignorance and their indifference to democracy suited the "unified domain" 
mentality of socialism. Please think for a while: Besides the public 
ownership of the means of production, is there any convincing difference 
between the people's present spiritual outlook and the social relations 

on the one hand and the features of feudalism on the other? Why could not 
socialism win victory in an advanced England (or any advanced country) 
instead of only in backward Russia (in fact all backward countries)? This 
is mainly because the word "scientific" was deleted from the term scientific 
socialism, leaving only a “unified domain" mentality which is in reality 
absolutism in the system of feudal ranks. 


"Unified domain" naturally displaces democracy and science. Materialists 
have now become unmaterialistic, because matter is taken out of a substance 
to be used in a materialist theory to support some form of social existence. 
The materialistic essence is thus lost. If materialism is not founded on 
matters, there certainly caiinot be any materialistic essence. Human 
beings, as material objects, cannot live up to 10,000 years. If “he 
materialist ideology is taken out of a material human being, it would be 
sheer nonsense for him to talk about materialism. The exponents of the 
unity of opposites in contradictions are most afraid of the existence of 
opposites. They do not realize that without opposites, there would be no 
existence. A magnet has two poles, positive and negative. Can anyone 
split it up so that only one pole is left? As long as its basic structure 
remains, there will be both positive and negative. A large sphere is 
divided into east and west, north and south. Regardless of how you will 
unify them, the components of east, west, north and south still remains. 
Gold can be pressed into such a thin film that 100,000 layers of them can 
measure only 1 inch. Yet it has two opposite sides. Of course, social 





99 














sciences can be no exception. There must be open and acute opposties 
before there can be unity and stability of a high order. No political 
party can be highly unified and united, because it is not a form of matter. 
It is made up of living human beings, or common and ordinary people. The 
party itself has neither shape nor shadow. Its vitality comes from people 
and people mean contradictions and opposites. All communist parties in 
power in the world have committed the mistake of trying to be unified, 

that is, the mistake of keeping the communist party in a state of solid 
unification, unity and stability, although in fact, this is only an outward 
appearance with many contradictions, struggles and instability behind the 
facade. The outward unity of all communist countries cannot be as united 
as a basic molecule. Although the socialist tower looks stable, its every 
brick and stone are cracked. Conversely, behind the open contradictions 

of capitalist countries, there is the solid stability of abasic molecule. 
A comparison of China in the past 30 years with Japan and Taiwan in the 
same period will prove this point. The same proof can be found by comparing 
North Korea with South Korea in the same 30 years. Contradictions exist 

in all things; without contradictions, nothing can exist. How can a party 
formed according to a solidly unified, united and concentrated will, manage 
to exist? Unification, unity and concentration are but a guiding thought. 
No matter how much effort is expended, they cannot be achieved. 


Inside a political party, there are complex contradictions, and the political 
party relies on a balance between the opposing sides of contradiction as a 
means of existence. In the CCP's unification, unity and concentration, 

there are actually numerous contradictions, because inside the party, there 
are different groups and it is through a semblance of equilibrium among 

these groups that the state can somehow manage to survive. 


When there are two equally matched political parties in a state, this state 
is full of vitality. Why was the work style of our party before liberation 
so outstanding and why did the party particularly love the people? The 
reason is that the Guomindang was thena powerful political power which 
coexisted with the CCP. Thus the CCP had to win greater popularity among 
the people in a bid to enlist their support. Here people had a choice and 
some leeway, and this leeway compelled both contradictory sides to do 
better! The existence of two or more political groups in a country, would 
at first sight violate the spirit of unification. In fact, however, the 
equilibrium thus created should promote real unity. The game of tug-of-war 
is an apt illustration, because both sides have to exert their efforts and 
the rope maintains the equilibrum. If only one side uses effort, the game 
cannot even get started. Also any side failing to exert its efforts will 
lose the game. A weighing scale too must have weights on both sides, or it 
is useless! 


Practice has continued to show people that the unified domain system has 
no future and must eventually fail! If we have to get something we do not 
have, our subsequent possession of it shows our success. If we have 
already had that thing, the speed at which it is to be put to use will 
determine our success or failure. In the past 30 years, we have had no 
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success to speak cf. Instead, it has been a record of failures, because, 
fireat, (lhe state could not adequately feed and clothe the people; secondly, 
because it failed to reach its anticipated goal; and thirdly, its speed of 
development is lower than that of other nations of equal standing. These 
facts have prompted advanced Chinese people to look for a socialist struc- 
ture in which contradictory opposites are not concealed--a multi-party 
system of socialist republic. This is not a matter of right or wrong, but 
an irresistible historical trend. 


Why? The figst problem to be solved is to find out what is the purjose 
of a superior social system. 


Do people form a social system to serve the people or the abstract concept 
of a social.system? 


Should Marxism serve mankind or should mankind serve Marxism? 


Even these simple questions--so simple indeed that there cannot be any 
simpler ones--have so far not been correctly answered. Take, for instance, 
the slogan “Everything for the proletariat." Does it mean that Marx 
originally intended to use his doctrines to promote people's happiness or 
that he only wanted people to follow his doctrines? The objective of all 
conscious activities is to enjoy greater happiness, and only the dictator- 
ship of the proletariat can insure this. This dictatorship is an abstract 
concept which itself cannot feel what is suffering or happiness. Then how 
can we leave out the core of people's social activities and insist that 
people must submit to the dictatorship of the proletariat? If people only 
work for an abstract concept of dictatorship instead of a better living, 
then what is the value of their existence? It was only this erroneous 
doctrine that has created confusion in practice. Thus in embodying the 
dictatorship of the proletariat, some people had to kill an unsubmissive 
communist party member Zhang Zhixin. Here the people who wielded the tool 
of dictatorship did not understand that people have to live for themselves 
(mankind) instead of an empty phraseology, and in insisting that all people 
must submit to this empty concept, they rather killed innocent people than 
violate the erroneous doctrines. I now ask the comrades to think seriously 
that after the death of Zhang Zhixin, can the so-called “dictatorship of 
ihe proletariat" feel anything at all? Can those self-styled representatives 
of proletarian dictatorship gain anything from Zhang Zhixin's death? Or 
would they lose anything at all if Zhang Zhixin remains alive. All these 
are impossible, because nobody can imagine how Zhang Zhixin's death would 
provide anything of tangible value to the dictatorship of the proletariat; 
\obody could see how her death could bring people any real benefit; and 
wobody can be sure why Zhang Zhixin's death was necessary. Thus, inspired 
xy the slogan “everything for the dictatorship of the proletariat," these 
20ple killed their sister, or one of their own kind--"for the dictatorship." 
‘hac an absurd idea this is! The “state machinery" has never been realiy 
‘necessary"™! 
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We know that all human beings were created equal, and that they are 

entitled to the same rights. However, under the “unified domain" systen, 
these rights can never be obtained. For a long time, we had no law in our 
country, and the crimes committed by the so-called administrators of laws 
can hardly be worse. Today, we charged everything to the lack of a sound 
legal system, but this charge is not on firm ground. Now that new laws 

have been formulated, many people still commit crimes. (In Harbin, a 
policeman killed some one: and in Wuhan, two policemen shot people to death. 
These are proofs.) Law itself is inanimate, and cannot by itself insure 

that the public servants of society will observe laws. No matter how 
scientific and how just laws may be, they cannot produce the desired 

effects by themselves. Laws can play their intended role when they are in 
the hands of just people. Under the “unified domain" system, because the 
social structure consists of only one party which monopolize all the 
authorities, neither observance of law nor working for private gains in the 
name of public interests can be subject to supervision by any well matched 
authority. People have lost their sense of support. No matter whether the 
public servants of society oppress or protect the masters of society, the 
latter can only turn to one party, because there is no other source of 
reliable support. The so-called power of supervision is practically non- 
existent. Under the domination of only one social force, people can never 
have the supervisory right, and laws can only remain on paper; because 

when there is no fulcrum, what can a lever do? Under a “unified domain" 
system, no matter how much effort has been expended by its leader and no 
matter how many articles of lawhave beenwritten, discipline is useless. The rea- 
son is that under the systemof exclusive control by a single party, both man and 
authority are merged into a single entity; and in due course of time, man will sub- 
stitute for law as an inevitable result. InChina, what stands above the society is 
not certain type of abstract elements, but the material objects of men. Anyone who 
has an opportunity to become the society's public servant will be raised by the 
authority in their hands to a level above the society. Social order, which should 
rely on Law for protection, has actually to rely on people. A lever can produce the 
desired effects only waen there is a fulcrum; similarly ina society, there should 
be at least two opposing forces before the people's right can be insured 

and the progress of society accomplished. 


Marxist classics have many times mentioned that the tools of a state is to 
keep a society in good order. But what kind of order is ours being kept in? 
And how can it be called any order at alli? Clearly, it is a society of ranks 
in which oppression is carried out rank by rank. Please read REMNIN RIBAO's 
report on the special privileges of cadres. The son of the public security 
bureau chief, concurrently a standing committee member of Qingdao Municipal 
Party Committee, could, in broad daylight and under public gaze, clap the 
table and said: “If you arrest me today, I will get out tomorrow." in fact, 
this young blood had committed many crimes ranging from stealing to swindling 
and rape, and been arrested many times. Since his father was a big man, he 
was simply “educated” and set free every time. Then how can there be any law 
to speak of? In our country. even the phrase “very serious” is not adequate 
in describing the consequences of special privileges which have now become 


102 








an instinct of government officials and from which Chinese people cannot 
escape in daily life. For a long time, the so-called “dictatorship of 

the proletariat" has kept our society in such a state, and the situation 

is setting worse everyday. Things have now reached such a stage that the 
party leaders can no ionger deny it as proved by the struggle now going on 
against special privileges. On first hearing of the denounciation of 
special privileges, the party leaders would as a rule feel that this was 
only because the people did not like them and would, naturally, call it 
antiparty. Today, they cannot help but consider the question of opposing 
special privileges. The enlightened elements in the party are now consider- 
ing some punitive action through laws against those abusing special privileges. 
Yet these well-intentioned people do not know that even up to now, the whole 
set of policies are inadequate to cope with special privileges created by 
human instinéts. The party itself no longer exists for a faith, but for 
benefits instead. Therefore, it can show only the nature of masters instead 
of that of the public servants. It has placed itself and the society in the 
midst of a conflict and is helpless in preventing its own degeneration. Only 
the existence of some well matched social force can compe) it to conscien- 
tiously reform itself. The law of the unity of contradictions has decided 
this point. Today, even party journals and party documents show strong 

bias toward special privileges. For example, in some anti-special-privilege 
articles, it is said that because the leading cadres won merits during the 
revolution, they should deserve some consideration, and so forth. Can it 

be claimed that these people participated in the revolution only for some 
consideration today? In fighting foreign devils, were they motivated by : 
patriotism or the desire for some consideration in later years? Did Marx 
mention any consideration in the "Manifesto of the Communist Party"? 

History itself is a branch of science, and people in leading positions at 
various levels of the state are scientists in this field. Can atom bombs 
and satellites be created out of consideration? "To each according to his 
work" is also a branch of science. Therefore, consideration is anti-science! 


The “unified domain” mentality of socialism inevitably produces another 
defect--the “lifetime” system. At present, the “iron rice bowl" is being 
criticized; but who has given any thought to the origin of iron rice bowls? 
The origin lies in the lifetime system of socialist officials. What is 
wood about the lifetime system? Not at all. It is the outcome of some 
irrational action motivated by vainglory and also the cause of rank 
differentiation in China. A person is placed in a leading position not 
because of his ability or morality but because of his origina’ status. Even 
though he is gravely ill and will die tomorrow, he woul not hand over his 
office to anyone before he actually dies. Then what be. fit can there be 
to the country and to himself? 


Some loopholes and defects exist in the infantile stage of socialism. For 
example, if a person is suffering from hepititis and his health is not 
strong enough to overcome the inflammation, the inflammation will spread to 
become a real threat. Many defects exist in the socialist system of China. 
If the party does not eliminate these defects through its own strength, then 
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these defects will certainly endanger the party. Lin Biao and the "gang 
of four" were the natural outcome of these socialist defects which could 
not be eliminated. On the contrary, they even turned around to aggravate 
the defects until they brought the party to the brink of collapse. 


Besides the two main causes mentioned above, there is still the question 
of limitations of the age. 


In our age, the most prominent feature « the "May 4" Movement which pcunded 
at the old traditions and culture anc i» established a new cultural 
system. From the 1930's to today, Chiwevs pimple have all along lived in a 
period of explorations into new culture, m=’ customs and new morality. This 
is an age of conflict between the new and the old ideologies. Various 
schwols of culture have vied with each other in an effort to win over the 
audience. However, feudal culture, although badly battered, is still 
stubbornly holding its ground, while democratic culture, just sprouting 
after its initial victory, were not as strongly entrenched as feudal culture 
is. These two cultures are still having repeated trials of strength. It 
was under these objective conditions that the proletarian culture emerged 

in China. These three cultures are now locked in a battle of unprecedented 
intensity. They repeatedly coalesced and then repelled one another. Under 
the converging attacks from the feudal and proletarian cultures, democratic 
culture has withered away, while proletarian culture has been remolded by 
feudal culture. Thus Chinese culture has acquired the essence of feudal 
culture with, however, a mantle of proletarian culture. This is ‘he 
spiritual feature of socialism in transition. 


Another special feature of our age is that more than 95 percent of our 
population have not received education, and there are even illiterates and 
those who cannot distinguish between the kindly and the cruel, the beautiful 
and the ugly, and the good and the bad, and who have not yet crossed the 
threshold of civilization. When some one sells dogmeat as mutton, people 
cannot see the difference. Worse still, they even attempt to persecute 
anyone trying to make sure what it is. 


Another special feature of our age is the backwardness of productive forces. 
This active element has not yet found a suitable form of superstructure. 

The level of the productive forces is not even up to that of a civilized 

age. Nor can it actively broaden people's vision so that they can see things 
from a scientific point of view, and deal with or analyze social problems 
accordingly. Backward productive forces cannot produce much material 

wealth and people's capacity for knowledge is usually limited by the material 
world. When the material world cannot provide any condition for peaple's 
forward leap, people can only continue to live in darkness. 


From the above, we can draw the following conclusions: 
1. The “gang of four" are a natural outcome of Chinese history, and the 


lack of thoroughness of the Chinese democratic revolution sowed the seeds 
of an unprecedented autocracy in the 1970's. 
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2. The “gang of four" were the result of the discrepancy between the 
superstructure and the economic base. 


3. We cannot, and should not, look for the roots of the “gang of four" 
from the “gang of four" group; and che "gang of four's"™ disruption to 
China's nattonal econom; cannot deny the fact that they themselves were 
the product’ of Chinese economy. 


4. From the day of its inception, the CCP have been incessantly remolded 
by feudal culture. After it came to power, the features of a feudal 
system irresistibly asserted themselves. The CCP's organization line 
decided the inevituble emergence of the “gang of four." 


5. The “gang of four" were not the representatives of the bourgeoisie 
in the party. They represented teudalism. 


6. Bourgeois democracy has never appeared in China, so there has not been 
any Chinese bourgeois democracy for criticisn. 


7. China should make up its missed lesson on democratic revolution. From 
1957 to now, all the struggles in China have been between those who advocate 
and those who oppose making up this missed iesson. 


8. A unified domain is against the laws of the unity of opposites in 
const radications, and the key to China's rejuvenation lies in its ability 
to wake up fron the dream of a unified domain systen. 


9. The ideological conditions of the "gang of four” is the most concentrated 
expression of Chinese quintessence, which has been up to now the basic 
ideological system in China. The vast majority of Chines: people have the 
desire to become the "gang of four" but do not have the cpportunity to do 

so. Therefore, their criticism of the "gang cf four" should be quickly 
changed to self-criticism. 


10. The most important point of the theory of class struggle is its 
scientific charcter and then the character of struggle. 


ll. The road out for China lies in “self reflection.” This kind of self- 
reflection should begin from top to bottom, or from the top leaders to the 
cadres at the grassroot level. Without the leaders’ seif-reflection, there 
can be no emancipation of the mind on a large scale, or any large-scale 
development of productive foresee. Then .he modernization will be futile. 


12. All cemmon people of China should also carry out self-reflection--Why 
do we belittle ourselves’? Why should be Sully our own kind? 


The night of 20 August 1979 
END 


Pestscript: This article was written on the basis of my own feelings and 
may be wrong in many respects. The readers are requested to point out and 
correct them, or start a discussion. If there is any serious commentary, 
this journal will publish it. We welcome discussion and comments. 


The Author 
41) 
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BEIJING UNOFFICIAL JOURNAL DISCUSSES MARTYR ZHANG, PERSONALITY CULT 
HK230107 Beijing ZHI CHUN in Chinese No 8, 28 Sep 79 pp 10-11 HK 


[Editor's note: "Zhang Zhixin [1728 1807 2450]--A Vanguard Against 
the Personality Cult"] 


[Text] In the past few months, the official newspapers and periodicals 
have issued a great amount of propaganda and reports about the deeds of 
the martyr Zhang Zhixin and played a great role in educating party men- 
bers and the masses to smash the spiritual shackles of the leftwing 
political line. The achievements are obvious to all. Unfortunately, 
the official newspapers and periodicals did not have enough courage to 
show off the true heroic features of martyr Zhang Zhixin intact. The 
martyr image they portrayed had a rough and slipshod appearance. In 
this issue, we have organized a few poems and articles about martyr 
Zhang Zhixin and hope we can remedy to some extent the defects of the 
official press. 
Ever since the “gang of four" was smashed, our press has been vague 
about the mistakes of the party and state leaders. It has also been 
confusing one thing with another and perpetrating a fraud. This is 
even more obvious in its reports about the deeds of the heroes against 
Lin Biao and the “gang of four." 


Under the pen of some writers, our heroes had a penetrating look into 
the reactionary nature of Lin Biao and the "gang of four" and a 

thorough exposure of it. In the meantime, they unswervingly believed 
and worshipped Comrade Mao Zedong. Such people do not exist in real 
life. Should there be one or two, they would not be worth imitating. 


Lin Biao and the “gang ot four" were really the incarnation of the 
darkness and ugliness in contemporary China. However, with their polit- 
ical influence before the Cultural Revolution alone, they were unable 

to set off such a turbulence which ravaged a bright China. They were 
the forerunners of a reactionary trend in Chinese history. The forming 
of this trend itself had its ever more profound sccial, historical and 
ideological origins. Our party is responsible for it. The veteran 
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cadres who were deposed or persecuted to death during the Cultural Revolu- 
tion alsg have their own share of responsibility. As the party leader, 
Comrade Mao Zedong had even more direct and unshirkable respcusibility. 
Deviating from the correct appraisal of Comrade Mao Zedong, we are abso- 
lutely unable to gain an insight into Lin Biao and the “gang of four" as 
well as the cause and effect ot their crimes and their hypocritical 
reactionary nature. Martyr Zhang Zhixin was great and worth respecting 
because she was more farsighted than others. Many people would not throw 
any doubt upon the mistakes of Comrade Mao Zedong until Lin Biao and the 
“gang of four" brought our country to the brink of ruin. However, by 
summing up the experiences of the 17 years before and the 3 years during 
the Cultural Revolution according to the viewpoint of taking practice as 
the sole criterion for testing truth, martyr Zhang Zhixin as long as i0 
years ago got to know the inner link between the mistakes of Comrade Mao 
Zedong and the crimes of Lin Biao and the “gang of four." Moreover, 
frankness, straightforwardness and the spirit of criticism without fear 
were the outstanding virtues of martyr Zhang Zhixin. When the religious 
fanaticism of the personality cult was at its height, when people were 
under white terrorism and risked having their entire families killed if 
anybody spoke insolently to the leader and his relatives and during those 
dark days during which many of the members of the Central Committee and 
the Politburo preferred to help villains do evil to maintain their ow 
positions, Zhang Zhixin, as an ordinary female party member filled with 
ardor and sincerity for the party and the people and with her love for 
Comrade Mao Zedong, criticized the leader according to the stipulations 
of the party constitution and spoke the truth. This completely demon- 
strated the heroic features of Zhang Zhixin who held up the banner of 
opposing the personality cult and wouid rather have died in glory than 
have lived in dishonor before a despotic power. How precious was this 
spirit of hers! If our party cadres and party members had had such keen 
insight and spirit of fearlessness as martyr Zhang Zhixin did, we would 
not have suffered 10 years of great calamity, and the mistakes of Com- 
rade Mao Zedong would not have become so regrettably grave. What has 
passed is irredeemable. However, we must prevent the repetition of this 
historical tragedy. 


We must seriously learn the lofty virtue of martyr Zhang Zhixin. We 
must particularly learn the bitter lesson of a daughter of the party 
being killed by the butcher's knife of the party itself. Starting 
from this point, we must make a general summary and self-examination of 
the path our country followed in the past 30 years. 


cso: 4005 
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BEIJING UNOFFICIAL JOURNAL REPORTS ON ZHANG ZHIXIN'S MARTYRDOM 
Beijing ZHI CHUN in Chinese No 8, 28 Sep 79 pp 12-19 HK 


[Article by Shi Ming [1060 6702]: "The People's Good Daughter: What 
Happened Before and After Zhang Zhixin's Death as a Martyr"] 


[Text] On the afternoon of 24 September 1969 the iron gate of the lockup 
for prisoners awaiting trial of the Liaoning Province's Public Security 
Bureau, which is situated in Panshan [2710 2277] opened once again. A 
handcuffed middle-aged woman with fine features and an impressive 
presence was roughly pushed off the prisoner's van by policemen, and 
escorted into the courtroom. 


The prisoner's identity book described this new prisoner as follows: 
Zhang Zhixin [1123 4033 0292], female, aged 39, ... secretary in charge 
of the Literature and Art Division of Liaoning Province's Propaganda 
Department, ... active counterrevolutionary criminal.... 


The trial began. However, Zhang Zhixin, the "active counterrevolu- 
tionary criminal," appeared before those who judged as a defendant of 
the truth. 


With an attitude showing a boundless sense of responsibility toward 
the future and the destiny of the party and the country, Zhang Zhixin 
rightly raised criticisms about Chairman Mao's grave mistakes in con- 
nection with a series of issues concerning the line, the guiding prin- 
ciples and policies since 1957. 


With a communist's integrity and frankness, she clearly stated her own 
opinions on the words and deeds of Lin Biao and Jiang Qing. 


She enthusiastically praised the immortal deeds of Liu Shaoqi and other 
comrades in China's revolution. 


She coolly presented her own views on some questions arising from the 
Great Cultural Revolution. 
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Below is a summary of her standpoint and views. 


I. About’ Chairman Mao 
3, 
Zhang Zhixin commented: "Since the birth of the CCP and during the 
various historical stages, Chairman Mao upheld the correct line. 
Chairman*Mao's magnificent contributions to our party's historical 
development are not to be denied. But I think Chairman Mao also made 
mistakes during the socialist revolution and socialist construction. 
Especially, from the time of the Great Leap Forward, during the social- 
ist revolution and socialist construction, he has failed to observe 
objective laws, and on certain issues he surpassed the objective 
limitations and possibilities, bringing about problems, drawbacks and 
errors in revolution and construction.” 


"To state my views more explicitly, I believe Chairman Mao has, during 
the present historical stage, made mistakes in the line, which are of a 
"leftist' deviation nature." 


II. About Lin Biao and Jiang Qing 


Zhang Zhixin said: “According to Lin Biao, one word by Chairman Mao 
is equivalent to a thousand and Chairman Mao's instructions, be they 
understandable or not, must be carried out. This sort of situation 

cannot last long. If things go on like this, the situation will be 

dreadful to contemplate." 


"In concrete terms, I believe Vice Chairman Lin is the chief figure 
enhancing the development of Chairman Mao's ‘leftist' deviationist 
line in this historical stage. He is the chief obstacle to a timely 
correction of the ‘leftist’ deviationist error." 


Zhang Zhixin remarked: "Why can't we raise a few complaints against 
Jiang Qing? Why such suppression ... what has Jiang Qing done, when 
we look back into history? Has her personal history been examined?” 


"Why can't anything wrong about Jiang Qing be exposed: The central 
cultural revolution group can expose it too!" 


III. About Liu Shaoqi and Peng Dehuai 


Zhang Zhixin said: "As to the question of Liu Shaoqi being a renegade, 
is it in conformity with party rules and regulations for the central 
cultural revolution group to make conclusions and for certain people 
to make resolutions?" 


"I feel that on the question of the two-line struggle, Liu Shaoqi made 
mistakes in history, but since 1958 Liu Shaoqi hasn't made any gross 


errors. His arguments and propositions are scientific and I agree with 
them." 
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Zhang Zhixin added: "With regard to the party's discipline, I think it 
should have been permissible for Peng Dehuai to submit the 10,000- 
characters long dissertation. It should have been permissible to voice 
opinions to the party." 


IV. About the Great Cultural Revolution 


Zhang Zhixin commented: "So numerous are the people overthrown, and so 
large is the proportion of problem personalities among the party Central 
Committee members and Politburo members, that I am rather worried about 
our country's destiny and future." 


"I wonder whether some of the ways of doing things during the Great 
Cultural Revolution are an indispensable necessity? Can the overthrow- 
ing of so many people all be attributed to the two-line struggle? 
Haven't the incidences of blows been too wide?" 


“Not all of those overthrown are necessarily against Chairman Mao. Maybe 
there are some reasons behind this." 


"The current two-line struggle in the Great Cultural Revolution ranges 
from within the party to the outside, and involves every domain and link 
in the socialist economic base and superstructure. The harm that has 
been done is serious. It has destroyed the party's solidarity and the 
nation's unity. It has confused two different kinds of contradictions, 
weakened the party leadership and affected the normal progress of the 
enterprise of socialist revolution and construction." 


Previous records revealed the following. 
11 August 1969. Evening. Criticism and Denunciation Gathering 


Zhang Zhixin said: "What am I guilty of! I suppose it is permissible 
for a communist to think about some questions? Doesn't the new party 
constitution stipulate that orders and rules must be obeyed but reserva- 
tions in thinking is allowed? I admit my questions have all arisen of 
my own accord but I am really worried about the future of the party, our 
motherland and our nation. I am not an active counterrevolutionary." 


17 August 1969. Criticism and Denunciation Gathering 
Zhang Zhixin said: "I am more and more convinced that I am not wrong. 
I feel my views on the Great Cultural Revolution are not erroneous. 


I disagree that my thoughts are wrong." 


After a criticism-denunciation meeting held in the cadre school, Zhang 
added at the end of an "examination" she was forced to write: 
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"...I can only compel myself not to think any more. Trust the party and 
government completely, hand over everything to the party, treat myself 
as an ‘object,’ a body without life nor soul, and let the party give it 
a new life and a new soul!" 


"What kind of person will I be remolded into? Probably a ‘human being’ 
with only a human form, with unknown characteristics and without the 
original life, thoughts and emotions ... no longer the once existing 
Zhang Zhixin. Although formally no death sentence has been passed, I 
am alr dead. How horrible it is! In reality I have been stripped 
of the ‘citizenship’ of the human world, becoming a mere human form.” 


Thus, at the criticism-denunciation meetings and on all written mate- 
rials, Zhang always appeared as a champion. Her words are still capti- 
vating, provoke deep thinking, and ring loud and long in one's ears... 


Several months later, thanks to the exposure by Zhang's “good friend" 
Yan Xiujuan [7710 2022 4642], thanks to Zhang's declarations and exposi- 
tions, permitted in criticism-denunciation gatherings large and small, 
thanks to written records of her speeches during and after such gather- 
ings and thanks to fabricated words against the army added by Zhong 
Weixiang [2520 2425 3825] who compiled the records, the woman communist 
Zhang Zhixin was thrown into prison as a "diehard active counterrevolu- 
tionary insisting on her counterrevolutionary stand." Zhang Zhixin 

who "viciously attacked Chairman Mao" and "slandered the dictatorship 
of the proletariat and socialist system, opposed and sabotaged the Great 
Cultural Revolution of the proletariat and worked to reverse the verdict 
on Liu Shaogi and Peng Dehuai." 





After the first trial, Zhang wrote about the emotions welling up in her 
heart: "...taking my own road, letting others talk about it! If you 
want revolution, you must be strong. This is a communist's manifesto." 


The manifesto was not an arrow without a target. 

Chen Xilian and Mao Yuanxin told the chief person in charge of the 
Liaoning Revolutionary Committee: "Since the 8.28 order was issued, 

few have opposed us openly. This kind of people must be dealt with." 

So, the provincial people's security group and the provincial cadre 
school (at that time all the Propaganda Bureau cadres had been trans- 
ferred to the cadre school) called a meeting on 24 September 1969 and 
apprehended Zhang on the charge of "being an active counterrevolutionary." 


On 24 August 1970, after the presiding judge had been changed three 
times, Zhang Zhixin was sentenced to life imprisonment. 


On 26 October 1970 Zhang was transferred to the Shenyang Women's Prison. 
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It was a model women's prison, open to the outside and allowing people 
to visit. However, despite its meticulously designed outward appearance, 
inside it was bDloody fascist dictatorship. 


Here, the fettering instruments, whose use was limited by official 
stipulations, became abused instruments for torture. Zhang had to wear 
small handcuffs tightly squeezing her wrists and shackles weighing 18 
jin. She was shut up in the "small cell," a tiny cell for convicts 
awaiting execution, which was even worse than a coffin, for a record- 
breaking period in the prison's history of "1 year, 6 months and 26 
days." By comparison, the much too frequent beating and kicking, 10 
consecutive days of standing facing the wall, bending with her chest 
pressed against her knees, as well as having her hair grabbed and 
pulled, were not worth mentioning. 


Here, the totalitarian rulers wanted Zhang Zhixin to yield under indefi- 
nite imprisonment, cruel torture and heavy toils, but all these were 
futile. 


The torture only strengthened Zhang Zhixin's stand. The many pages of 
records, annotated “refusing to sign her name because she was not 
allowed to read these records,” though actually null and void, were 
later used as a valid basis for trial and judgment. However, the fact 
that they were null and void actually showed Zhang's uprightness and 
the authoritarian rulers’ cunning wickedness. 


Because of the innocent Zhang Zhixin's "refusal to admit guilt" and 
“obstinately sticking to a reactionary stand," she was finally declared 
a “diehard active counterrevolutionary."” On 24 December 1973, at an 
enlarged meeting of the Standing Committee of the prison's party com- 
mittee, it was resolved after discussions that she would be delivered 
to the court and punished with the death sentence. This resolution was 
heard by the Shenyang municipal court, discussed and passed by the 
Shenyang party committee, reviewed by the provincial court and reported 
to the provincial party committee for examination and approval. 


On 26 February 1975, Mao Yuanxin commented at the Standing Committee 
meeting of the provincial party committee: "She's still quite reac- 
tionary after being sentenced to life imprisonment. I see she's die- 
hard." "She's so arrogant while serving the sentence, going on with 
her counterrevolutionary activities. If she lives 1 more day she'll 
have 1 more day to engage in counterrevolutionary activities. Take her 
life and end it all." At last all unanimously resolved to sentence her 
to death without appeal. 


March 1975. Zhang Zhixin remarked after reading Zhang Chunqiao's 
article "On Complete Dictatorship Against the Bourgeoisie": 
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“How can it be dictatorship against the bourgeoisie; it is nothing but 
a dictatotship over the proletariat." 


Then, she“trossed out the word "bourgeoisie" on the booklet and replaced 
it with “proletariat.” 


Meanwhilé, she did not know the publication of the “two dissertations" 
by Zhang Chungiao and Yao Wenyuan was the “gang of four's" mobilization 
order for “complete dictatorship" over the proletariat. The Liaoning 
provincial party committee headed by Mao Yuanxin issued an order to all 
organs of dictatorship and related departments to conscientiously 
examine whether there were people who had degenerated from red little 
devils into counterrevolutionaries as mentioned in the dissertation on 
“complete dictatorship," and kill a group of them in coordination with 
this study movement. 


The death sentence on Zhang Zhixin was announced in the No i7 court 
verdict issued by the No 75 Tribunal of the Shenyang Municipal Inter- 
mediate People's Court on 3 April 1975. 


That afternoon, at about 1800, Zhang Zhixin was brought to « rather 
small office, where about 30 fierce-looking policemen and |ai-enforcing 
personnel were packed in as if they were facing a large enemy. An 
official announced the death sentence to her, and subsequently she was 
put in shackles, handcuffed with her hands at “ie back and locked up in 
the small cell for convicts awaiting execution. 


Formerly, Zhaig Zhixin had always said: "I am a daughter of the party. 
The mother will not kill her child!" 


Now, in front of the raised butcher's knife, what was she thinking? ... 


Deep in the night, Zhang was secretly brought to the Discipline Section 
office on the second story of the Fourth Brigade of Shenyang Prison. 

By order of Vice Prime Minister Chen Xilian, “what does it matter to 
cut one’s windpipe when one is going to die anyway," everything was 
made ready. 


Two male criminals struggled in vain. Their throats were cut open, and 
blood flooded the floor. Looking at the blood on the floor and in the 
basin, Zhang Zhixin gravely uttered from her heart: "Oh, party! Where 
are you leading me? ..."" Even as she was speaking several men rushed 
forward, grabbed her hair and covered the mouth of the desperately 
yelling and struggling Zhang Zhixin, brought her flat onto the floor, 
fixed her limbs, wedged two bricks under her neck, and started their 
operation. A sharp knife pierced her windpipe. A specially made 
stainless steel tube [words illegible] was prodded into the severed 
throat. 
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[Words illegible] Blood splashed on her prisoner's dress which had 
always been clean and white. She became unconscious. 


In a coma due to overwhelming pain, Zhang was dragged back into the 
"coffin for the living." Gradually she regained consciousness. 


Everything around her was very quiet. What she could hear was her 
own heartbeat and the feeble air stream at her neck. Penetrating 
agony tormented her, but she was even unable to groan after the 
"treatment" of "safety precautionary measure before execution." 


She lay quietly, enduring the torture of extreme agony. She bit her 
tongue so hard that the tip was severed off; she bit the remaining 
portion... 


She lay silently staring at the sky through the window; the night was 
very dark, with no trace of twilight at all. 


The morning of 4 April. Zhang Zhixin was dressed in a dark red gown 
and sent to the trial meeting for the whole group of prisoners. 


Amidst the clinking of iron chains Zhang Zhixin walked into the meeting 
place, her pale bloodless face still carrying the air of uprightness. 
She stood lofty in front of the people, filled with a sense of justice, 
and like a statue carved out of marble. Only the blood-covered air 
bubbles occasionally emerging from the wound below the neck and the 
blood trickling from her mouth revealed the anguish she was undergoing 
while awaiting the final execution with a strong will. 


The trial meeting ended. Zhang Zhixin was pushed onto the prisoners' 
van which also carried the two male convicts, already wilted, to the 
execution square. 


When it reached the execution square [word illegible) at Shenyang's 
Beiling district, Zhang Zhixin shoved off the bailiffs who wanted to 
help her get down from the van, and leapt down herself. She stepped 
forward slowly with a grave air to the specified spot, and turned her 
back on the executioners. How can a communist kneel down to die!? 


At 1010, two shots were fired beside her: the two convicts, who had 
been dragged by the bailiffs from the prisoners’ van, had been executed. 


Standing erect, her head held high, Zhang Zhixin calmly faced the 
executioners only a few feet away. 


The bayonets glittered coldly before her face. The gun barrels pointed 


ghastly at her forehead. Her eyes wide open, fiery with wrath, she 
stared with pressing force at the secret execution squad. 
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There was a cunning low-pitched voice at her ears: “What have you 
still got to say?" 


Her loud, resonating voice that was so often heard before could no 
longer answer. However, though people did not hear the answer, they 
could see it! They saw Zhang, her voice gone, make a very strong 
effort to speak... The wound under her neck was bubbling with air 
and blood... 


At 1012, the red flag flashed downward, the gun sounded and Zhang 
Zhixin the woman communist fell. She had fallen, but her eyes were 
still wide open staring angrily at the gray sky. 


She died without submitting! 


The book “Commemorating Zhang Zhixin the Martyr" contains many of the 
martyr's photographs. But it is regrettable that the ones before and 
after the execution are missing. Why can't these two be published? 
This makes us think about another question. 


On 15 April 1979, when the old writer Xie Tingyu [0460 5204 3040] dis- 
closed for the first time the fact that martyr Zhang Zhixin had her 
windpipe cut before the execution, he was under fi-e from all sides, 
because he had told the truth. However, some people claimed that Zhang 
was given an injection when her throat was cut, but they were not 
attacked, because they lied to cover up something. 


Zhang Zhixin's family had repeatedly asked the authorities why the facts 
about her martyrdom were not publicized in the newspapers. The reply 
was: "The law courts do not permit it." People will naturally ask: 
"Who have given the law courts the power to prohibit the right to dis- 
close facts in the press?" “Is there any law in our country which says 
that telling the truth makes one guilty?” 


Some members of the Liaoning provincial party committee explained to 
Zhang Zhixin's family: "If the facts are publicized we fear it would 
arouse an unfavorable reaction in the world." The martyr's family 
immediately retorted: "When you cut people's throats why didn't you 
consider the possible reactions in the world right then?" 


Yes. Some people always seem to be busy protecting our country’s reputa- 
tion, but at the same time they are secretly engaged in criminal under- 
takings against international laws and humanitarianisn. 


In every country in the world, mental patients are not punishable by 
law. The court record books about the martyr Zhang say that she 
suffered from maniacal schizophrenia, but she was subjected to cruel 
penalties. 
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In civilized countries, political prisoners cannot be sentenced to death. 
Sut martyr Zhang Zhixin was arrested as an “offender against the correct 
ideology," served a sentence and was executed by firing squad... 


Our country's reputation had already been thrown into the latrines by 
certain people long ago. Can the holding back of the throat-cutting 
affair really improve our country's reputation any? 


All who see Zhang Zhixin's photographs taken after the execution will 
discover the strange fact that the bullet hit her left cheek instead 
of the forehead as stipulated by rules. Though the executioner's hand 
trembled, was he a timid man? 


Squad Leader Zhao [4480], a student soldier, was deeply trusted by his 
leaders and not without reasons. He once fought unarmed against a 
prison breaker, wounded him and had him arrested. He had also killed 

an escaping prisoner with one shot, so that he was openly commended 

and promoted to the rank of squad leader and became a cadre to be well 
nurtured and trained. Ne was specially selected to carry out this 
political task on the grounds of his proven bravery and trusted shooting 
skill. 


He did not know the facts about Zhang Zhixin's case. He was merely per- 
forming a task, as a tool of the dictatorship of the proletariat at that 
moment. However, that night, after he had accomplished this special task, 
he could not sleep. From that time onwards, his eyes became blank and 
lifeless, his speech insane and he spent every day as if in a trance. 

His leaders therefore gave him a month's holiday to live with his family 
so that he might recover. But, when he returned to the army after the 
holidays he was quite a different person from his former self, without 
hope of getting better. The armed forces could only allow him to be 
demobilized at the end of 1975. 


After Zhang's martyrdom her body was dissected by a Shenyang hospital. 
The stomach was cut off for a cobalt 60 radiation test... Therefore the 
martyr's cinerary casket did not contain her ashes. 


The martyr's mother, Comrade Hao Yuzhi [4732 1010 4430) wrote these 
phrases with profound meaning in the dedication to her daughter: 


"The bones of the loyal and just one have been destroyed, but her spirit 
of righteousness will live on forever." 


On 19 March 1979, at the Standing Committee meeting of the Liaoning 
provincial party committee, it was resolved to reverse the verdict on 
the so-called "case of an active counterrevolutionary Zhang Zhixin" and 
to acknowledge her as a martyr retroactively. 
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On 26 March, martyr Zhang Zhixin's family went to Shenyang to attend 
the verdict-reversal and memorial meeting. Meanwhile they hoped to 
have her ease investigated and understood thoroughly, but they only 
met a segies of obstacles. No information was given to them and the 
facts about the martyr's conditions in the prison were hidden from then. 
Even after the two court record books were retrieved from the chief 
judge Wang Jiachun [1010 3023 5060], which had been concealed in his 
home, and thereby revealing that the martyr had suffered from maniacal 
schizophrenia in prison, even now it is not known when and why she got 
the illness. Hence one can only imagine how many clandestine affairs 
have been undertaken which are not disclosed to the public! 


During the memorial meeting some people took advantage of the ignorance 
of the martyr's family and added the names of Zhong Weixiang and Yan 
Xiujuan to the list of the martyr's close friends while she was alive. 
What are they? Why were the wreath and elegiac couplet with Yan 
Xiujuan's mame lavishly spit upon? The facts are as follows. 


In March 1968, Yan Xiujuan, the then good friend of Zhang, reported to 
their superiors about her “counterrevolutionary" words and deeds. On 
26 April, the man in charge of the cadre school, Zhong Weixiang, a 
minor official, let Yan make a written report to expose and give 
evidence against her. Because at that time all units were under mili- 
tary control, therefore before he finally submitted the material to his 
superiors, Zhong Weixiang fabricated Zhang's "crimes" of opposing the 
armed forces, added these charges to the material and handed them to 
Deng Jiahu [0026 4600 2121], the then military representative, who is 
currently the political commissar of the Fushan military subdistrict. 
Subsequently Zhong was gradually promoted to the position of deputy 
director of Liaoning Province Propaganda Department as well as chief 
of the Campaign Office. In March 1979 he was sent to the Central 
Higher Party School for further study. 


After she exposed Zhang Zhixin, Yan Xiujuan at once became the mainstay 
in the criticism-denunciation meetings and requested on behalf of “the 
masses" to arrest Zhang. 


Liu Li [0240 4002], formerly working in the editorial office of the 
journal, THE COMMUNIST, run by the province's Propaganda Department, 
is currently the vice chief editor of Liaoning's journal THEORY AND 
PRACTICE. During the Great Cultural Revolution he was the first to 
launch slander and personal attacks against Zhang Zhixin. 


Now, those who made false accusations and gave false evidence are 
disguised as the martyr's good friends, and those directly taking part 
in the persecution are still at large. 


Wang Jiachun, the chief judge of Liaoning's Intermediate People's Court 
(and being an independent judicial officer), was the third judge in the 








martyr's case. The first judge was not conscienceless; he regarded her 
problem as "a matter of ideology and knowledge” and proposed to handle 
the problem outside the prison. The second judge only sentenced her to 
15 years’ imprisonment though he was cruel. But when it came to the 
completely unhuman Wang Jiachun, he sentenced Zhing to life imprisonment. 
When Zhang became ill, he said she was pretending to be mad and insane, 
and hid the two court record books in his home, covering up the condi- 
tions of her illness. Finally on the basis of her words and behavior 
during a time when she was seriously ill, he sentenced her to death. 
Even after the Liaoning provincial party committee had reversed the 
verdict on the martyr, he still insists on his original verdict, showing 
no signs of repentence. 





Jia Yuming's [1080 3040 6702] husband was a secret agent under the 
Kuomintang's Military Affairs Committee. Jiang Jieshi had given her 
husband an airplane named "Yuming," and therefore she changed her name 
to "Yuming."” Before liberation, she had received training at the 
Nanking Military Affairs Committee and had killed our party's under- 
ground members. After the liberation she and her husband hid in 
Tangshan. During the time when we aided Korea and resisted U.S. aggres- 
sion, the couple attempted to blow up a railway bridge and the Tangshan 
Cinema. They were arrested and sentenced to death together. At the 
execution site she said she was pregnant, so the execution was suspended. 
After the birth her sentence was changed to life imprisonment. Later it 
was reduced to 18 years’ imprisonment because of her positive, active 
behavior. While she was instructed by the discipline officer to perse- 
cute Zhang she beat and reviled Zhang relentlessly to gain points and 
have her sentence reduced. 


When she became the “action group leader" over Zhang Zhixin she steppec| 
up the persecution. 


Whenever the denunciation of Zhang became violent, Jia Yuming would 
always take the lead and direct a crowd of prisoners to get at her, 
grabbing, tearing her hair and feeding rags for floor-cleaning into her 
movth. Subjected to such torture for a long time, her hair was almost 
all gone. Jia tortured her not only bodily, but also mentally as well. 
She teased Zhang by saying: "...you say you love the Communist Party, 
now why does the Communist Party abandon you?" “You and I are not 

equal; you are an antireformation element, but I received an award 
before; the people's government trusts me!" She even said: "I like to 
meddle with you, the communist no one wants!" But when Zhang could no 
longer bear her assaults and abuses, and wanted to fight this Kuomintang 
agent with the screwdriver in her hand, she was punished by the discipline 
officer. Zhang said: "I am a communist, my struggle against you is one 
of life and death. It is only natural that you hate me. So is it that I 
hate you.” The same year in which the weli-tortured communist Zhang 
Zhixin had her verdict increased to the death sentence, Jia Yuming was 
discharged 4.5 years ahead of schedule. Among the justifications for 
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her premature discharge, a very important one was that she gained points 
by virtue of her struggle against the so-called antireformation element. 


In this article we only provide information and refrain from drawing 
any conclusion. We believe every upright Chinese clearly knows the 
answers to the question of how to learn from Zhang Zhixin, how to 
commemorate the martyr and how to deal with the criminals who perse- 
cuted her, 


Note: In 1957, to prevent the arbitrary use of the fettering instru- 
ments (which are used on certain dangerous prisoners) for punishing 
prisoners, the Ministry of Public Security stipulated the following 
rules about their use: 


1. Prisoners in lockups awaiting trial or undergoing reform through 
labor who behave dangerously by assaulting others, sabotaging the 
facilities or order at the reform-through-labor premises, committing 
arson, rioting, seizing arms and damaging the state's property or who 
are found to attempt doing the above and dangerous behavior which can- 
not be restrained or prevented after other measures have been adopted, 
and who need to be subjected to subdued, may be subjected to fettering 
instruments with approval from brigade leaders or the head of the 
Discipline Section. For prisoners awaiting trial in a county's lockup, 
approval must be granted by the head of the Public Security Bureau. 

For those in a province or subprovincial administrative region, approval 
must be granted by the head of the department concerned. 


While the prisoners are wearing the fettering instruments, education 
to increase their knowledge of their own mistakes must be frequently 
and earnes(:'y given. When their dangerous behavior has stopped the 
fettering instruments must be removed. They are worn for generally 
not more than 48 hours. The longest duration must not exceed 7 days 
and nights. If the duration must be prolonged under special circunm- 
stances, then, except in cases of prisoners awaiting trial which must 
be approved according to the aforesaid stipulations, those cases of 
reform-through-labor prisoners must be approved by the head of the 
Reform-through-labor Bureau of the province or municipality. 


The fettering instruments must not be used on young prisoners, female 
prisoners, and old, weak or disabled persons. In general, fettering 
instruments must not be used on prisoners awaiting trial except under 
special circumstances where such use becomes necessary. 


2. At present a great variety of fettering instruments are being used 
by reform-through-labor offices. Since our use of fettering instru- 
ments is aimed at preventing certain prisoners from behaving dangerously, 
from now on when fettering instruments are used, only handcuffs weighing 
not more than 1 jin and not causing harm to the prisoners’ physical 
health are permitted. Shackles are prohibited. Similarly, except under 
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special circumstances, for prisoners awaiting trial, only handcuffs are 
permitted under general conditions. 


3. In order to use the fettering instruments correctly, each province, 
municipality and autonomous region must, according to its actual condi- 
tions, stipulate the quantity of fettering instruments which can still 
be used and the system of maintenance. Each unit as a rule must store 
collectively in a sealed condition those surplus fettering instruments. 


Note: The small cell is so small that the height does not permit one 
to stand straight and the length does not permit one to stretch one's 
legs. Generally it is used for shutting up convicts sentenced to death 
or prisoners placed in confinement. Placing a prisoner in confinement 
must not exceed 10 days. 


cso: 4005 
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POSTER OF LETTER FROM MARTYR'S MOTHER TO PRC SUPREME COURT 


HK140900 Beijing Photograph of Big-character Poster in Chinese appearing 
on Democracy Wall in Oct 79 


[A letter from Hao Yuzhi [4732 1010 4430], the mother of the revolu- 
tionary martyr Zhang Zhixin [1123 4033 0292], to Comrade Jiang Hua [3111 
2440]--reportedly carried in SCIENCE, DEMOCRACY AND LAW, Issue No 24, 

an unofficial journal which is an anthology of posters} 


[Text] To Chief Judge Jiang Hua and other responsible comrades of the 
Supreme People's Court: 


Greetings to you all. I wish to air my grievances over my daughter 
Zhang Zhixin's case. 


Members of my family at the capital had already demanded a review of the 
Zhang Zhixin case between June and July last year. We are grateful to 
your prompt reply and referral of the case to the units: concerned. In 
March this year, the Sher:yang provincial party committee had thoroughly 
redressed the case and Zhixin was posthumously conferred the title of 
revolutionary martyr. Judging from the perspective of implementing the 
policies of the party, the treatment of Zhixin's case was very thorough. 
However, from the perspective of upholding law and justice, this case 

is not yet concluded. Therefore, I demand a further investigation and, 
upon such findings, legal actions against those who are responsible. 


The penal code passed by the NPC this year will not come into effect 
until next year. Besides, this code has no power over previous cases. 
This is beyond doubt. However, Article 9 of the general principle of 
the code stipulates that cases regarded as criminal activities by the 
then existing laws, decrees and policies before this code came into 
force can be appealed in accordance with such laws, decrees and poli- 
cies. Just by looking at the Zhang Zhixin case itself, there have been 
many practices which went beyond the bounds permitted by the then 
existing legal system. Let us put aside the fundamental contradictions 
vetween the "Six Public Security Regulations" and the spirit of the 
constitution for the moment and concentrate our attention on the deeds 
violating the then existing laws, decrees and policies. 
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1. The political views of Zhang Zhixin were expressed within a given 
organizational sphere and in the form of a Communist Party member 
expressing what was inside her heart and reflecting her opinions to the 
party. This conformed with the stipulations of the party constitution. 
Besides, she had not spread her views outside the party and had taken no 
particular actions. Even if these political views were regarded as 
erroneous or reactionary at the time, they were purely ideological prob- 
lems and should not have led to her arrest and sentence as an active 
counterrevolutionary. Such a distinction was very easy to make even 
under the conditions of that time. For instance, the first judge who 
tried the case gave the sensible verdict that the problem with Zhang 
Zhixin was only ideological. However, this respectable judge was later 
dismissed with the charge of “right deviationism." Therefore, Mao 
Yuanxin [2071 3130 0292] and Chen Xilian [7429 8612 1813] who ordered 
the arrest of Zhang Zhixin, the personnel responsible for handing out 
the death penalty to her and those who approved and ordered the execu- 
tion should in various degrees shoulder the legal responsibilities. 


2. It is equally unreasonable to say that there were no rules to follow 
at the time when administrative orders prevailed over the law and that 
it was only reasonable to come to such a verdict at that time. If we 
say that administrative orders prevailed over the law at that time, the 
highest authority then was Chairman Mao and not Mao Yuanxin. Chairman 
Mao said that "the purging of counterrevolutionaries within party and 
government organizations should avoid any killing." This “can insure 
against irredeemable errors." During the height of power of the "gang 
of four," Chairman Mao still clearly pointed out that there should be no 
corporal punishment or cruelty toward prisoners within the prison and 
that prisoners should be permitted to correspond with and be visited by 
their relatives. These directives by Chairman Mao had already become the 
policies of the party and the state and some of them have even been 
widely circulated in the form of public announcements. Was it in open 
violation of the directives of Chairman Mao then to torment Zhang Zhixin 
with corporal punishment, punishing her by using handcuffs, shackles and 
chains as instruments of torture and totally depriving her of any out- 
side contact even with relatives? How can the people who tolerated this 
kind of illegal activity not shoulder any legal responsibilities? 


3. During the imprisonment of Zhang Zhixin, the prison authorities 
used Jia Yuming [1080 3040 6702], the Kuomintang Juntong [Bureau of 
Investigation and Statistics of the Kuomintang Military Commission] spy, 
to persecute her. Jia Yuming was given the death penalty for his blood 
debts. His death sentence was later suspended and changed to 18 years' 
imprisonment. [HK140906] In the same year of Zhixin's murder, Jia 
Yuming was released 4.5 years before his sentence expired for doing a 
good job in persecuting Zhang Zhixin. What is the political outlook 

of the kind of people who brazenly use a Kuomintang spy to persecute a 
communist member? How can we overlook their responsibilities? Should 
Jia Yuming remain at large? 
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4. It was alleged that after Zhang Zhixin was imprisoned, she was 
cruelly persecuted to the point of being mentally unbalanced. This 

can be checked against the record. Under any circumstances, mental 
patients should not shoulder any legal responsibilities due to the loss 
of the power to act. However, those in charge of this case increased her 
penalty according to the opinions she expressed during her mental dis- 
order. In'reporting to the higher authorities, they deliberately hid 
materials concerning her mental illness. How can such illegal activities 
be excused from legal responsibilities? 


5. The throat of Zhang Zhixin was cut before her execution. Some 
people objected to such an inhuman practice at the time. What legal 
responsibilities should the one who formulated and insisted on such 
fascist punishment shoulder? 


6. Before the execution of Zhang Zhixin, she was not allowed to read 
the court verdict, not given a period for appeal and not allowed to 
inform her family members. All this was against the law. 


The various points mentioned above are in violation to the related 
regulations in “The People's Republic of China Penal Code Against 
Counterrevolutionaries" and the "Regulations on Reform Through Labor." 
These things also go against constitution stipulations guaranteeing the 
protection of personal freedom of citizens. These must be looked into. 


Up to the present moment, as the mother of Zhang Zhixin, my knowledge of 
the whole process of her murder is mainly from newspapers and related 
reports. I do not yet have any firsthand information. At this moment 

I cannot yet provide any concrete information as to who should shoulder 
the legal responsibilities. Therefore, I have the following demands: 


1. I demand that the Zhang Zhixin case be thoroughly investigated from 
the perspective of legal responsibilities. 


2. My relatives and I should be clearly informed of the results of the 
entire investigation so that we may identify and take legal action 
against the people concerned. 

If necessary, please duplicate this letter and forward copies to the 
Supreme People's Procuratorate, Bureau of Public Security, the CCP 
Central Commission for Inspecting Discipline and other units concerned. 
Yours respectfully, 


[Signed] Hao Yuzhi 


30 July 1979 
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